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JournaAL of the Procerpincs and DesarTes in the 
PoLtitica. Cuius, continued from Page 499. 


The Speech of C. Helvius, in the De- 
bate upon the Convention, begun in 
our laf, was to this Efe, viz. 


My Lords, 


sreat an Orator, as ever appeared 
in the. Afiemblies of the antient 
Greeks or Romans, the Refpett I have 
for your Lordfhips, would prevent 
my making ufe of : it in this Houfe : 
becaufe fuch,a Method of Speaking 


ieswasm HE noble Lords who A I take to be fit only for Affemblies 


it €: ie i} have fpoke before me, 
Rey TJ) have faid fo much, and 
i’) fa gie! have expreffed their 
FD (As 3 exp 

<= Sentiments fo clearly, 
an favour of the Convention, that 
* Cannot propofe to fay any Thing 
mew, or to fay any Thin 
ipon the Subject, I fhall, therefore, 
nly take notice of fome Faéts, 
hich, I think, have been mif- 

aken, or mifreprefented, by thofe 
ho have fpoke upon the ‘other 

Dide of the ‘Queftion; and this I 
hall do without attempti 
4 urns of Wit, or any Thi what 
may be call’d Flowers of Rhetorick, 
f I were ca e of making the 
belt Ufe of fuch a Way of Speaking, 
Were as great a Wit, and as 


that are led by their Paffions, and 
not governed by their Reafon, 

_ Laft Seffion of Parliament, my 
Lords,- we ftrengthened, ’tis true, 
the Hands of the Crown, and I hope 
the prefent and every future Seflion 


better, B will do the fame, when there is the 


like Occafion; but we muft remem- 
ber, that though we ftrengthened 
the Hands of the Crown, yet at the 
fame Time we recommended peace- 
able Meafures; and. therefore the 
Power we then gave to the Crown, 


any C was not to be made. ule of in any 


hoftile Manner, as long as there 
were Hopes of obtaining Satisfaction 
by amicable Means. ‘This was the 
Parliament; and according to this 

48 Advice. 
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Advice his Majefty apply’d to the 
Court of Spain, to fee what could 
be done by Way of Negotiation. 
At the fame Time he made fo far 
Ufe of the Powers granted him by 
Parliament, as to fit out feveral 


the Coafts of Spain, was fuficiens'. 
provided with every Thing that or 
neceflary, 

The Weft-Indies, m Lords. 
the Part of the World, bray in 
cafe of a War, we could do the mof 


Squadrons, .and fend them. to their A Harm to Spain, and the moi Good 


proper Stations, in order to convince 
the Court of Spain, that we were 
ready to revenge, in cafe they fhould 
refufe or unréafonably delay giving 
us Satisfaction ; but it would have 
been contrary to the Advice of Par- 
liament, to h 

Fleets out, with Inftructions to be- 
gin Hoftilities: Such Inftructions 
might have been eafily and {peedily 
fent, as foon as his Majeity had 
found that nothing elfe would pre- 
vail ; but to have given them fuch 


to ourfelves ; and there, if we can 
but prevent any Supplies being fent 
from Of Spain, we hall ftand jn 
need of no Larid Forces bein fet 
from hence. Our own Colonies 
upon the Continent and in the 


ave fent any of thofe B Iflands of America, would foon fur. 


nifh us with Land Forces fufficient 
for attacking Spain by Land in that 
Quarter, if we fend a Squadron of 
Men of War fufficient to proted 
them at Sea. But fuppofe it thould 
be neceffary for us to fend Land 


Inftruétions, before he had made C Forces from hence; it would not 
the leaft Application for. procuring 
Juftice and Satisfaétion in a peace- 
able Way, would. have been direét- 
ly contrary to what was recommend- 
ed to him by both Houfes, laft Sef- 


fion of Parliament. 


be proper, becaufe of the Climat, 
to fend them thither, till we were 
juft ready to enter upon Adios, 
which could not be our Cafe the 
Beginning of laft Summer’; becaufe 
his Majeity was to try what could 


The Fleet that was fent to the D be done by peaceable Means, be 


Mediterranean, my Lords, was pro- 
perly and fufficiently provided for 
anfwering all the Ends that were 
intended by it, even tho’ a War had 
broke out between the two Nations; 
for even in that Cafe, it would have 


fore commencing Hottilities, either 
in the Weft- Indies or in Europe. For 
this Reafon, it was neceflary to fend 
a Squadron to the Wef-Jndits ior 
protecting our Trade in the mean 
Time, and in order to take Lal 


‘been ridiculous in us to have ex- E Forces on board, as foon 2s aly 


pended our Strength, and put our- 
felves to a great Charge, in attack- 
ing any of the’Spanif/ Dominions in 
Europe, where we could do them 
but little Prejudice, and could reap 
mo great Advantage to ourfelves. 


‘That Fleet, therefore; could only be F wrong 


defigned for proteéting our own Pof- 


fefions and Trade in -that’ Part of 


the World, for ery os any 
Spanifs Ships that ftould happen to 
efcape our Fleet in the We/-Inilies, 
and for preventing any Supplies be- 
ing fent from 


- toul acted emcee Rea 
d Spain to any of G that'was given to his Majeity Ms 


could be raifed in our Colonies, i 
‘cafe a War had become neceflary: 
but it would have been contrary ® 
the Plan that was prefcribed by Par 
liament, to have immediately begu: 
Hoftilities ; and therefore 1t we 
to feize the Spanih Regift 
Ship, which the noble Lord - 
ed to mention, and it was 
in our Commodore to order her 
ing reftored. , 
MM Lords, as the Court of Spais 
rant of the Advi 


’ 


their Colonies, or Plantations in 4 Parliament laft Seffion, and te ‘a 


merica; and for anfwering all thefe 
Purpofes, the Fleet that was fent to 


Majefty, to our Ha inefs 


ows nour, has ea Advi 
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Advice of his Parliament the Rule 
of his Actions, they could not but 
fappofe, that the sans we fent 
out were inftruéted not to begin 
Hoftilities, till farther Orders ; but 
fuch Orders, they knew, might foon 


Convoy; and tho’ by taking fuch, , 
we might prevent a Lofs and Inter- 
ruption in our Trade, yet we could 
not expect to reap any great Benefit. 
Some People may, perhaps, ima- 
gine, that great Advantages might 


be fent, fuch Orders, they knew, A be made by our intercepting their 


would be fent immediately, upon 
their refufing to give ear to a friend- 
ly Accommodation ef thefe Dif- 
putes, that fubfifted between the 
two Nations. ‘This they were fen- 
fible of, and therefore, they not 


Plate Fleets, or the Ships that are 
employed in their Trade with 
their Settlements in America, be-. 
caufe none but Spanij> Ships can be 
employed in that ‘Trade; but even 
this would be precarious, and 


only appeared willing todo us Juf- B might, in feveral Shapes, be en- 


tice, but have granted all that we 
could expeét by a fuccefsful War ; 
for even in cafe of a fuccefsful War, 
we muft at laft have agreed to Pre- 
liminaries, before Peace could be 
reftored, and by thofe Preliminaries 


tirely prevented; for if they fhould 
open that Trade to the French and 
Dutch, it is what thofe two Nations 
would be glad: to accept of, and we 
could not pretend to make Prize of 
a French or Dutch Ship, on account 


we could expe€t no more than a full C of her being bound to or from the 


Satisfaction for our Loffes, and an 
Agreement to have all other Dif- 
putes adjufled by a definitive Trea- 
ty. 


_ But, my Lords, before I enter 
into the Confideration of what we 


Spanife Settlements in. America, no 
more than we could make Prize of 
her on account of her being bound 
to or from any Port in Spain: We 
could not fo much as pretend to 
feize any Treafure or Goods (ex- 


have got by Peace, 1 muft examine D vie contraband) fhe had on board, 


a little into what we could expect, 
or might have loft, by War; for 
tho’ I have as great a Confidence in 
the Strength and Courage of my 
ountry, as any Man ought to have, 
yet lam not fo fanguine, as to 


unlefs we could prove, that thofe 
Goods, or that Treafure, aftually 
belonged to the King or Subjects of 
Spain, which it would be impoilible 
to do. By this Method, the Spami- 
ards might render it impoflible for 


hink, that we have Victory chain- E-us to feize any of their Treafure or 


d to our Chariot-Wheel, or that 
ve muft be fuccefsful in every War 
‘€ engage ins and, therefore, in all 
ueftions relating to War or Peace, 


d think we ought to confider what 
we may lofe, as well as what we 
ayget, bya War. By a War with F 
pain, my Lords, we could not ex- 
pect to make much by Privateering, 


br by taking and making Prize of 
heir Ships at Sea. In cafe of a 
ar with this Nation, they would 
end no Ships to Sea, but fmall, 
ght Frigates by Way 
ters, for intercepting fach of our 
erchant Ships, as they found with- 
ut, or ftraggling too far from a 


Effeéts, in its Paflage between New 
and O/d Spain; and even without 

ing a Trade to their Settle- 
ments, they might almoft as effec-. 
tually do the fame, by Means of 
the Dutch Iland of Curaffa, and the 
French Settlements in Hifpaniola, or 
their Ifland of Martinique; for thefe 
Places lie fo near the Spanj/> Settle- 
ments in America, that it would be 
eafy for the Spaniards to earry their 
Treafure and Effects, in their own 
Ships, to one or other of thefe Pla- 


of Priva-G ces, and to take from thence, what 
Goods or Merchandize they had 
Occafion for, without running any 


great Rifk of being intercepted by. 
4B2 * Quy 
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our Men of War, or Privateers ; and 
from thefe Places the Spani Trea- 
fure and Effects might be fafely 
brought to Spain, in French or Dutch 
Bottoms, and in the Name of French 
or Dutch Merchants. 


upon them. The Truth IS, We nea 
ver attempted to make any conf. 
derable Inroads, or any Conqueits 
in that Part of the World, becau(e 
of the Difficulty and Expence of 
tranfporting a Land Army thither, 


Thus it appears, my Lords, that A and becaufe we knew the Climate 


in cafe of a War with Spain, we 
could not expect any great Advan- 
tage by Privateering, or by any 
Prizes we could take at Sea; and 
at Land we could make no Con- 
quefts. No Man will pretend that, 


if it were in our Power, it would B 


be our Intereft to conquer any of 
the Spanifh Dominions in Europe ; 
at leaft, I am fure, it would not be 
our Intereft to keep them, nor 
would it be our Intereft to give 
them to any other Power in Europe. 


to be very unwholfome for any Land 
Army we could fend thither. 
Having thus fhewn, my Lords 
that we cannot expett any great 
Advantage from a War with Spain, 
let us next confider the Dangers we 
would be expofed to. | thal be far 
from faying, upon this Occafion, or 
upon any Occafion, that we mug 
not vindicate our Rights, or our Ho- 
nour, againft France or Spain, for 
fear of their joining together againt 
us; but this I may venture to fay, 


And as to their Dominions in 4me- C that when there is a Probability of 


rica, or the Weft-Indies, we have 
exprefsly promifed, by the Treaty 
of Utrecht, that they fhall be pre- 
ferved whole and entire to the pre- 
fent King of Spain, and his Succef- 
fors; fo that by endeavouring to 


their joining together againft us, at 
a Time when the Affairs of Eurme 
are in fuch a Situation, that we Can 
form no Confederacy againf them, 
at a Time when, if we engage in 
War, we mutft ftand fingle and a- 


conquer any of them, we fhould p Jone againft thefe two powerful Na- 


not only commit a Breach of that 
Treaty, but likewife we fhould 
probably raife up a Confederacy in 
Europe — us; for none of the 
Powers of Europe would chufe to fee 
us Matters of the Whole, or any 
Part of the Spanih Weft- Indies. 
Therefore, my Lords, the only 
Method by which we could propofe 
to get amy Advantage, by a War 
with Spain, would be by making 
Inroads upon, and plundering their 
Settlements in America; and this we 
fhould find much more difficult, 
than it was formerly. Their Sea- 
Ports, and Inland Towns in that 
Part of the World, are now better 
fortified, and better provided with 
every Thing neceffary for making 
a ftout Defence, than ever they 
were heretofore; and yet, during 
the lat War, I believe it cannot 
be faid, that the Nation got much 
by any Inroads that were made 


G vide our Naval Force: We m 


tions, I fay, my Lords, at fucha 
Time it would be prudent in usto 
fufpend our Vengeance, if pollible, 
till a more proper Opportunity 
fhould offer; and this, I am afraid, 
is our Cafe at prefent. If France 


E thould join with Spain againit ws, 


we would be expofed to many Dat- 
gers, and it would be difficult to 
guard againft them all. We am, 
It-is true, at prefent, fuperior 
both at Sea; but as France has great 
Numbers of Seamen, they would 


pf foon get Ships of War, if they 


were to be at no Expence in 
fending themfelves at Land ; {0 that 
they might foon rig o.t a pow 
vadron. On the other hand, # 
we are liable to be attack'd in fe 
veral Parts of World, we mut 


fend Squadrons to different Points 
of the Compafs, and every <0 . 
thefe Squadrons mutt be {upc 
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anv that France and Spain can joint- 
ly fit out againft us. As we have 
the Misfortune to have a Party a- 
mongit ourfelves difaffeéted to our 
prefent Eftablifhment, a Party much 
more confiderable than fome Peo- 


have a great Advantage over us in 
every Branch of Trade we are, or 
can be, concerned in. Though the 
Spaniards have not many Seamen of 
their own, yet, in cafe of a War 
with this Nation, they would be in 


le feem willing to believe, we A no Want. of Seamen for fitting out 


mut keep a very powerful Squa- 
dron at home, for preventing its 
being in the Power of our Enemies 
to invade us. As we-have a great 
Trade and valuable Poffeffions in 
the Mediterranean, we mutt keep a 


a great Number of Privateers a- 
gainft us: French, Dutch, and per- 
haps, fome of our own Seamen, 
would engage in their Service for 
that Purpofe; fo that the Mediter- 
rancan, the American, the Britif,, 


powerful Squadron in that Sea, for B and, in fhort, all the Seas where 


protecting our Trade and our Pof- 
feffions in that Part of the World. 
And as our Plantations, efpecially 
our Sugar Iflands, are of great Con- 
fequence to our Trade, and lie 
much expofed to he invaded, and 


we have any Trade, would be full 
of Privateers under Spanif Colours. 
This would raife the Price of In- 
furance upon Britif Ships higher 
than upon the Ships of any other 
Nation in Europe; and our Mer- 


perhaps deftroyed, we muft keep a C chant Ships would be often put to 


powerful Squadron in the American 
Seas for their Protetion. To which 
I muit add, that confidering the Al- 
liance lately formed between France 
and Sweden, we might, perhaps, 
find ourfelves under a Neceflity of 


a great Expence and Delay, by be- 
ing obliged to wait for a Convoy; 
which would confiderably enhance 
the Charge upon all Manufactures, 
or Merchandize, fent by our own 
Shipping to foreign Markets. Let 


fending a powerful Squadron into Dus confider, my Lords, that the 


the Baltick, for the Defence of our 
Allies, or for preventing an Inva- 
fion from that Quarter. And _not- 
with{tanding the great Opinion we 
july have of our Naval Force, and 
of the Bravery of our Seamen, I 


French already ‘underfel us in moft 
of the Manufaétures we deal in, and 
that the Freight of Hamburgh Ships, 
and fome others, is now Cheaper 
than that of Brit#: If we confider 
this, we fhall eafily fee the Confe- 


hope, I fhall be excufed, if I even E quence, if we fhould add a new 


exprefs fome Diffidence of our be- 
ing able to fend a Squadron to each 
of thefe Places, fufficient for encoun- 
tering the united Force of France 
and Spain, perhaps the united Force 
of France, Spain, and S-weden. 


Charge to the Price of our Manu- 
factures at foreign Markets, and 
make it more unfafe, or more ex- 
penfive, to employ Brity Ships, 
than thofe of any other Nation, by 
engaging in War, when all the o- 


But fuppofe, my Lords, that France F ther trading Nations of Europe are 


fhould remain quiet, and no Way 
interfere openly in the War be- 
tween Spain and us: Suppofe, no 
Power in Europe fhould affitt Spain 
in the War againft us, yet we could 
hot immediately reduce Spain to a 


Neceffity of complying with ourG 


jut Demands. The War between 
us might laft for feveral Years ; and 
While it lafted, the Freach would 


at Peacé: We fhould export no Ma~ 
nufaétures, no Merchandize, at leaft 
we fhould export none in our own 
Shipping; And what would then 
become of our Trade and Niviga- 
tion? 

This, my Lords, would be the 
Confequence of a long War between 
the two Nations, with refpect to 
ourfelves; and with refpect to Spain, 

ic 
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it would probably be entirely ruined. 
We might, perhaps, at laft, force 
them to do us all the Juftice in their 
Power; but they would be fo ex- 
haufted, with the Loffes and Ex- 
pences of the War, that it would 


fupporting the Civil War in the 
therlands, by which Means, ad 
enabled the Seven United Provinces to 
throw off the Yoak of Spain ; and 
the whole Power of Spain being ap- 
plied towards fupporting their Do. 


rot be in their Power to make any A minion over the Netherland:, they 


Satisfa@ion for the Damage they” 
have already done us, or might do,’ 
euring the War, and much fet for 
the Expences we have been, or 
might be, put to. Now, my Lords, 
tho’ we have, at prefent, good Rea- 
fon to be offended with Spain, tho" 
we have good Reafon to infift upon 
Satisfaction and Security, yet it is 
not our Intereft to weaken the Power 
of that Nation ; we ought rather to 
fupport it, as a Balance againft the 
Power of France ; for tho’ the Court 


B rich 


could neither fpare Money for forti- 
fying their Settlements in America, 
nor could they fend. any regular 
Troops thither for defending them, 
fo that even our private Adventurers 
had great Succefs, and often got 
ties by Privateering, and 
by Incurfions upon thofe Settle. 
ments; for as there was no 

Correfpondence between France and 
Spain, and an openWar between Spaix 
and Holland, the Spaniards could not 
make ufe either of Dutch or Fienh 


of Spain may, perhaps, be at pre- C Veflels for carrying on their Trade 


fent too much fwayed by French 
Counfels, it will not always, it can- 
not long be fo. The Interefts of 


France and Spain are as incompati- 


ble, as the Interefts of France and 
this Kingdom; and therefore, as 


with their Settlements in America; 
and befide, as the French were then 
involved in Civil Wars, they durt 
not venture to difoblige England, by 
affifting Spain, either openly or by 
underhand Dealings. 


foon as the Court of Spain begins D In Oliver Cromwell's Time, my 


to be fwayed by true Spanifh Coun- 
fels, which fome Accidents may 
foon bring about, we may reafon- 
ably expect to have that Nation for 
one of our beft and firmeft Allies ; 
and whenever that happens, they 


Lords, we know that the Spaniard 
were engaged in a heavy War with 
France, which rendered them unable 
to provide for the Security of their 
Trade and Poffeflions in America; 
and tho’, by our taking Part with 


will gladly give us all’ the Satisfac- E France in thatWar, we got the Ifand 


tion and Security we can defire, in 
order to gain our Friendthip,..and to 
reftore a mutual Confidence between 
the two Nations. 

Both the Circumftances of Europe, 
and the Circumftances of Spain, are 


of Jamaica, which was a valuable 
Acquifition, yet I mutt think, it 
would have been lucky for this Ni- 
tion, if Oliver had joined with ‘pais 
againft France, inftead of joining 
with France againft Spain; for it 


now, my Lords, very different-from F was his fatal Union with Franc, 


what they were either in the Rei 

of Q. Elizabeth, or in the Time of 
Oliver Cromwell. In Q. Elizabeth's 
Reign, Spain was the only formida- 
ble Power in Europe, and we had as 
much Reafon, as any other of her 


that laid the Foundation of the ex: 
cefive Power of that Kingdom, 
which has fince coft this Nation fo 
much Blood, and fo many Milles 
And now, my Lords, with reg? 

to both thefe Wars, 1 mutt obferv, 


Neighbours, to endeavour to reduce G that notwithftanding our Frc 
é 


her Power. For this Purpofe, Q. E- 
lizabeth took the wifeft Courfe that 


could be taken, by encouraging and- 


ceffes againft Spain in Q. 
Reign, enotwithftanding ~¢ ne 
Succeffes againft Spats = Timt, 
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Time, yet that Nation was notea- Shilling to demand of us; and that 
fily or foon reduced to comply with the 95,000/. wzs not to be paid by 
fuch Terms as we thought reafon- them, unlefs our Soxth-Sea Company 
able ; for both Q. Elizabeth and O- firft paid them, or made them a Pre- 
liver Cromwell left the War to be fent, as it was called, of 68,000/. 
put an End to by their Succefiors. but both thefe Faéts muft appear to 
Confidering, therefore, my Lords, A have been very much mifreprefent- 
the little Advantage we can reap, ed. The Spaniards certainly made 
and the great Dangers we may be a very great Demand upon us: A 
expofed to, by a War with Spaim, I Demand that far exceeded 60,000/. 
muft think it would be not only un- They demanded full Reparation for 
chriftian, but impolitick in us todo all the Damage we did them in the 
them any real Injuries, or to infift Year 1718, which, according to 
upon tnreafonable Terms for accom- B their Way of Reckoning, would have 
modating thofe Differences, that amounted to more than ten Times 
muft unavoidably, fome Times, a- 60,000/. for they faid that, tho’ 
rife between the two Nations. I his Catholick. Majefty had agreed, 
fhall not fay, that either.the Precepts by the Treaty in 1721, to accept 
of Chriftianity, or the Maxims of of Reftitution of the Ships we had 
found Politicks; obligé us to heap _aétwally taken from him, yet he 
Coals of Fire upon their Heads, by C had not by that, or any other Trea- 
returning Good for Evil; but this ty, given up his Claim for the other 
I will fay, that we ought at all Damages we had done him; and 
Times, and efpecially the prefent, that, if he had, he was not obliged 
to be more ready to forgive Spain to ftand, to it, becaufe we had not 
than any other Nation in Europe, complied with the Reftitution fti- 
and confequently, we ought to infift _ pulated by that Treaty. Whether 
lefs upon the Point of Honour, and D this Demand was juft or not, is what 
accept of a lefs ample Satisfaction, I fhall not take upon me to deter- 
with regard to any Injuries that mine; but it was certainly made, 
may be done us by the Spaniards, and ftrongly infifted on by Spain; 
than with regard to the Injuries we and if we got them to agree to re- 
May receive from any other Nation duce it to 60,000/, I muft think it 
in the World. Even in private was prudent in us to allow them, 
Life, a Man would fooner Ae more E by way of a friendly Accommoda- 
eafily pardon an Injury done him by __ tion, to deduét that Sum out of what 
2 Relation, or old Friend, than an was due to our Merchants, on ac- 
§ Injury done him by an utter Strang- count of the Depredations commit- 
er, or by one with whom he never ed by their Subjects in the American 
had, nor ever expeéted to have, any Seas. "Tis true, we do not receive 
Cordial Friendfhip. |. this Sum in ready Money, but, I 
This, my Lords, leads me of F think, it is more beneficial to us 
Courfe to confider, what we have than if we did; becaufe, by allow- 
got by the Convention now under ing it to be deducted, we get free 
our Confideration ; and here, my of a Demand which amounted to a 
» I muft fay, Iam farprized eat deal more, and which would 

to hear it affirmed, that we have ve been a perpetual Bone of Con- 
Zot no more by this Convention, tention between us and a People 
than what the King of Spaim hadG with whom we ought, if poflible, 
before allowed to be due. ‘To fup- to cultivate a good Correfpondence. 
port this Affertion we have been Now, my Lords, with regard to 
told, that the Spaniards had notone the 68,000/, claimed by Spaia from 
| be mt ean : : ‘our 
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our South-Sea Company, I cannot 
comprehend how any one can ima- 
ine, that the Court of Spain is re- 
folved not to pay the 95,000/. fti- 
pulated by this Convention, unlefs 
this 68,000/. be firft paid to them 
by our Company. 
is no fuch Condition in the Conven- 
tion. Our South-Sea Company have 
nothing to do with the Convention, 
all Accounts and Differences be- 
tween them and the Crown of Spain 
being exprefsly excepted, in that 
very Article by which the 95,000/. 
is ftipulated, and the “nm  < not 
fo much as once mentioned in an 
other Part of the Treaty. Even his 
Catholick Majeity’s Declaration, or 
Proteftation, does not fubjeé& the 
Payment of the 9s5,000/. to any 
fuch Condition; for all that was 
meant by that Proteftation was, to 
referve to his Catholick Majefty 
his Right to fufpend the Affento 
Contra, in cafe the Company 
fhould fail in performing their Part 
of that Contraét; which Right was 


Crown of Spain, and yet Spaix map 


think themfelves juftified in not ad- 
mitting of Compenfation; for as the 
Claim the Company has upon the 
Crown of Spain, proceeds tom the 
Seizure of their Effeéts in the Years 


Iam fure there A 1718 and 1727, which have not yet, 


according to Treaties, been fully re- 
ftored ; and as the Court of Spain's 
Claim upon the Company proceeds 
entirely from the Afiento Trade, 
there may, from the very Nature 
of Compenfation, be fome Reafon 


B not to admit of it in this Cafe; be- 


caufe the King of Spain may al- 
ledge, that by reftoring the very 
Effects that were feized he may fil 
free himfelf from the Payment of 
any. Money, or he may fay that 
what is due by him on that Ac- 


C count, is not yet fully fettled and af- 


certained, and that, therefore, he 
cannot allow it in Compenfation of 
a nett Sum which, he fays, the Com- 
pany has confeffed to be due to him. 
My Lords, I do not fay, that any 
of thefe Arguments are jut, | only 


eftablifhed in his Catholick Majefty D mention them to fhew, that non 


and his Succeffors, not only by the 
very Nature of the Contraét itfelf, 
but by the exprefs Words of the 
Conclufion or Ratification of that 
Contract, his Catholick Majefty’s 
Words being, “ And I promife and 


affure, upon my Faith and Royal E of gs,006/. from Spain, and that 
Word, that, provided the Company of 


England perform this Contra on their 
Part, fo far as concerns them, and as 
they are obliged, I will perform it on 
my Part.” 

Thus it appears, my Lords, that 


of our Difputes with Spain are 6 
clear, or fo eafily adjufted, as fome 
have been pleafed to reprefent. 

I hope it will now appear to your 
Lordfhips, that we are, by this 
Convention, to receive the full Sum 
to this Sum we ought to add the 
60,000/. we have allowed, for 
which Spain has given P a De 
mand fhe had upon us of a mich 
larger Extent; therefore we ™ 


allow, that the Reparation § 


the Payment of the 95,000/. is not F us by this Convention for our Lofts 


by this Convention, nor even by the 

ing of Spain's Proteftation, to be 
delayed, much lefs denied, on ac- 
count of our South-Sea Company’s 
not paying the 68,000/ claimed 
from them by Sain. Therefore it 


before Dec. 10, 1737s anger 
the full Sum of 155,000/. wid 
is more than 155. in the Po 
what we really loft; and before 
heard of this Treaty, f fhould 


thought him a very unrea 


is not our Bufinefs, upon the prefentG Merchant, and a very cage" 


' Oceafion, to enquire whether that 


Claim be juft orno. ‘The Company 
may have greater Claims upon the 


man, that had told a ie 
not willingly accept yer 
Pound in “al of what he at 
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ether than fee his Country involved 
ina War againft Spain, and at fuch 
a Junéture, I fay, my Lords, that 
155,000/. the Sum we are to reé- 
ceive by Way of Reparation, a- 
mounts to more than tss. in the 
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Dominions of the King of Denmark. 
This, my Lerds, was all he infifted ' 
on by the Treaty, tho’ it was not 
near equal to the Lofs we had fuf-" 
tained, the reft being referred to be 
fettled by Commiffaries refpectively 


Pound upon our real Lofs; becaufe A appointed by the two Republicks ; 


our own Commifflaries did not value 
it at more than 200,0co0o/, and I 
have heard no good Reafon given, 
why we fhould difcredit their Re- 
port, nor do I believe, frem the 
Character I have heard of the Gen- 


and yet it muft be allowed, that no 
Man ever infifted more ftrenuoufly 
upon the Rights and Privileges of 
his Country, and that he had the 
good Fortune to live at a Time, 
when none of our Neighbours were 


tlemen, that they would have re- B in any tolerable Condition to en- 


ceived, much jefs obeyed, any In- 
ftructions, by which they were en- 
joined not to admit of thofe De- 
mands, which appeared to them to 
be reafonable ard juft: The Spani- 
ard:, we know, make heavy Com- 


gage in War, or to form a Confede-~ 
racy againft us, 

Having now fhewn, my Lords, 
that we have got, by this Conven- 
tion, as ample a Satisfaétion for paft 
Loffes as any reafonable Man could 


plaints againft them, for having ad- C expect, I fhall beg Leave to confi- 


mitted of the moft extravagant 
Claims, and for refufing no Claim 
that was laid before thems fo that, 
like good Arbitrators, they are bla- 
‘med by both Sides, which is fel- 
dom a Sign of Injuftice. As for the 


five Ships mentioned in the 4th Ar-D that it was 


ticle of this Convention, they were 
included in the 200,600/ at which 
our Lofles were valued by our Com- 
miflaries ; and therefore, if any 
Part of any of them has been re- 
fored, the Value ought in Juttice 


der, as briefly as I can, what is iti- 
pulated, with regard to our future 
Security; and upon this Head I 
fhall firft obferve, that from the 
Nature of the Difpute between 
Spain and us, we could not expect 
fible to provide, pro- 
perly or fully, for our future Secu- 
rity by preliminary Articles. The 
Spaniards do not pretend to deny 
our Right to a free Navigation upon 
the open Seas of America; but the 
Difpute between us is, what fhall 


B ‘0 be deduéted out of the 95,000/, E be reckoned the open Seas of Ame- 


to be paid to us by Spain for our 
Loffes tn general, Bee: 

We are fo far, my Lords, from 
having obtained no Reparation, 
that, I think, I may now venture 
to fay, we have obtained, by this 
nvention, a more ample Repara- 
tion than was ever obtained by this 

ation in any former preliminary 
Treaty. Even in Oliver Cromwell's 

ime, by the Treaty of Peace, af- 

x phen we then = — Le 
Yutco, he accepted, by Wa - 
iminary, of an iimidiake Pa 


t 10,000/. in Part of Satisfaétion for 
great Number of Brij Ships that to regula 


rica. They fay, that their Coafts 
cannot be called open Sea; and 
that therefore, if any one of our 
Ships come upon their Coafts with- 
out Neceffity, they have a Right to 
fearch her, in order to fee whether 


F fhe has been concerned in any illicit 


Trade with their Settlements : They 
fay farther, that their Coafts in 4- 
merica, as well as their Coafts in Eu- 

, are within their own Domi- 
nions; that they have a Power to 
make what Regulations they 430 


yment G within their own Dominions ; 


have a Power 


that therefore, th 
1 be deemed 


te what 


had been feized and detained in the Testimonies of a Ship’s having been 


4C concerned 
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concerned in an illicit Trade, if 
fuch Ship be found upon their 
Coaits. Now, my Lords, that eve- 
sy Nation has a Sort of a Right to, 
and a Dominion over, what may 
properly be called their own Coaits, 


removed, that may be flarted » 

the firft ae, ppl e. 
Right to a free Navigation in the 
open Seas of America : It is not je 
Right to carry in our Ships what 
Goods we pleafe from one Par of 


1s what, I believe, no Man that un- A his Majefty’s Dominions to the o. 
ther: It is the Right the Spaniards 


derftands any Thing of the Law of 
Nations will deny ; but the Queftion 
is, how far out at Sea thefe Coafts 
fhall extend; and as this is a Quef- 
tion that has not yet been deter- 
mined by any ‘Treaty between 


have to take Methods, and to pre- 
{cribe Rules, within their own Do- 
minions, that is to fay, upon their 
own Coafts, for preventing an illicit 
Trade with their Settlements jn 4 


Spain and ys, it muft be very par- B merica, that is to be regulated by 


ticularly enquired into, before any 
Settlement can be made by a new 
Treaty. There may be Reafons 
for confining the Coait within much 
narrower Bounds in fome Seas than 
in others, In thofe Seas where the 


the Plenipotentiaries re{pectively na- 
med by this Convention; and jn 
this, our Plenipctentiaries, if they 
were inclined, can do us no Injury; 
becaufe the Regulations they agree 
to. can be of no Force, till they are 


common Courfe of Navigation lies C ratified by his Majefty. 


very near the Shoar, the Coaft of 
the neighbouring Country muft be 
very much confined ; and in thofe 
Seas, where the common Courfe of 
Navigation never approaches near 
the Shore, the neighbouring Coun- 


Whatever fome Lords may think 
of the Diftinétion between a Right 
and the Enjoyment of that Rigit, 
however incomprehenfible they may 
think it, I muft look on it as a jut 
and a proper Diftinétion ; for a Man 





try, or State, may be allowed to ex-D may have a Right to an Eftate, and 


tend their Coafts to a greater Dif- 
tance at Sea. 
Thefe Confiderations, my Lords, 
fhew how difficult it will be to re- 
ulate what the Spaniards may be 
allowed to call their Coafts in the 4- 


yet his Enjoyment of that Right 
may be regulated, or even reftrat- 
ed, “by fome Right or Privilege 
ranted to another. We havea 
ight to a free Navigation in the 
Seas of America ; but we have, by 


merican Seas, what may be called a E the Treaty in 1670, granted the 


Neceffity for a Ship's approaching 
their Coafts, and what may be cali- 
ed proper Teftimonies, or Proofs, of 
a Ship’s having been concerned in 
an illicit Trade; and no Man who 
confidered thefe Difficulties could 





Spaniards an exclufive Right to the 
Trade with their own Settlements 
in that Part of the World; an 

refore we have, according to at 
eftablifhed Maxim in Law, granted 
them every Thing that 1s neceflary 


expect, that they could be removed F for the Enjoyment of that exclulive 


in a fhort. Time, or by a prelimi- 
er ‘Treaty. . The Negotiators on 
both Sides will certainly be obliged 
to fend to the Weft-Indies, in order 
to have proper Information from 
thofe, who are perfectly acquainted 


ight. For this Purpofe they { 
Soe they muft fearch fuch “ 
Ships as approach their Coalts wi 
out any Neceflity, and mut 
them liable to Confifcation, ae 
Thing fhoiild be found on 


with the Navigation in thofe Seas ;G that is the proper Produce of . 
and both may, perhaps, be obliged Settlements ; becaufe, without 


to fend a fecond Time, in order to 


have thof Difficulties anfwered,. or 
/ 


it would be impoflible for tit 
exclude Foreigners from ca7)"">", 


- 
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> Trade with their Settlements; in which this Affair is to be finally 
and if this Privilege fhould be al» determined, we fhall have a Squa- 
lowed them, as a Confequence of dron in the W¢/-Jndies, that will be 
| the exclufive Right we have agreed = fufficient to proteét our Trade, as 
to by the Treaty in 1670, it would gainft any Injuftice that can be 
be a Sort of Reftraint upon our En= committed by their Guarda Cofla’s. 
| joyment of the Right we have toaA_ As for the Article that relates to 
free Navigation in the Seas of Ame- {ettling Limits between Frida and 
rica. I am far from granting, my Carolina, I am farprized, my Lords, 
Lords, that there is any Foundation to hear it found fault with. We 
for this Pretence. Ido not think; have got more by that Article, than 
that fuch a Privilege is abfolutely we could ever before get by any 
neceflary for enabling them toenjoy ‘Treaty between us and Spam; for 
their exclufive Right; but if it B by that Article, we have got them 
were, they would Si fome Rea- to acknowledge by Name, our Right 
fon for infiting upon its and whe- to Carolina; and tho’ we now give 
ther it be fo or not, is a Queftion the Name of Georgia to the fouthern 
that could not be enquired intoina Parts of Carolina, yet as Georgia was 
thort Time, and confequently, could formerly a Part of that Country to 
not be determined by a preliminary _ which in general we gave the Name 
Article. C of Carolina, I think this Article im- 
Thefe are the Difputes; my Lords, plies an Acknowledgment of our 
upon which our future Security de- Right to Georgia, and fhews that 
pends ; and as thefe Difputes are of the Spaniards do not difpute with us 
{uch a Nature that they could not our Right to that Province, but only 
be fettled in a fhort Time, there- the Limits between what we now 
fore we could not expect, that our call Georgia, ard what they and we 


future Security could Be provided D call Floridaz. They may, perhaps, 
for any other Way than it is by this pretend, that we have extended our 


preliminary Convention; nor could Settlements in Georgia too much to- 
we in this Cafe ftipulate any Suf- _ wards the fouthward; and by that 
penfion: We could not ftipulate,; Means have incroached upon their 
that they fhould fufpend fearching Territories in Florida; but from.this 
our Ships upon the high Seas; be- Article it cannot fo much as be pre- 
caufe it is what they never pre- E fumed, that they intend to difpute 
tended to: Such a Stipulation would our having a Right to any Part of 
really have been a Sort of Acknow- Georgia; and if they fhould, our 
ledgment, that our Right to a free Plenipotentiaries may refufe to treat 
Navigation on the open Seas of 4- with them upon fuch Terms, fot by 
merica was a difputable Point; and _ this Article they are laid under no 
if we had defired them to fufpend Obligation to do fo. Here, indeed, 
taking thofe Meafures, which they F the very Nature of the Difpute made 
think abfolutely neceflary for pre- a Sufpenfion neceflary; but I muft 
venting an illicit Trade, they would obferve, that this Sufpenfion is mu- 
have look’d on it as the Demand of tual; for the Spaniards are obiiged 
é rile tocarry on fucha Trade, to fufpend increafing their Fortifi- 
till the definitive Treaty fhould be cations, or taking any new Pofts, in 
concluded, which is a Demand we Florida, as much as we are in Caroli» 
Could not expeét they would grant.G na; and as Limits between frontier 
ree we had no Occafion to de- Provinces ue er selene: to 
an in thi e; be fe miffaries after 2 

y Sufpenfion in this Cafe ; y . 


ecaufe, during: the eight Months definitive -'Treaty is 
4 C2 . ats 
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am fure no fault can be found with 
referring the Limits between thefe 
two Provinces to be fettled by Ple- 
nipotentiaries, named and appointed 
by a Preliminary. 

I have now fhewn, I hope; my 


noble Lord that fpoke lait has he 
pleafed to recommend to etre 


never go to War with 
abfolute Neceflity ; for the 


cured more Happinefs for his Coun. 
try; and acquired more Glory to 


Lords, that by this Convention we A himfelf, than the late French Mo- 


have got all we could reafonably 
expect by a Preliminary; from 
whence it muft: be prefumed, I 
think, that we are in a fair way 
of getting all we cam reafonably 
demand by the folemn Treaty that 


narch did by all his Wars, and 

all the Tapeitry or hiftorical loon, 
he fet to work, affifted by an inf. 
nite Number of Poems, Panegy- 
ricks, and Pieces of Painting, which 
he procured at a vaft publick Ex. 


is to be concluded m purfuance of B pence, for celebrating the heroick 


this Preliminary, within the Space 
of eight Months, which is the fhort- 
eft Time that could be given for 
fettling thofe Difputes which {ftill 
fubfitt between us and Spain. 'There- 
fore, if the Affairs of Europe were 


Aétions he performed by his Ge. 
nerals and his Armies ; for what. 
ever Share he might claim in the 
Glory, I think he took care never 
to have any Share in the Danger. 
I fay, my Lords, if the Afairs 


in as favourable a Situation as we C of Europe, as well as our dometick 


could with, if our own Circumftan- 
ces were as happy as we could de- 
fire, it would have been imprudent 
in us to have begun Hoitilities, 
when we found the Court of Spain 
fo well inclined to give us all rea- 


Affairs, had been in the beft Situa- 
tion, it would have been imprudent 
in’ us to have engaged in Wu, 
efpecially againft Spain, when we 
found ourfelves in fo fair a Way of 
obtaining all we could defire by 


fonable Satisfaction: His Majeity D peaceable Means; but as neither 


would have aéted contrary to the 
Advice given him laft Seflion by 
his Parliament, if he had refufed 
to accept of fuch a preliminary 
Convention. By commencing Ho- 
ftilities we might, perhaps, have 


our own Affairs, nor the Affairs of 
Europe, can be faid to be at preient 
in a very favourable Situation, it 
was certainly our Bufinefs to avoid 
engaging in War, at this Junctur, 
if poffible. What this Situation 


added to our Glory, and might E may be owing to, I hhall not take 


have given more Satisfaction to 
thofe, who delight in Strife and 


Contention, as well as to Men of 


defperate Fortunes, who want to 
fith in troubled Waters; but thefe 
Sorts of Men are fuch as no wife 


Government will endeavour to fa- F loaded with, are known to 
tisfy, and every one knows, that 


the Happinefs of a Country is di- 


-ftin& from, and often inconfiftent 
with its Glory. The late King of _fince engag 
rs 


Scweden, by feeking his own G 
-in War, raifed it to a very hi 
‘ Pitch, but he ruined, he difj 
his Country ; and if we follow the 
‘Example of Cardinal Freuri, (for I 


ail i 


~ think I may name him) which the 


upon me to determine ;. but with 
refpect to our domeftick Affairs, | 
am fure, the Situation they ae 
is not owing to any late Mifina- 
on. ap eg here at home. The Debts 
and the Taxes we are at prefent 
be the 
unhappy Relicks of the lat heavy 
War we were engaged im againk 
France and Spain. We have neve 
in any War, we have 


been put to no ce, ty 
y 


has been authori 


“aie 
ed G Parliament, as being 2 utely 


ceflary for the current Servi 
therefore, if we bare pa tf 
a finall Pa of the Debi we 





ver 
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curred during that War, it can pro- 
ceed from no Mifmanagement, but 
from a tender Regard to the People, 
which prevented our loading them 
with more Taxes than were abfo- 
lately neceflary for paying the In- 
tereit growing due to the Creditors A 
of the Publick, and forsdefraying 
that Expence which the Parliament, 
from Year to Year, thought necefla- 
ry for the publick Service. 

And with regard to the prefent 
Situation of Affairs in Erope, it May, | 
for what I know; my Lords, be B 
owing to the Ambition of one Court, 
and the Pride and Obftinacy of an- 
other, bat Iam fure it can be no 
Way juftly imputed to the bad Con- . 
duct of any of thofe who are now, 
or have lately been, employed in the 
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of this Nation: The Emperor had 
formed a Project of eft ablifhing the 
Trade of Flanders upon the Ruins 
of the Trade of this Kingdom; and 
the Court of Spaim had formed a 
Project for wrefting from us the im- 

rtant Fortrefles of Gibraltar and 

ort-Mahon. Againit thefe Projects, 
the beft, indeed the only Meafure 
we could take, was the defenfive 
Alliance we entered into with France 
by the Treaty of Hanover ; and this 
accordingly put an End to the am- 
bitious Projects both of the Ezperor 
and Spain ; or at leaft the Meatures 
we took in purfuance of that Trea- 
ty, prevented their being able to 
carry any of them into Execution. 
The Meafures we took upon the 
breaking out of the late War be- 


Adminiftration of our publick Affairs, C tween France and the Emperor, had 


Our Minifters are neither the Maf- 
ters nor the Direétors of the Coun- 
fels of foreign Princes or States; and 
therefore, cannot be juftly made to 
account for their Aétions or Behavi- 
our. They may be made to account 


likewife the good Fortune to be au- 
thorized or approved by Parliament, 
and, I think, with great Reafon. 
We had then no Demands either 
upon France or Spain, at leaft none 
that either of them had exprefsly 


for their own ; but with regard even D refufed to comply with; therefore, 


to their own Behaviour, we ought 
not to judge of their Meafures by 
the Event, we ought to confider 
them in the Light they appeared 
in when taken: It is eafy to find 
fault with paft Meafures, when crofs 
Accidents happen that could not be E 
then forefeen, or when Time clears 
up Faéts that could not be then 
difcovered ; but whatever our late 
Meafures may have been with re- 
gard to foreign Affairs, thofe who 
advifed them have had the good 
Fortune to have every Step of their F 


5 Conduét approved of by Parliament. 


Even the late Treaty of Hanover, 
Which fome People now pretend to 
ind fault with, was a ed by 
Patliament; and I ftill think it de- 
ferved the Ap tion it met with; 


ior by the Treaty between the Em-G loquence 


and Spain in 1725, they had 
rtainly both formed Projets a- 
aint the Trade or the Pofleflions 


from our own Intereft, we had no 
Call to engage in that War, unlefs 
it had been pufhed fo far as to en- 
danger the Balance of Power in E£x- 
rope; and furely we are not obliged 
to fupport the Court of Vienna in all 
the ambitious Projeéts they may form, 
nor were we obliged to affift them in 
a War they had brought upon them- 
felves, by endeavouring to prefcribe 
Rules to an independent Ricatom 
in the Election of its Sovereign. 
Thus, my Lords, I have ftated 
in a proper Light, thofe Facts which, 
I think, have been very.much mif- 
taken by fome Lords who have {poke 
in this Debate ; and I have endea- 
voured to do it with that Plainnefs 
and Simplicity which becometh the 
Dignity of this Houfe. If Wit and E- 
could have any Weight 
with your Lordthips, e who 
have {poke upon the other Side of 
the Queftion could not have a. 

















of perfuading ; but, I think, it isa 
bad Compliment to your yrairek 
fodgment to attempt to perfuade 

y fuch Means: I know your Lord- 
fhips Caution and Penetration, and 
therefore, if I could, I fhould not 


attempt to impofe upon your Judg- A others which are to be 


ment by Wit or Eloquence, ‘efpeci- 
ally in the prefent Queftion; be- 
caufe the Side on which I fpeak, 
fiands in need of none of the Arts 
of Perfuafion: If it be viewed in 
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are ‘led by theit Paffions, a fome 
in fuch Affemblies only “ate ae 
pee Tere can be of Service, I thall m0 
readily gtant; but I mui obferve — 
that as fome Paffions are to be led aes 
by the Senfe of Hearing; there are ay; 

led b 
Senfe of Feeling alone; rh gy F bad 
were not fully convinced that the cay 
Members of this Affembly are go: tha | 
verned by Reafon; and by noth | oo 


elfe, I fhould riever attempt to fpeak; 


its true and natural Light, like B becaufe I know myfelf as litte ca. . ¥ 


Trath, it muft be irrefiftible. 


Q. Fabius Maximus flood up nex; 
and fpoke to the Efe as follews; 
VIZ. 


My Lards, 
N what I have to offer to your 
Lordthips upon the Subject now 

under our Confideration, I fhall not 
fo much as attempt any Sort of 
rhetorical Sti:z:: I have, indeed, [ 
think, much lefs Occafion for it 


than the noble Lord who fpoke D left of an Accommodation. Thele 


laft; for Faéts fpeak themfelves, 
and all the Faéts that relate to the 
prefent Queftion, are fo plainly a- 
aim that Side which his Lordthip 
eemed to favour, that he muft par- 
don me, if I think, he could have 


faid but very little, if he had made E merce lay expof 


no ufe of any of the Arts of Elo- 
quence. If it were poffible to ima- 
gine that Wit or Eloquence could 

ve any Influence upon this Houfe, 
I thould have but little Encourage- 


ment to think myfelf capable of ei- 


ther; for in all the important Quef- F Anfwer. This, I knew, mig 


tions that have happened, almoft e- 
ver fince I had a Seat here, the Ma- 
jority has generally been againft that 
Side of the Queftion, on which I had 
the Misfortune to fpeak ; yet I al- 
ways thought I had Reafon on my 





Thad upon any former Occafion, I 


there are Afiemblies which and fent where they mig 


‘ 


_ Cgiven laft Seffion to the Crows, I 


Side ; but as I now think, I have G the Burden of ene oer 
a great deal more Reafon than ever becaufe I made no Dou ange 

a large Body of our ‘Troops 
=A to meet with a different Fate. be embarked on board our 


pable of touching thofe Paffions, that peg 


are to be led by Feeling, as land’ mo” 
touching thofe that are to be led by ateg 
Hearings . a L 

My Lords; when we granted thofe Fay ae 





extraordinary Powers that were anal 


would 
have f 
ourfely 
out, h; 
for fur 
Prepar 
derab)k 
bf a Vi 
pbtaini 
mut 






believe none of your Lordhips 
meant; I am fare I did not ime 

ine; that in Confequence of that 
Grant, the Nation was to be put 
to any extraordinary Expence, a 
long as there were the leait Hopes 























Hopes, I knew, might have been 
determined by the Return of on 
Courier: They ought to have been 
fo, confidering how far the Scalon 
of the Year was advanced, and the 
Danger out Navigation and Com- 
to in the meat 
Time. It was only fending Orden 
by’a Courier to our Minitter at the 
Court of Spain, to have put two of 
three plain Queftions to that Cou 
by Way of Ultimatum, and to have 
infifted on a fpeedy and ca 6 


ht 
been done in three or four Weekss 
and, therefore, when I heard of ow 


t naval Pre tions, I € 
Sothing but War: I Ste 
fome of my honeft Neighbon a 
the Country would be relieved | 
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fme Service to their Country, I 
jile thought that this Seffion of 
Parliament would have opened with 
3 Sort of Treaty or Convention, that 

‘ves us neither War nor Peace, nor 
any Thing, in my Opinion, but Shame 
and Confufion. 

Indeed, when I heard our Squa- 
drons were failed, and found, by 
the Complaints of my elpphourt 

® that our Iroops remained, I cannot 

fy quiet, in their Quarters, I be- 

an to fufpeé&t fome new Carthagena 
Frpedition, I began to fear that 

2) our fham War would end in a fham 
Peace; and now I find my Fears 

= were not without Foundation, But, 
my Lords, if we had obtained as 
= honourable a Treaty as ever was 
F concluded by this or any Nation, | 
} would neverthelefs have ventured to 
have faid, that the Expence we put 
ourfelyes to, the Squadrons we fitted 
out, had no Share in obtaining it 3 
for furely thofe Fleets, thofe warlike 
Preparations, that can do no confi- 
gerable Harm to an Enemy in Cafe 
of a War, can have no Influence in 
pbtaining a Peace. Our Squadron 
ist to the Mediterranean was, it 
deems, defigned to be a harmlefs 
Squadron ; and that which was fent 
0 the Wef- Indies, *tis allowed, mutt 
lave been fo, till they got fome 
d-Forces on board, for which 
10 Preparations were made, either 
t home or in our Plantations. But 
¢ are told, that Land-Forces might 
von have been raifed in our Planta- 
ons, which is a Faét I very much 
foubt of: We have, as yet, but 
w {pare Hands in any of our Plan- 
ations, and to have taken Men 
rom that valuable Labour, in which 
Planters and their Servants are 
ways employed, would have been 
, great Lols to our Frade. It would 
ave been much better to have fent 





























ave at home, to fome of our moft 
talthful Plantations, in order to 
ve been there ready at a Gall; 
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for the Difference of the Climate is 
fo far from being an Argument a- 
gainft, that it is a ftrong Argument 
tor fending them thither fome 
Months before we have Ufe for 
them, that they may have Time 
Ato be feafoned to the Climate, and 
to recover from the Fatigues of a 
long Yoyage, before they are fent 
upon any Expedition againit an 
Enemy. 
This, my Lords, would haye had 
a greater Influence upon the Court 
B of Spaim, than all the Men of War 
we fitted out; for I muft think it 
was a yery extraordinary Sort of 
Management, to fit out above 100 
Sail of Men of War, againit a Na- 
tion that cannot fend 39 capital 
Ships to Sea, Therefore, if the 
c Court of Spain was to be frightned 
or threatened into Terms, we ought 
to have fent out Regiments af Foot, 
inftead of moft of the Men of War 
that were fitted out; and if that 
Court was not to be threatened, 
there was no Occafion for putting 
p ourfelves to any Expence till a War 
was actually refolved on, As eu 
have but few Ships at Sea, and tho 
they have, hard to be met with in 
fuch a wide Ocean as that between 
Spain and America, our Squadrons, 
without a Land-Force along with 
EF them, can do them little or no Pre- 
judice ; and fuppofe we could have 
raifed a fufficient Land-Force in our 
Plantations, it will, I hope, be al- 
lowed, that after we fent Or- 
ders for raifing that Land-Force, we 
might have fitted out a Squadron 
phere at home, and fent it thither, 
time enough for taking thofe Land- 
Forces on abroad, ‘before they could 
have been ready to embark. There- 
fore. we ae as atle, Seca ~~ 
uttin ves to the Expence 
aael hadeasion, as we had for 


or 10,000 of the idle Fellows we G putting ourfelves to. the Expence of 


raifing Land-Forces, till we had. 
a final Anfwer from Spain and = 


out threatening spilarede, teem. et 


~- — -——--- 
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their Territories, in Europe or Ame- 
vice, with a LandsArmy, our nume- 
rous Squadrons could now as little 

rfende them to agree to our 
Terms, as Ffer’s Squadron could 
formerly perfuade them to deliver 


the Effeéts of their Galleons into his A 


Hands. 
I am convinced, my Lords, that the 


Squadrons we fent out laft Summer, 
like fome others we have upon for- 
mer Occafions fitted out, gave all Eu- 
rope an Occafion of Mirth, inftead 
of giving the Spaniards an Occafion 
of Fear. The Court of Spain muft 
miftake our Power, cr defpife our 
Management, otherwife they would 
not have dared to have offered fach 
a Preliminary Treaty, as we have 
ftoop’d to accept of. Preliminaries 


mous Peace, as well as th . 
we may be rs Te to “apn fe 
m a juft and honourable Wo, k 
feems now to become a fathionable 
Doétrine amongft us, that a trading 
Nation ought to be cautious of en- 
gagin in War. My Lords, jt he 
iretlly the Contrary: No Nation 
ought to go to War without Provo. 
cation; but of all Nations ip the 
World, a Nation engaged in foreign 
Trade ought to be the moft jealons of 
its Honcur and Privileges, and there. 


B fore the moft cautious of fubmitting 


to any Thing that may look like an 
infamous Peace. The Nature of ix 
Trade obliges many of its People to 
trave], and fome of them to live in 
foreign Countries : They mutt there 
meet with Juftice and Refped, o 


are fometimes agreed on by Nati- C therwife they neither will travel 


ons engaged in War, before they 
can conclude a folemn and defini- 
tive Treaty of Peace; but by fuch 
Preliminaries the moft material 
Points are always fettled, and fome 
Pledges are generally given for Per- 
formance of Articles. 
liminaries no one material Point is 
fettled ; the only one that is fettled 
is, that relating to the Damages we 
have fuftained, and that is fettled 
by our agreeing to give a general 
Releafe, without receiving one Shil- 
ling Confideration. 
called a Treaty? To me it feems 
as if our Minifter had prefented 
M, de la Quadra with a Carte 


Blanche, a Sheet of clean Paper, ' 


and defired he would write what 
he pleafed, becaufe it was necef- 


nor live, nor can they carry on any 
Trade. But can they expect 
meet with Juftice, or even with 
common Civility, if the Nation 
to which they belong be generally 
defpifed and contemned, which it 


y thefe Pre- D muit be, if it fubmits to an ini 
mous Peace? This will be our Cafe, 
if we fhould be fo fond of Peace x 
to avoid going to War, when we 


have a juit Occafion, If we do 
not vindicate our Honour, and af- 
fert the Rights and Privileges of 


Can this be E our People, in all Parts of the 


World. where they may have 0 
cafion to go, we muft give up ow 
foreign Trade ; for no Briti Sub- 
jeét will go abroad to take ar 
of it, if he finds himfelf infulted 
and abufed in every Country 


dary for us to have a Treaty of fome F comes to. Our own Colonies will 


kind or other. 

My Lords, I thall t that, be- 
fore we refolve on a War, we ought 
to confider what we may lofe, as 
well as what we may get; but, I 
hope, "twill be allowed, that before 


2 conclude a Peace, or any Treaty G muft reaflume one of © 
venting a War, we ought to 
etude the Dangers we aay be ex- 


defert us: If we will not prod 
them, they mutt feek for Prnvec> 
tion fomewhere. elfe. There‘ort, 
if we have a Mind to preferve of 
Trade or our Navigation, wé 


take care not to be infulted: We 
ur anes 


Motto’s: Nemo me cme ud 


muft be the Word in eve 


‘poled to by fabmitting to an infs- and the Refoluion of ee? 5 
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fmbly, within the Brity2 Domi- 
nions. 

[ hall not pretend, my Lords, 
that we have Viétory chained to 
our Chariot Wheel, yet I may fay 
what from all our Hiftories will ap- 


or Martinique, the Courfe of Navi- 
gation between their Settlements 
upon the Continent and thefe I- 
flands, is fo much confined, that we 
might intercept every one of their 
Ships, either by our Men of War or 


pear, that in the Wars we have A Privateers. Befides, my Lords, thefe 


been engaged in, we have always 
come off with Honour, when our 
Affairs were under a wife Admini- 
firation. In a War with Spain, if 
we judge from Experience, we have 
more to hope than to fear. We may 


Expedients, or any Expedient that 
could be contrived, would lay the 
whole Spani/ Nation under fuch 
Diftrefles and Difficulties, that they 
would be glad to accept of Peace 
upon reafonable ‘Terms. 


do them great Damage, and gain B Thus, my Lords, we might not 


confiderable Advantages to ourfelves, 
even by privateering or feizing their 
Ships at Sea. They cannot fubfift, 
they cannot defray the Expences of 
their civil Government, much lefs 
fupport the Charge of a heavy War, 
athout having their 
brought home from America. If 
they bring it home in Gadlons or 
btas, we may intercept it by our 
uadrons: If they bring it home 
fingle Ships, we fhall intercept 
many of them by our Privateers or 


mall Cruifers, ‘They cannot bring D we might do infinite 


t home either in French or Dutcb 
phips; becaufe by the 6th Article 
Mf the Treaty of Utrecht between 
rance and us, the King of France is 
xprefsly obliged, not to accept of 
hy other Ufage of Navigation to 
ain, and the Spanih 
hat was praétifed there in the 


Reion of King Charles II. of Spain, - 


r than what thall likewife be fully 
pyven and granted at the fame 
ime, to other Nations and People 
bncerned in Trade. Therefore the 
hantards could not lay the Trade to 
heir Settlements in America open to 
be French, at leaft the French could 
pt accept of it; and if the Dutch 
buld, they would be oppofed by 
vance as well as us, which is an 


ppofition they would not, I be- 


ve, chufe to ftruggle with. And G Indies from our 


for the Spaniards carrying on a 
rrefpondence. with the Dutch at 
‘affia, or the French at Hippaniola 


Indies, than E any Part of the 


F do, if they had any 


only reap Advantage by pack 
them at Sea, but we might reap flil 
greater Advantages, and reduce them 
to greater Difficulties, by attacking 
them at Land. It would not, ’tis 
true, be our Intereft to attempt 


Treafure C making any Conquefts upon the 


Continent of O/d Spain; but by 
having a Squadron with 5 or 6,000 
Land-Forces on board, continually 
roving round their Coafts, and mak- 
ing Inroads upon the Country, as 
often as they found an Opportunity, 
ifchief to 
our Enemies, and often get rich 
Booties for our Soldiers and Sea- 
men. Then with regard to their 
Settlements in America, as we could 
prevent any Supplies of Troops or 
Ammunition being fent thither from 
World, we might 

plunder them from one End to the 
other; or if we thought it more for 
our Purpofe, we might enable them 
to throw off the Yoak of Spain, 
which molt, even of the Spaniards 
that are born there, would gladly 
Support on 
which they could depend, becaufe 
of the Oppreffion they meet with 
from their Governors and other Offi- 
cers, who are all Natives of Od Spain. 
We are not to judge of what may 
be done againft Spain in the Wef- 
anagement of the 
laft War againft France and Spain. 
It was not the Difficulty of the Un- 
dertaking that prevented an Attempt 
4D " being 
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being made in that Part of the 
World ; but we had taken fo great 
a Share of the War in Europe upon 
ourfelves, and were at fo great an 
Expence, that we could not fpare 
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Match for them. The Sea, my 
Lords, is our Element, and it will 
be-our Defence, as long as we pre. 
ferve our Trade, which we mut - 
lofe if we allow our Merchants ang 
























either Money or Troops for fuch an Seamen to be infulted and plun- - 
Undertaking ; and as none of our A dered. A War with Spain is, there- lait 
Allies would join with us in it, if fore, become unavoidable, if they sere 
we had gone upon it by ourfelves _refufe to give us Satisfaction, as weil Seai 
alone, it might have created a Jea- as Reparation and Security ; and if pe 
loufy in fome of them, which would they fhould be joined by France, let des 
have been of dangerous Confequence the Dangers from fuch an Union be Hug 
to the grand’ Defign; but if the what they will, we mutt face them; app 
whole Confederacy had agreed to B for E hope no Man will fay, we are of ( 
have made a vigorous Pufh that to look tamely on, and fee Frexe ones 
Way, immediately after the Battle and Spain plundering our Merchants, Thr 
of Hochfat, | believe it would have abufing our Seamen, and deftroying had 
fucceeded, and would have beena our Trade, with Impunity. for t 
Means of putting an End to the The prefent Circumftances of Fu ploy 
War much fooner than we did ; for rape, my Lords, I hhall allow to be Neg 
the French, as fome of their Mini- C very different from what they were have 
iters have fince declared, would not in Q. Elizabeth's Days; but if he the ( 
have been fo long able to fupport had managed her foreign Negotia- agair 
the Expence of the War, if it Fad tions, as we feem to have managed lame 
not been for the great Remittances ours for thefe 20 Years pait, the in E; 
they had from the Spanib Weft-In- would have been in much wore for A 
dies. Circumftances than we are at pr- Ti 

Now, my Lords, with regard to D fent. She was in Danger of having Eliza 
the Dangers we may be expofed to, Spain, France, and Scotland, joined Year: 
even fuppofe France fhould join o- with a powerful Party in her own thenc 


penly with Spain againft us, if we 
were united amongit ourfelves, and 
under a popular, that is, a wife Ad- 
miniftration, we have nothing fo 


fear from an Union of thefe two E and Kingdom of France, and Phill 


great Powers. We may frighten 
ourfelves with Bugbears of Invafi- 
ons, and God knows what, but till 
they have a naval Force fuperior to 
any we can fend againft them, we 
have nothing to fear; and it would 


be our Fault if we allowed them to F prevailed on Fames VI. of Se 


increafe their naval Force during a 
War. We may, ’tis true, be obliged 
to divide our naval Force ; but the 
naval Force of France and Spain 
could not all join in one Port; we 
might render it almoft impoffible 


for them to do fo; and if they G temporary, annual Expedients a 


fhould, we might join our Squa- 


drons together as well as they, in would have been undone ; b 


which Cafe we would be more than 


2 






Dominions, againft her. Toward 
the Beginning of the Year 1585, the 
Duke of Gui/e had got almoft the 
abfolute Government of the King 










II. of Spain had juft conquered Par 
tugal, and had almoft entirely It: 
duced the Malcontents in [si 
and Flanders. - Thefe two were @ 


. ' Pros 
a private League againit the 
schiat Religion, and had very near 











afterwards James I. of England ’ 
join with ae In thefe “_ 
ftances, if Q. Elizabeth hed ft 
weak or ridiculous Ambaflador 
foreign Courts, or if fhe had wae 
only, of putting of the evil Day 









fhe and the Proteitant Ree 







forefaw her Danger, and ~~ 












therefore, to begin the Attack, be- 
fore the Project of her Enemies was 
ripe for Execution. She fent one of 
the ableft and moft expert Minifters 
then in the World, to Scotiand, by 
| whofe Addrefs and Intrigues the at 
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deal more by the War, than they 
could have done by an open Trade 
with that Kingdom ; therefore fhe 
would never hear of reftoring the 
Peace, tho’ the Spaniards would 
have gladly fued for it to her, if 


lat fecured that King in her In- A they had hoped for Succefs, as they 


tereft. She attack’d the King of 
Spain in his own Dominions, both 
| in the Netherlands and the Weft-fn- 
dies; and fhe gave fuch Aid to the 
Huguenots in France as entirely dif- 
appointed the Projets of the Duke 


did to her Succeffor, before he was 
well feated on the Throne. In O/- 
ver Cromwell's Time, the War he 
engaged in againft Spain, was cer- 
tainly a Piece of political Wifdom : 
He found it neceflary to eftablith his 


of Gaife, and greatly conrributed B Government, by making fome Con+ 


towards raifing Henry IV. to the 
Throne of that Kingdom. If we 
had had fuch Forefight and Wifdom 
for thefe 20 Years paft, or had em- 
ployed {uch Minifters in our foreign 
Negotiations, we fhould not now 


y mer or gaining fome Advantage 
r the Nation abroad; and Spain 
was the only Nation from whom he 
could take any Thing that would be 
of real Advantage to this. » He join- 
ed with France, ’tis true; but the 


have been frightning ourfelves with @ Power of France was not then for- 


the Conjunétion of France and Spain 
againft us, nor fhould we have been 
lamenting, that we have not a Friend 
in Europe, on whom we can depend 
fer Affiftance. 

Tho’ our War with Spain in Q. 


Years, we are not, my Lords, from 
thence to conclude, that the War 
muft now continue as long, before 
we can bring them to a Compliance. 
his Nation is now more powerfal, 
and Spain much weaker, than at 
at Time. 
of England and Ireland only: Our 
Plantations were in their Infancy, 
tland often in a State of Rebellion, 
and Scotland kept in Friendfhip with 
s by her Wifdom alone. the 
other hand, the King of Spain was 


















wgal, and as powerful, perhaps more 
powerful than at prefent, in the 
h-Indies: Befides which, he was 
hen Mafter of the 17 Provinces of 
ne Netherlands, and of the two Si- 





hut add, that in Q. Elizabeth's 
ime, it was not the Intereft of 
mis Nation to be at Peace with 
ain; her Subje&ts. made a great 








lies and Milan in aly. TothisIG 


midable ; and by: his getting Poflef- 
fion of Dunkirk, he opened ‘a Door 
for our affifting France againtt Spain; 
or Spain againft France, accordin 

as we fhould afterwards find proper ; 
and if he had lived, as he under- 


Elizabeth's Time continued for many D ftood the Intereft of his Country, 


he would probably have foon clapt 
up a Peace with Spain, and perhaps 
have joined with them  againft 
France, which would probably have 
prevented the Pyrenean phar | of 
Peace, the Source of all the Evils 


Q. Elizabeth was Queen — Europe has fince been expofed to; 


but he died within 3 Months after 
he got Poffeflion of Dunkirk, and 
but a little more than 3 Years after 
he had begun the War with Spain 5 
fo that the Continuance of that War 
is not to be imputed to any Inabili- 


en Mafter both of Spain and Por- f ty we were in of forcing Spain to 


accept of a Peace upon reafonable 
Terms, but to the Confufions and 
Diftraétions this Nation was in, from 
Cromwell's Death to the Reftoration 
of King Charles 11. when Peace be- 
tween the two Nations was reftored, 
tho’ the folemn Treaties for that 
Purpofe were not concluded till the 
Years 1667 and 1670. 

. Therefore, my Lords, if we judge 
4Dz2 from 
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from Experience, we muft conclude, 
that if Spain is not fupported by 
France, the War between the two 
Nations cannot be of any long Con- 
tinuance; and while it continues, if 
right Meafures.are taken, our Trade 


vateers, .as it has done for almoft zo 
Years by their.Guarda Coffa’s.. .But 
fuppofe they fhould be fupported by 
France, yet if ‘Care be taken to re- 
move the Difcontents of our own Peo- 
ple,.and vigorous Meafures purfued, I 
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Thus, my Lords, I believe ; 


appear, that, if we were now aa 
berty to confider the Danger 
may be expofed to, and the Advan- 
tages we may reap, by eneaging in 
i¢ =a War with Spain, we thould upon 
cannot fuffer fo much by their Pri- A the Comparifon, find, that we have 


5 we 


more to hope than to fear; but we 
have met with many Infults, and 
fuch difdainful Treatment from tia: 
Nation, for many Years paft, that 
if they refufe or delay to give us S9. 
tisfaction, Reparation, and Security, 


think France and Spain, even-when B we-have no fuch Liberty left, we 


united againitus, have more to fear 
from us, than we have from them, 
tho’ we fhould. be. fo deftitute of 
Friends as-not to: meet with Afhit- 
ance from any one Power in Europe. 
Indeed, if. we fhould ever have the 


mutt go to War let the Confequence 
be. what it will ; and in fuch a Cafe, 
I can look upon:no Man as a Friend 
to his Country, who endeavours to 
terrify the People with the Dangers 
they are to encounter. This, my 


Misfortune to be involved in a War C Lords, leads me of courfe to coni- 


againft France arid Spain, while we 
are. under an Adminiftration, in 
which neither our People at home, 
nor our Friends abroad, can put any 
Confidence, an Adminittration who 
had fhewn themfelves incapable. of 


der, whether we have got, by the 
Convention now under our Conf- 
deration, any Satisfaction, Security, 
or Reparation ; and for this Purpole 
I fhall go thro’ the feveral Articles; 
but I muft firf& obferve, that with 


governing. in Time of Peace, sand D regard to Satisfaction, there is not 


who, of courfe, we muft fuppofe 
much more incapable of governing 
in Time of. War, in that Cafe I do 
not know what might be the Con- 
fequence. Such an Adminiftration 
would think of nothing but protect- 
ing themfelves at home, againit the 
Refentments of an injured and. dif- 
contented People, and would, there- 
fore, neither think of, nor be able 
to take,» proper Meafures for dif- 
trefling our Enemies abroad, or for 
protecting our Trade at Sea, or our 


one Article that relates to it: [tu 
not fo much as referred to the Ple- 
nipotentiaries to regulate what Se 
tistaction the Spanyb Nation full 
make us, for the many heinows In- 


dignities they have~put upon Ws: 
E Nay we feem, by the very Pream- 
ble, to have given up all Title @ 
it, by acknowledging, that the 
Grievances have been mutusl. My 
Lords, defy the moft eloquent A¢- 
vocate for Spain, to thew any on 
Grievance we have fubjetted then 


Pofieffions at Land, in any diftant F to, or any one Injury we have dow 


Part ef the World. Our only Safe- 
guard, our only Relief, would. be 
in our Parliament; and the only 
Meafure our Parliament could take, 
for the Salvation of their Country, 
would he, to force a Change in the 


them, ever fince the Treaty of Se 
ville. By that:Treaty we did thea 





Adminiftration, and to recover theG Therefore. muft think mae 


Affetions of our_own People,and Sacrificing ¢ 
the Confidence of our Pam. Allies, the Hi “¢ 


by punifhing thofe, who, by their 
Conic, hed fortined beck.” 


































Grievances were alledged on each 
Side, as well in the Wef-Indies, as 
4 elfewhere. 

Then, my Lords, with regard to 
our future Security, I muft obferve, 
that it is of two Kinds: It relates 


either to the Freedom of our Navi- 4 


a gation and Commerce, or to the free 
| Enjoyment of our Poffeffions and Pri- 
| vileges in that Part of the World. 

As to the Freedom of our Naviga- 

tion and Commerce, the only Arti- 

cle that relates to it, is the firft, and 
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54.1 
Havens. By the Treaty in 1670, 
we promifed, ’tis true, that the Sub- 
jects of this Kingdom fhould not fail 
to and traffick in the Ports and Ha- 
vens, that have Fortifications or Ma- 
gazines, nor in any other Place pof- 
fefled by the King of Spain in the 
Weft-Indies; but we did not pro- 
mife, that our Ships fhould not {ail 
along their Coafts, nor did we give 
them a Right to fearch fuch Ships, 
or to prefcribe what Sort of Goods 
or Effects they thould have on board : 


by that we have almoft in exprefs p Nay, we did not fo much as give 


Terms given it up; for asa noble 
lord has obferved before me, if it 
be regulated, it muft be reftrained, 
and that which is reftrained, can no 
longer be faid to be free. I was 
{urprized to hear it faid, that the 
Spaniards pretend to a Right of q 
fearching our Ships, only upon their 
own Coafts. Do not we know that 
they fearch them wherever they can 
meet with them in the American 
Seas? Do not feveral of the Peti- | 
tions and other Papers we have be- 
fore us fhew, that they not only p 
fearch them many Leagues out at 
Sea, but pretend ‘to make Prize of 
them, upon the ridiculous Pretence 
of their having contraband Goods 
on board? What the Spaniards may 
mean, or what the noble Lord that 
{poke laft may mean, by their own p 
® Coatts, I do not know: It is a Word 
that has no determined ' Significa- 
ion; but whatever may be meant 
by the Word, it is certain that no 
Night or Dominion can be acquired 
to any Part of the Sea, no more 
han to any Part of the Land, but p 
by Occupancy and Poffeffion, which 
nuit. be declared by overt Aéts ; for 
Nation's being in Pofleffion of the 
and, gives them. no Right to any 
art of the neighbouring Sea 5 and 
not know that we have ever 
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pan 
wt of the Seas of America, 
the Limits of their Ports or 
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wv 


them a Right to fearch any of our 
Ships, that fhould be forced into any 
of their Ports in America, by Strets 
of Weather, or any fuch Accident: 
On the contrary, we exprefsly ftipu- 
lated, that fuch Ships thould be al- 
lowed to depart whenever they had 
a Mind, without any Lett or Molef- 
tation. Yet that Treaty, which now 
feems to be the utmoft we afpire to, 
was in thofe Days thought fo difad- 
vantageous for this Kingdom, that the 
Gentleman who negotiated and con- 
cluded it, durft never return to Exg- 
land, tho’ he was of a good Family; 
and had feveral contiderable Relati- 
ons, who might have procured him 
a Quietus for any Slip he had been 
guilty of in his Negotiations, if our 
Parliaments had then been as ready 
to overlook {uch Slips, as fome have 
been fince that Time. 

By the Treaty in 1670, my Lords, 
the Spaniards have no Right to fearch 
any Britifa Ship, even in their Ports 
in the Wefi- Indies, when fuch Ship 
happens to be forced in there by any 


Sea Diftrefs; and much lefs have . 


they a Right to confifcate Ship and 
Cargo, on account of her having 


Ssanifb Money, or Spanifo Goods on 
board, unlefs they eral ge that 
fuch Money, or fach » had by 
that Ship been taken on board from 


fome of their Settlements. Nay, in 
Old Spain, where a free Trade is al- 


lowed, they are not to fearch a Bri- 
tie Ship, even in their ae 
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be unladed: They are only to put 


tlements, even tho’ fuch Shi 









































Cafiom-houfe Officers, not exceed- by Diiftrefs be drove into ee ws W, 
at ing three, on board, to fee that Ports or Havens in that Part of “4 vi 
bey By while fhe is unlading, no Goods World, is what we can never = ext 
aide Bf thall be landed without paying the It is what we ought not to. have : z * 
ie eae) Duties; as appears from the roth  gotiated about, and much lef o he wo! 
sh | ea, Article of the Treaty 1667. But A we to have referred it to Bleninsne, oe 
sh inte now, it feems, we are reduced fo tiaries to be regulated ; for if it be mel 
mY Oe low, that we muft grant them a_ regulated, it muft be eftablihed. Me 
; ‘ Right to fearch our Ships within and we may judge ‘from their lite Lor 
TL! le what they fhall pleafe to call their Behaviour, how well they will ob- upo 
a +3 Sea Coafts, that is to fay, within ferve any Regulations it can be laid in { 
. \ Sight of any Land they fhall pleafe under, upol 
DB ed to call theirs in America; for that B From whence, my Lords, jt ap- for 
He ee will be the Confequence: If you pears, I think, mott evidently, thar ther 
A a fix it at one League, or two Leagues inflead of flipulating any Thing for Tra 
St ASRS from the Shoar, their Guarda Coffa’s the future Security of our Trde will 
t aT will fay, every Briti/ Ship that is and Navigation in the Americar Seas, Brea 
ti within Sight of Land, is within one we have by this Convention almot Let 
J * or two Leagues of the Shoar: Nay  exprefsly given up the Freedom both with 
} ae farther, we muft grant thema Right, C of our ‘Trade and Navigation in gran 
Hh Bs. it feems, not only to fearch, but to thofe Seas. But fuppofe their Right leaft 
hee. EH confifeate Ship and , if upon of fearching and confi{cating Britih vileg 
i . fuch Search, they find, or can fteal, Ships, that may be found failing « of; 
a ' on board, two or three Pieces of long their Coafts in America, wer us a 
Site Spanif Money, or any other Goods _ to be eftablifhed, and put under cer- they 
} which they call the Produce of their tain Regulations, by the dehnuve B regar 
Settlements in America. At this rate, PD Treaty that is to be concluded in Imp 
my Lords, we muit give up Fa- purfuance of this Convention; iure- Was ; 
maica, and all our Sugar Iilands; ly, my Lords, confidering the bid make 
for no’Ship cam fail either to or Ufe they have lately made o! this i 
from Jamaica, without coming upon pretended Right, we ought to have Man 
what the Spaniards may call their  tipulated a Sufpenfion ot the Exer and 5 
Coafts ; and no Ship can return from _cife of this Right, till thofe Regi A 
Barbadoes, or any of our other Sugar § lations fhould be fettled and agreed ie 
Iflands, without coming upon the on bya folemn Treaty. We might 4 
Coafts of fome of thofe Iflands in have ftipulated, that in the mei i ; 
the Weft- Indies, which the Spaniards Time they fhould abjtain from ~ np 





call theirs; becaufe no Ship can re- 
turn from thence, without coafting 
along thofe Iflands, inorder to get 


ing them a Right or Privilege to 
fearch our Ships upon any Part of 
the Seas of America, or the allow- 
ing them a Right to confifcate a Bri- 





fearching Britif Ships on any Pat 


of the Seas of America, aud 
confifcating them, unlefs upon 2 


to the Northward of the Trade- p Proof of their having been -#° 
winds, before they can bear away cerned in an illicit Trade with the 
for any Part of Exrope. Settlements. But we are told, ~ 

Therefore, my Lords, thé allow- Spaniards would have look'd up 


thi Stipulation for carrying oa 
in the dante a Sort of free Tat? 
with their Settlements in that Part 


of the World s afd farther we . 


7 iG ) 
ty Ship, on account of her having ~ told, that we could have 
any Bike on board, which they fion for. fach:.2 Sufpention, re 
May call-the Produce: of their Set- we shall have a Squadron of Ty, 


















War there, that will be fufficient 
to protect our Trade in the mean 
Time. This is really fomething 
extraordinary ; we muft not ftipulate 
a Sufpenfion, becaufe the Spaniards 
would look upon it as a Stipulation 
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Continent and Iflands of America, it 
is reftrained. By the Treaty in 1670, 
we obliged ourfelves not to carry on 
any Commerce with thofe Places in 
America, which are pofleffed by the 
Spaniards; and this was the Reafon 


for a free Trade with their Settle- Awe at that Time found fo much 


ments ; but we may compel it, by 
Means of a fuperior Squadron. My 
lords, if they could have look'd 
upon a Stipulation for a Sufpenfion 
in fuch a Light, will not they look 
upon our making ufe of a Squadron 


Fault with that Treaty. Therefore 
we ought carefully to diftinguifh be- 
tween thofe two Rights. As to our 
Right of Navigation and Commerce 
in the American Seas, the Spaniards 
have no Right to limit or reftrain 


for fuch a Purpofe,-as a compelling B it: I hope we fhall never allow 


them to allow us a Sort of free 
Trade with their Settlements? And 
will not they look upon this as a 
Breach of this very Convention? 
let us confefs the Truth, my Lords, 
without any Subterfuge; they would 


them, nor any Nation, to do fos 
tho’ I am told the French have lately 
begun to ufurp fuch a Right. As 
to our Commerce with the Conti- 
nent and Iflands of America, the 
Spaniards may reftrain it: They may 


grant us nothing that might in the C prevent our carrying on any Com- 


leat derogate from any Right or Pri- 
vilege they had a Mind to make ufe 
of; therefore they refufed granting 
us a Sufpenfion in this Cafe; but 
they granted us a Sufpenfion with 
pregard to their Fortifications and 


merce in thofe Places which they 
are in Poffeilion of; but they can 
reftrain it no farther: They have 
no Bufinefs, nor any Right, to en- 
quire what we do in any Part of 4- 
merica, which they are not in ac- 


Improvements in Flomida, becaufe it D tual Poffeffion of. But if we ap- 


was a Right they had no Mind to 
make ufe of. 

{ fhall grant, my Lords, that a 
Man may have a Right to an Eftate, 
and yet his Enjoyment of that Eftate 
may be reftrained by fome Right or 


Word than Privilege) granted to ano- 
ther ; but can that Man’s Right to 
his Eftate be full and abfolute ? Can 
that which is under a Servitude be 
faid to be free? My Lords, every 
Thing that limits or reftrains the 





Har diminifh or deftroy the Right it- 
telf. We have a Right to a Navi- 
gation and Commerce in the Ameri- 
an Seas: We have a Right to a 
ommerce with the Continent and 
flands of America. The firft is ab- 
blute and free. 
2 Nation in the World can fay to 
Ss, What doft thou? But with re- 
rd to our Commerce with the 









prove of this Convention, and fuch 
a definitive Treaty be concluded as 
may be expected, and dreaded, from 
fuch a Preliminary, I do not know 
what Rights they may acquire. They 
may acquire the Right they pretend 


Servitude (which is a more proper E to; which is a Right to prefcribe 


to the Ships of Great Britain, what 
Courfe they fhall fteer, and what 
Goods they fhall carry, from one 
Part of the Briti Dominions to a- 


nether. 
My Lords, it was a Conceffion in 


Enjoyment of a Right, muft in fo F us to allow them to exclude the 


Subjeéts of this Kingdom from car- 
rying on any Commerce in their 4- 
merican Dominions: It was thought 
too great a Conceflion when it was 
firft granted. But, [ , no Bri- 
tife Subjeé& will fay, that we Ogata, 


Upon thofe SeasG or can allow them to make any 


ht, 
gulations at Sea for preventing fuch 
a Commerce ; and therefore, [ was 
furprized to hear it faid, aa | 
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had not Time to fettle fuch Regu- 
lations, or to convince them of the 
Injuftice of the Regulations they 
have made ; for if they infifted upon 
making fuch Regulations, or upon 
the Juitice of thofe they had made, 
the only proper Anfwer was, a De- 
claration of War; and this, I am 
convinced, is what it muft at laft 
come to. But fuppofe there had 
been fome Difficulty in the Cafe at 
firit; have we not hed Time enough 
to underftand one another? Have 
we not been negotiating about the 
very Points now in Difpute between 
us, for ten or a dozenof Years, with- 
out Intermiffion ? Could not we know 
in all that Time what Spain would 
do, or how far they would difclaim 
the Rights they have lately ufurp’d 


a 
: 


fome of our Negotiators do know : 
I am convinced they know, that 
Spaizx will grant us no Security, nor 
difclaim any Right they have lately 
fet up, unlefs they are forced to it 
by a vigorous War; and therefore, 


Ne oo 
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a mere Contrivance for putting off 
the evil Day: An Expedient for this 
Seffion ; and the Prolongation of the 
Term hereby ftipulated, will, I fup- 
pofe, be an Expedient for the next, 
perhaps for two or three enfuing ; 





tinue to plunder our Merchants, and 
interrupt our Trade as ufual. 

Now, my Lords, with regard to 
the free Enjoyment of our Pofleffi- 
ons and Privileges in America, the 
only Article that relates to it, is the 


but how does it relate to it? By 
what, I am fure, the Spaniards will 
call giving it up. If the Spaniards 
pretended to difpute Limits with us, 
it was a moft ridiculous Thing in us 
to allow that Difpute to be carried 


near the moft Northern Bounds of 
North-Carolina. It was the fame as 
if. we had fat dowa to Hazard, and 


_ 
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upon us? My Lords, I am convinced C by fuch as are their Enemies, ex- 


I muft look upon this Convention as D pute with us? Why is there no Men- 





























had ftaked North-Caralina, South-Ca* tic 
rolina, and Georgia, againit the in- ful 
fpiicant Spanifo Fort called Rys. Ex 
ugufline ; for that is the only Fert we 
or Settlement the Spaniards have in Re 
Florida. I thall grant the Sufpention Pay 
A ftipulated in this Article is mutu:! cle 
but, my Lords, it is far from whi of, 
equal. We fufpend fortifying or im- of 
proving three large Countries or is d 
Provinces already planted, already nav 
greatly.improved, already inhabited patt 
by Numbers of our own People. and Shil 
B which we were refolved to fority wia 
and improve as faft as poflible. Og whi 
the other hand, the Spaniards are to dere 
fufpend fortifying and improving one Con 
fingle Province, not {0 large as any sis 
one of our three, and that, a Cou- by t 
try entirely wafte, or inhabited only but 
upon 
cept one littie Fort, and a Country take 
which they had no Intention either fell { 
to plant, improve, or fortify. Bu lat, 
is Georgia the only Poffeffion or Pn- that 
vilege we have in America, which of 5 
the Spaniards now pretend to dil- a 
tion made of our antient Settlement ". 
in Campechey? Of our Right to cut ph 
Logwood in the Bay of Honduras? p ras 
Or of our Right to gather Salt m tia 
the Ifland of Tortugas? Are thele pee 


Poffeffions and Rights which are not 


during which the Spaniards will con- E worth contending for? Or are they 


to be given up, or relinquithed, for 
the fake of an infamous Peace? It 
would feem fo by this preliminary 
Convention; and therefore | mutt 
conclude, that inftead of flipulating 
any future Security for the free En- 


leges in America, we hav 
at leaft, given up by. thi 
tion, every Poffeflion, eve 
every Privilege, 


ards now 
us in any 


nary 
my 


might 
one mig the 


2d, and that relates only to Georgia ; F joyment of our Poffeffions and a) 
ye, taciu) 


s Conven- 
ry Right, 
which the Spar 
etend to difpute wi 
a of America. 

fo far as to the Southerg, perhapsG. In lieu of thefe moft 
Conceffions, 
Lords, that.we had got 
ample, the molt comp 


extrrordl- 


co 
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tion for all the Damages we have 
fuained, and all the extraordinary 
Expence we were put to; but we 
were too modett, it feems, to afk any 
Reimburfement of Cofts ; and if the 
Payment ftipulated by the 3d Arti- 
cle, which has been fo much boafted A 
of, be clofely examined, and itript 
of that artful Difguife in which it 
is drefled up, we fhall find that we 
have given a free Difcharge for all 
pat Damages, without obtaining one 
Shilling of Reparation, except as to 
what relates to four or five Ships, B 
f which the King of Spaiz had or- 
} dered to be reftored, before this 
Convention was thought of. But 
this has been put in fo clear a Light 
by the noble Lord that fpoke laft 
but one, that I need not enlarge 
upon it; and therefore, I fhall only C 
take Notice of fome Things, that 
fell from the noble Lord that fpoke 
lait, He was pleafed to tell us, 
that the Spawiards made a Demand 
of 5 or 600,000/. upon us, and 
feemed highly to commend our Dex- 
terity at Negotiation, in prevailing D 
upon them to accept of 60,000/. in 
full of fuch a high Demand. My 
Lords, if there was not the leait 
Pretence for fetting up any De- 
mand againit us, we ought to have 
looked upon their fetting up fuch 
@ Demand, as a frefh Infult; and E 
therefore, inftead of allowing any 
Fert of it, we ought to have re- 
jected it with Contempt. The 
§5,000/, ftipylated in this Article, 
48 therefore the only Sum we are to 
eceive by Way of Reparation ; and 
bf this Sum our own South-Sea Com- F 
pany 1s to pay 68,000/. for whatever 
he noble Lord may think of, the 
sing of Spain's Proteftation, as he 
eclares, .that..under the Validity 
nd Force of that Proteft. he figned 
lis Convention, I am convinced he 
20ks upon the Payment of that Mo- G 
y by our Seuth-Sea Company, as 
1¢: Condition: upon-which alone he 
ane weed to pay. the 95,000/. 
ipilated by this Article; and I 
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will engage, that not one Shilling 
of the 95,0004 fhall be paid to us 
by the King of Spazz, unlefs the 
68,000/. be firft paid to him by our 
Company. Therefore all the Re- 
paration the King of Spain is. to 
make, is the 27,000/. which is the 
Difference between g5 and 68,0007 
And for this 27,c00/. his Catholick 
Majefty, or his Subjects, are to re- 
tain Poffeflion of, and convert to 
their own Ufe, the five Brity Ships 
which be had before ordered to be 
reflored ; for by the fourth Article 
of this Treaty, if any Part of any 
of thefe Ships has been, or fhall be 
reftored, it is to be deducted out of 
the g5,000/. 

This, my Lords, is really fauch a 
Juggle, fuch a farcial Sort of Repa- 
ration, that I cannot but imagine, 
that when JM, de la Quadra tound 
our Negotiators willing to accept of 
it, he went fmiling to his Mafter, 
and told him, he had got the Eng- 
lib to accept of fuch a tham Repa- 
ration, as no Judian Nation in Ame- 
rica would have been amufed with. 
Well, fays his Catholick Majetty, 
what have you done with the Pol- 
troons? Their Merchants are to have 
155,000/. in full for all the Depre- 
dations your Subjects have committed 
upon them for almoft twenty Years 
pait, anfwers the Miniter. What, 
replies the Sovereign, 155,000/. how 
can you pay it? for 1 will not give 
them one jingle Farthing. No, no, 
fays the. Minitter, 60,000/. one Part 
of it, they are to raife by a Tax 
upon themfelves ; 68,000 /. another 
Part of it, their South-Sea Company 
is to give me, and I am to return it 
to fuch Commiflaries as they thall 
appoint, for diltyibuting it among 
their Merchants; and for the re- 
maining, 27,000/. they are to allow 
your Majefty to keep the five Ships 
and their Cargoes, which you had 
given Orders to reftore: Now as 
thefe Ships were certainly moft un- 
juftly taken, and more unjuftly con- 
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fifcated, the Captors muft now ac- oned, I mean the Woolball, was taker 
































count to your Majefty, inftead of jong after the Treaty of Seville, ana ha 
accounting to the Engl’, for the could therefore be no Part of ns y wl 
full Value, which I reckon will a- — thofe Pretenfions, that were stiesad fc 
mount to at leaft 35,000/ fo that to Commiflaries by that Treaty. For pu 
inftead of your paying them any this Reafon, if the 95,000/. to be n 
Thing for Reparation, they have, A paid by the King of Spain and our D: 
in Effect, paid you at leaft 8000/  South-Sea Company, had been loo 
for giving them the Pretence of a on, as a Reparation for that 200,000/,_ ha 
Reparation. My Lords, M. de da only, we ought to have itipulated the a 
2uadra may have fome private Rea- entire Reftitution of thefe five Shins oo 
fons for not looking upon our Ne- without allowing any Deduétion ta mo 
gotiators as downright Feols; but the gs,ooo/. on Account of that Re. = 
if we approve of fuch a Reparation, B ftitution ; but in this Cafe, the Kine * 
I am fure the Spani> Nation will of Spain muft have paid us out of his | 
have Reafon to look with greater own Pocket 27,000/. by Way of Re- ‘ae 
Contempt upon ths, than upon  paration for 200,000/. which was, * 
any Nation of native Jndians in it feems, what he was refolved not Ur 
America. to do; and therefore, by this Ari- tha 
After having thus fhewn, that cle, we have allowed him to keep ‘al 
we have got no Repar: tion by this C thefe five Ships, which he had be- the 
Convention, we need not, [ think, fore agreed to reftore. don 
my Lords, much trouble our Heads This, my Lords, was, | fhall allow, *. 
about the Value put upon our Lofies extremely complaifant, and fince we the 
by our Commiffaries; but, I think —fhew’d fo much Complaifance to him bec 
it futficient for difcrediting their Re- _in the Point of Reparation, he fhould, ro 
port, that one of them ae was ex- J think, in nners, have fhew- Fa 
amined at our Bar, could give no D ed fome Complaifance to us in the thi 
diftin® Reafon for reducing the Point of future Security ; but his J Re 
Claim of our Merchants from above Catholick Majefty, it feems, 1 eve- pone 
400,000/. to 200,000/. If they had ry Point, aéted the Part of a flub- ran 
vouchfafed to have given us anyRea- born, haughty Spaniard, and we, no, 
fons for fuch an extraordinary Re- do not. know what. In former Day’, Rey 
duction, I am convinced it would my Lords, we ufed to be as ftubborn of : 
have been eafy to have fhewn, that fF as any of our Neighbours; and t0 by 
their Reafons were frivolous; and  fhew that we were fo, as the noble poi 
till they do affign their Reafons, e- Lord that {poke laft was pleafed 1 Hol 
very Man mutt fuppofe they had no mention the Treaty between Olea ter 
Reafon; for the Charaéters of our Cromwell and the Dutch, I thall beg the 
Merchants who gave intheirClaims, Leave to examine that Treaty, be- Pro 
many of them, if not all, wy eaufe the Circumftances of the then to 










Oath, are as good as the Charagers F Difputes between us and the Dus’ 
of eur Commiffaries. But fuppofe were ing” 















computed our real Loffes ; 


the Reduction made by our Com- Dif now between # _Upe 
miffaries had been jufh, the Value oad tnaies The Dutch, ‘us 1% ‘Teg 
of the five Ships mentioned in the had not for many Years before dot its 
ath Article of this Convention, or | : Ho 
at leaft of the four laft, could be no Cor 
Part of the 200,000/. at which they : e 









had done us a very heinous Injury, 
which had never been properly re- 
fented ; and they had begun to dif- 
pute with us the Honour of the Flag. 
Therefore, our Demands upon the 
Dutch were, That they fhould give 
us Satisfaétion for the Infult they 
had many Years before put upon us, 
Reparation for the Damage they had 
done, and Security for our future un- 
molefted Enjoyment of that Right, 
called the Honour of the Flag. 
How did Ofiwer Cromwell, my 
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Ships and Veffels of the faid United 
Provinces, as swell thofe of War as 
others, which fhould mect any of 
the Men of War of the Republick 
of Exgland in the Britifo Seas, fhould 
ftrike the Flag to them, in the fame 


A Manner as was ever obferved at any 


Time before, under any former 
Government, 

As to the 10,000/. mentioned by 
the noble Lord that fpoke lait, it 
was not paid on Account of any 


Damage done to this Nation before 


Lords, provide for thefe feveral De- B the War commenced. It was paid, 


mands, by the Treaty he made¢ with 
the Dutch ? By the 27th Article it 
was exprefsly provided, That the 
United Provinces fhould take Care, 
that Juftice be done upon thofe who 
were Partakers or Accomplices in 


my Lords, on Account of fome Eng- 
life Ships, that had been feized and 
detained in the Dominions of the 
King of Denmark, after the Com- 
mencement of the War; and as 
they were feized at the Inflances 


the Maffacre of the Engljh at Am-C of the Dutch, Oliver infifted, that 


boyna, provided any of them be liv- 
ing. I muft obferve, my Lords, 
that this Provifo was neceflary ; 
becaufe this Maffacre was perpe- 
trated in the peaceable Reign of 
James I. above 30 Years before 


the Datch fhould make good the 
Lofs ; and accordingly, by the 28th 
Article of the fame Treaty, a Sti- 
pulation was made for this Purpofe, 
which deferves our particular No- 
tice upon this Occafion. By this 


this Treaty. Then with regard to D Stipulation, the States Genera! obl:- 


Reparation, O/iver’s Negotiators did 
not lump it, as our prefent Negotia- 
tors have done by this Convention ; 
no, my Lords, the Quantum of that 
Reparation was, by the 30th Article 
of the fame Treaty, to be adjufted 
by Commiffaries, refpectively ap- 
pointed, who were to meet, mot in 
Holland, but at London, and to de- 
termine it in 3 Months, or upon 
their Failure, it was referred to the 
Proteftant Sqwi/i Cantons, who were 


te give Judgment within 6 Months ; 
we 


know that the Datch aétu- 
large Sum of Mone 


ed themfelves, that thofe Ships and 
joods, which were remaining in 
7 a! together with the true Value 
of thofe that had been fold, em- 
bezzeled, or otherwife difpofed of, 
fhould be reftored, within a Fort- 


E night after the Arrival of thofe who 


were to go to reclaim them; and 
alfo, that the Loffes which had ac- 
ctued to the Exglif, by their bein 

detained, fhould be made moe 4 
according to an Appraifement to be 
made by Commiffaries therein na- 


F med; which Commiffaries were to 


meet on the 27th of Fume, a little 
more than z Months after the Rati- 


g they a- 
hand, they were to be 
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them referred. The States likewife 
obliged themfelves to pay s5000/. 
within two Days after the Exchange 
of the Ratifications, to the Mer- 
chants, for the Expence of their 
Voyage to Dexmark, to reclaim their 
Ships ; and 5o00/. more, within fix 
Days after their Arrival: there, for 
refitting and repairing their Ships 
for their Return. And for the Per- 
formance of thefe Conditions, they 
farther obliged themfelves, that 
Lond fhould be given by fufficient 
Men, ving here at London, for 
140,000/. ‘ihe 10,000/. mentioned 
by his Lordfhip was therefore only 
a Part of the Reparation that was to 
be made for this particular Damage; 
for we know, that the Commiffaries, 


by their Award, dated the 31th of 


late Conduct we have by ught our 
felves into a Neceflity of goir i 
War, let the Confequence be =e 
fo fatal. A Man who fabmits tame. 
ly toa {mall Affront, is fare to m: 


to meet 
with a heinous one; 


and then he 


A mult fight; whereas if he had re. 


fented the firft with Spirit, } 
have obtained Satisfaction Without 
Danger, and would hove prevented 
his meeting with a fecond. If we 
had properly refented the fri Ip. 
jury we met with from Sjair, if 


1e might 


B upon the firft Infult or Incroach. 


ment, we had peremptorily de. 
manded Satisfaction, we might have 
obtained it by peaceable Means; 
but now it is become too weighty 
for Negotiation: We can find it 
only at the Point of our Sword; 


J uly that Year, the Day before they C and there, I trufl in God, we fall 


were to have been inclofed, decla- 
red, that the whole Damage amount- 
ed to 97,973/. which was accord- 
ingly paid at London, and diftributed 
among thofe concerned. 


I with, my Lords, our late Nego- 


ftill be able to find both Satisfattioa 
and Security. 

After what I have faid, my 
Lords, I think, F have no Occahon 
to confider our Circumitances, either 
at home or abroad ; becaute J have, 


tiators had read thig Treaty: They DI believe, made it appear, that 4 


might from thence have {een what 
was meant by Satisfaction, Repara- 
tion and Security; for, I think, 
I have now clearly fhewn, that, by 
this Convention, we have obtained 
no Satisfaction, no Security, no Re- 
paration, nor fo much as a Promife 
for any one of them. On the con- 
trary, we have, by this Preliminary, 
either exprefsly or tacitly, given e- 
very one of them up; and fhalla 
Brit Parliament approve of fuch 
a Treaty? Shall the Brit# Nation 
hug itfelf in the precarious Enjoy- 
ment of fuch an infamous Tranguil- 
ues Where can a Briti Mer- 
chant go to c on any forei 

Trade? What es Port A. a Be 
tio Ship put into? They muft expect 
to be infulted, abufed, and plun- 


War is become unavoidable, ualels 
we have a Mind to continue under 
fuch an infamous Peace, as mul 
render our Circumflances every Day 
worfe and worfe. Nor do I think, 
that, upon the prefent Queltion, | 


E have any Occafion to enquire 10t0 


the Caufe of the prefent unhappy 
Situation of the Affairs of this Ne 
tion, or of Europe; but if it were 
neceflary, I believe, I could thew, 
that it is entirely owing to the Me 
fures we have followed for almol 


F thefe twenty Years. I could fhew, 


that the fame Conduét, which his 
now at laft made a War unavole 
able, has rendered us axe _ 
pable of carrying it on with \! 

or Succefs; but, thank God, we #* 
not yet altogether fo: This Natioe 


dered, by every Nation they deal G has many and great Refources; amg 


with; and under fuch a une, 
tan we expect to improve the Cir- 

mitances of our Affairs either at 
ome or abroad ? My Lords, by our 


if they are put ‘imder a right esa 
duét, we may till be able to wn 
our Friends, and revenge ourle. jf 





may 
Hou! 


that | 
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-f our Enemies; therefore, I hope, 
no Man will fo far defpair, as to 
approve of any Preliminary, that 
may lead as into an infamous 
§ Treaty of Peace. 


The laf that fpoke in this Day's De- A 


bate, was L. Icilius, the Purport 
of whofe Speech was as fellaws, Viz. 


My Lords, 
\ HATEVER Influence Wit 
or Eloquence may have upon 


with thofe Prejudices which may 
have been accidentally taken up, 
or artfully railed, among the Peo- 
le, as it is to fhewa blind er a 
flavith Complaifance to the Minif- 
ters of the Crown. 

Whether We have got a proper 
Satisfaction, or a full Reparation, for 
the Injuries that have been done to 
us, are Queilions that have been fe 
fully fpoke to by the noble Lords 
who have already fpoke in Favour 
of this Convention: By them it has 


this Afembly, however improper it B been fo clearly demonftrated, that 


may be to make ufe of either in this 
Houfe, it mu be acknowledged, 
that a great deal of both has been 
made uie of upon this Occafion ; and 

muit fay, that in this Debate, a Sort 
of Eloquence has been made ufe of, 


we could not expect, nor ought to 
have infifted upon greater Satisfac- 
tion or Reparation, from a Nation 
whofe Friendfhip we ought to court, 
that it would be vain, if not arro- 
gant in me, to attempt.to fet that 


iwhich may be frequent at a cer- C Matter ina clearer Light. Befides, 


iin Place at tother End of the 
Town, but cannot, I am fure, be 
daid to be either proper or decent 
in this Afflembly ; for a great many 
ery harfh Epithets have been given 
to the Convention now before us, 
hich, confidering the Place where fy 
ve are, I think, *twould have been 
Detter to have let alone, even tho’ 
he Convention had been as bad as 
t has been reprefented ; but "twill 
be found, 1 believe, upon a ferious 
xamination, that they.are fuch as 
tno Way deferves. By endeavour- F 
g to fhew this, I do not know, 
but that, in the Humour fome Lords 
em to be in at prefent, I may be 
led an Advocate for Spain, as 
ell as fame other Lords. who have 
poke before me upon the fame Side 


the Queftion ; _ but whatever Ip 


hay be called, cither within Doors 
®t without, I am refolved; while I 
t here, to fpeak my Sentiments 
ely, and to declare openly, .what, 
think, will conduce moft, to. the 
ice of my King, and the Good 
my Country. 
is the Duty ef every Memiber 
this Houfe, and therefore, 1 
nk it as w to affect Popularity 
bon any Occafion, by chiming in 


my Lerds, thefe are Articles which 
in al! Negotiations admit of a little 
yielding or foftning, and particularly 
in our Negotiations with Spaix, we 
ought never to allow them to be of 
any extraordinary Weight. If we 
can get the other Difputes, which 
now, fubfift between Spain and us, 
adjufted to our Satisfaction: If we 
can obtain a reafonable Security for 
the future unmoleited Enjoyment ot 
our Navigation and Commerce in 
the American Seas, I think it would 
be prudent in us to yield a little 
upon the Head of Satisfaction and 
Reparation: At leaf, I muft think 
it would be very imprudent im us:to 
engage in a War with Spain, and at 
this ladies too, for the fake of 
having a Spani/e Governor, or Cap- 
tain of Guarda Cola, hanged, as 
many of them <a deferve for 
their Behaviour towards us; or for 
the fake of obtaining 50, or even 
a 100,0co/. more, for making 

the Damages our Merchants have 
fuftained, ik 


This is my Duty,Gq. The Article of Search ‘or no 


Search, is bm eg that which we 

ought principally to re in our 

prefent Contech with Spain» a 
oo tht 
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this, my Lords, I muft obferve, is ers that approach near to thei tary 
a mutual Claim. We pretend toa Coafts without any Neceffity os and 
Right of fearching the Ships, even Liberty that is not only efablithea out 
of Foreigners, upon our own Coafts, by the Law of Nations, but js ow. of c 
as well as the Spaniards do upon  nerally regulated by the particuls: ay 
theirs, efpecially when there are Laws or Cuftoms of each refpecive dom 
Grounds to fufpect, that any fuch A Society. In this Country it is «. 7: 
Ship has been employed, or is go- _ftablifhed and regulated not only by + 
ing to be employed, in carrying on immemorial Cuftom, but by fever! wit! 
an unlawfil Trade with our Sub- Aéts of Parliament; and it js in. = 
jects, or in our Dominions. It isa  poffible for us; by any Precaution des 
Sort of Liberty we take, itisa Sort we can take at Land; to prevent the a 
of Liberty every Nation takes, Hane _ Exportation of our Wool, the In. = 
petimus damufque vicifim; and nei- B portation of prohibited Goods, ot “9 
ther the Spaniards nor we have given the clandeftine Running of Goods in * 

it up, by referring it to be regulated upon us without paying the Duties : 
by Plenipotentiaries. Nay, evenin unlefs we take the Liberty of fearch- ae 
the open Seas, in the Middle of ing fuch Ships, upon our own Coals, ve 
the wide Ocean, if one of our as give juft Caule to fufpett thei P 
Men of War fhould, upon vifiting being concerned in, or defigned for, ee, 
a Ship they meet with, find Caufe C fome fuch unlawful Trade. This For. 
to fufpect, that her Paffports or Sea- my Lords, has been found by Expe- cant 
Letters were forged, or fhould find rience to be true ; and therefore by Priy 


Caufe to fufj from what they 
faw on board, that the Ship had 


been concerned in any piratical 
Practices, I believe they would take 


the Liberty to break thro’ the Rules D Ships, and eight armed Stoops, to 


prefcribed by Treaties for vifiting 
Ships at Sea, and would fearch fuch 
a Ship, in order to difcover whe- 
ther their Sufpicions were well or 
ill grounded. This is a Liberty 
which the armed Ships of eve 


Country take, even upon the high E vering, or lying at Anchor, within 


Seas; it is a Liberty which every 
Country muft indulge to another, 
for the fake of difcovering and ap- 
prehending Pirates ; therefore, it is 
a Liberty that no Nation can com- 
plain of, unlefs when it is turned to 


a bad Ufe, and then it is not the F tire Credit to her Paifports, oS 


Right or Liberty, but the Ufe made 
of it, that affords a juft Caufe of 
e Li of ing the Shi 
of Forei upon the high Shaan 
Sufpicion of Piracy, is a Liberty that 
is eftablifhed and 
Law of Nations alone ; but the Li- 


ful eC, the S$ ips of Foreign- 


ted by the G lefs, fhe might be half 
SE a Gee 
Nation enjoys, of for the reft o! ; 

ing, on wy - iow in fach Cafes it Sor A . 









an A& of the roth and 11th of the 
late King William, it was provided, 
That our Admiralty fhould appoint 
two fifth Rate, and two fixth Rate 









cruize on the Coats of England ant 
Ireland, to feize all oe er ef 
fels, exporting Wool to foreign 12". 
Now, my Lords, if any of the Mer 
of War, or armed Sloops thus em 

oyed, fhould fee a French Ship ho- 









a few Leagues of our Shoar, 
Boats paffing and repafling betwee 
her and the Land, are we to ftp 
fe that they are only to vit fac 
hip, according to the Rules p* 
feribed by Treaty, and to give © 








Letters? If they did, they woul 
always find ro bound from fom 
Port of France, t0 fome Port in» 
nay or the Baltick, ot fom 
Port in Noraay or the oro 
fome Port of France; yet, ee 


















fary to make fome Sort of Search, 
and we have always done fo, with- 
out any Nation’s having complained 


ed - . . 
a of our making, by fuch a Prattice, 
. any Incroachment upon the Free- 
1" dom of their Navigation or Com- 
™ merce. 


# The Cafe, my Lords, is the fame 
I with regard to Smuggling: It was 


found by Experience, that all the 


Precautions we could take at Land, 
could not prevent that pernicious 


he Trade, and therefore we have, by 


feveral Aéts of Parliament, enforced 


“4 and regulated the Right we have 


rn by the Law of Nations, of fearch- 
“ ing, as well as vifiting, fuch foreign 


Ships as approach our Coafts, and 


4 pie juft Caufe for fufpecting their 


eing concerned in, or defigned for 


For this Reafon, we ought to be 
cautious of denying this Liberty or 
Privilege to any Nation; for if we 
do, every Nation in Europe will fay 
tous, With what Meafure ye mete, it 
hall be meafured to you again: As 









Ships upon our Coafts, we will not 
allow you to fearch our Ships upon 
your Coafts; and if by this Means 
we fhould be debarred fearching 
any foreign Shi our owa 
Coafts, it would impoffible for us 
to prevent Smuggling, or the Ex- 
portation of our Wool. Not only 
he Dutch and French, but all Nati- 
bns that had any Ufe for it, would 
con fall upon Ways and Means to 
fteal away from us as much of our 
ool as they could have Occafion 
or, te the 
the utter Ruin, of our Woollen Ma- 
tufacture. 

This, my Lords, would be a much 
preater Lofs to us, than the Export- 
ng of Gold or Silver from Spain, 


br from the Spani Settlements in 



















or in their prefent Circumftances, 
t is ridiculous in them to prohibit 






ProceEDInes of the PoriTicay Crus, &e. 553 


If they could make their Prohibi- 
tion effeétual: If they could abfo- 
lutely prevent the Exportation of 
Gold or Silver frem any Part of 
their Dominions, they would in their 
prefent Circumftances foon come ta 
A be like Midas in the Fable: Many 
of them would have nothing to eat, 
drink, or cloath themfelyes with, 
but Gold or Silver; and then they 
would be glad to give every Nation 
a Licence to export both the one 
and the other, in order to have thofe 
B Neceffaries and Conveniencies of 
Life they ftand in need of, and 
cannot have in their own Domi- 
nions. This we know to be often 
the Cafe of fome of their Settle- 
ments in America; and when it is, 
their Governors always fend Licen- 


carrying on any contraband Trade. C ces to fome of our Plantations, not 


only to come and trade in the Span 
Settlements, but to export Gold and 
Silver, and whatever elfe they pleafe 
to take, in return for the Provifions 
or Neceffaries they carry thither. 
But with regard to our Wool, my 


you will not allow us to fearch your D Lords, the. Cafe is very different. 


It isa Commedity much more va- 
luable than Gold or Silver ; becaufe 
it is a Commodity abfolutely necef- 
fary, or at leaft extremely conveni- 
ent, for all Nations that live at any 
Diftance from the Torrid-Zone ; and 


E as it muft be manufactured, before 


it can be ft for Ufe, a great many 
induftrious and faithful Subjeéts are 
always imployed in that Manufac- 
ture. Now as we do not prohibit 
the Ex ion of it when manu- 


faétured, but on the contrary, en- 


Prejudice, if not F courage it as much as we can, the 


Exportation of it, when fully manu- 
faétured, will, I hope, be always 
fufficient for furnifhing us with eve- 
ry Thing we ftand in Need of, for 
Luxury, as well as Neceffity and 
Conveniency, from any Country in 


rica, can be to that Nation. G the World; therefore we can never 


be under any Neceflity to export it 
unmanufa¢tured ; and as none of ovr 
Neighbours can carry on Woollen 


Manu- 
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Manefactures, efpecially thofe of the 
middling Sort, without having fome 
of eur Wool to mix up with their 
own, as the Manufacturing for our 
Neighbours, as well as ourfelves, 
muft employ a great many more 
Hands, and bring a greater Advan- 
tage to the Nation, than if we were 
to manufacture for ourfelyes alone, 
we ought to take all poflible Me- 
thods tor preventing the Exporta- 
tion of this Commodity, till it has 
been fully manufactured by our own 
People: 

This, my Lords, fhews the Wifdom 
of thofe Regulations we have made 
both by Land and Sea, for prevent- 
ing the Exportation of our Wool ; 
and at the fame Time it muft thew 
hew unwife it would be in us, to 
mtroduce among the Nations of Eu- 
rope, any political Maxim, which, 
if we were obliged to obferve it our- 
iclves, might render it extremely 
difficult, if not altogether impofiible, 
for us, to prevent our Wool’s: being 
ftolen away from us; and that this 
would be the Confequence, if we were 
to abftain from fearching any fo- 
reign Ship upon eur own Coaaits, 
Experience itlelf muft convince us. 
But this, my Lords, is not the only 
Fnconvenience we fhould be liable 
to at prefent, if we fhould be oblig- 
ed to give up, or pafs from this 
Right of fearching Ships upon our 
ewn Coals; for while our prefent 
high Duties continue upon all fo 
reign Goods imported, it would be 
impoffible for us to prevent Smug- 
gling, without the Exercife ef this 
Right; and if we take fuch a Li- 
berty with the Ships of neighbouring 
Nations upon our Coafts, we mutt 
allow them to take fome fuch Li- 
berty with our Ships upon their 
Coaits; otherwife we may run the 
Rifk of uniting all the Powers of 


Exurope in an Affociation againftG 
us 


- 


For this Reafon, my Lords, the 
Queftion, ——— we ought to 


F and every Na 
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allow the Spaniard; 
vilege. to fearch, v 
of Sufpicion, any of our Ships thay 
fhall approach their Coaits ahha 
Neceffity, feems to be a teflion 
that may admit of fome Sort of Dif 
A ficulty. They may infift upon jt, 2s 
a Right derived to them from the 
Law of Nations, and confirmed by 
our own Practice in fimilar Cafes: 
and it is a Privilege which we may 
allow them, without acknowledgin 
that they have any Thing like zn 
B Imperiam Maris, with regard to the 
Seas of America. As for this Jn» 
rium Maris, or Dominion of the 
Seas, there may be fome {ach 
Thing, for what I know: I believe 
we have a juit Pretence to fuch a 
Dominion, with regard to the 2ii- 
C tif Seas; but I mutt obferve, the 
a very great Author has {aid, that 
it is rather to be imagined than cx- 
plained. It is a Subject that has 
employed the Pens of many learued 
and ingenious Men ; but they differ 
fo much from one another, and 
D fometimes from themfelves, that 
there is-no Poffibility of forming 
a certain and diftin& Notion of x 
from what they have wrote upon 
the Subje@&.. They have divided 
and fubdivided it a great many dif 
ferent ways; which it would be 
E needlefs, as well as tedious, to giv? 
an Acconnt of; but the molt mate: 
rial Divifion I have taken notice o', 
is that by which it has been divided 
into Laperium Proximum and Jmperiam 
Remotum; the former being that 
perium which a Nation may aqu™ 
tion pretends (0, 5 
what they call their own Cols; 
and the latter, that which a Natiot 
may acquire upon what we call 
open Seas, either by Treaty, “7 
the tacit Conceffion and long 
ferance of its Neighbours. 
a al again, i 
Dit occurs; Jor, 
called the Coafts, or what 
called the open Seas, is 22 chat 


POR jutt Ground; 





a Right or py. 
























































that is not determined by the Au- 
thors that have wrote upon the Sub- 
ject, nor has it lately been determi- 
ned by Treaty, fo far as I know, 
between any two Nations in Europe. 
The greateft Authority I can think 
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ards can pretend to no fuch Dnperium 
over the American Seas, nor ought 
we to allow them to exercife any 
Liberty or Privilege that may be a 
Foundation for their claiming fuch 
an dnperium in any future Time. 


of, that can any Way be made ufe A Then with regard to what may be 


of tor deterntining this Point, is that 
| famous Decree or Refolution of the 
Senate of Rome, by which they gave 
to the Great Pompey the Command or 
Government of the Sea, for fuppref- 
fing thofe Pirates that then infeited 
the Mediterranean; for, as by that 
Decree, they extended his Com- 
mand or Jmperium as far as 490 Sta- 
dia, which is about 13 or 14 Leagues, 
over the whole Continent or Land 
adjoining to the Sea, it may be fup- 
poled, they reckoned that the Sea 


as well as Sea, extended 14 Leagues 
up the Country, and confequently 
14 Leagues out at Sea. But no mo- 
dern Nation will, I believe, admit 
that what we now call Sea Coait can 
be either Way fo far extended. 


niards may fay in Favour of the 
Right or Privilege they pretend to 
have, of fearching, as well as vifit- 
ing our Ships, upon what they call 
heir Coafts in America, when fach 
hips, by their approaching too 





0 fufpeét, that they are concerned, 
br defigned to be concerned in fome 
icit Trade, I thall now, my Lords, 
ndeavour to fhew what may be faid 
nh our Side. With regard to any 
berty or Privilege we may take 





pon the Briti/> Seas, we may juitly 
y, my Lords, that no Argument 
an from hence be drawn, in Favour 
any Right the Spaniards may pre- 
nd to in the Seas of America; be- 
e we have an Jnperium or Domi- 








us by Cuftom immemorial, and 
knowledged by almoft all the Nati- 
of Ewrepe : Whereas the Spani- 





Having thus fhewn what the Spa- p 


ith the Ships of Foreigners failing ¢ 


ion over the Briti/s Seas, eftablifhed G 


called the Sea Coait of any Country, 
we may fay, that, by the Law of 
Nations, nothing ought to be called 
Sea Coait that is within the common 
Courfe of failing from one Country 
to another; and that therefore no- 
B thing but Creeks or fmall Bays ought 
to be reckoned within the Sea Coatts 
of any Couritry, or fuch Places in 
the Sea which are fo land-lock’d 
that no Ship would chufe to get 
within them, unlefs fhe be drove 
thither by Strefs of Weather, or 


Coait, which always includes Land ¢ has fome other Defign than that of 


failing along the Coafts of that 
Country. This, I fay, my Lords, 
we may infift on as the general 
Rule for determining what may be 
called the Sea Coaits of any Coun- 
try; and this ought to be the Ryle 
in the American Seas, efpecially 
within the Tropicks, rather than 
any other, becaufe the Winds and 
Currents in that Part of the World, 
not only make Ships chufe, but even 
force them to fail along, almoft 
clofe in with the Shore of fome of 


hear, or by other Tokens, give Caufe ¢ the Iflands or Continent of America, 


as has been extremely well explain- 
ed by a noble Lord, who {poke fome 
time fince upon the other Side of the 
Queftion. 

To this, my Lords, we may add, 
that tho’ an Jmperium or Dominion 
may be acquired over fome Seas, or 
fome particular Parts of the Ocean, 
yet that Dominion, like Property in 
Lands, muit be acquired by fome 
overt Aéts, which declare the Inten- 
tion of the Poffeffor, and the Ceffion 
or Refignation of the reft of Man- 
kind; and as no fuch overt Acts 
have ever been done by the Spa- 
niards, and peaceably fubmitted to 
for any Time by ether Nations, in 

4F . the 
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the Seas of America, therefore thofe the Plenipotentiaries refpectively ap. 


Seas ought to be look’d on asalerge pointed. That they have Sea Coat ' 
Common, lying between the Spanye in America, is what no Man wil] de. - 
Dominions and ours, no Part of ny, and that they have fome Sort of rs 
which they can appropriate, nor af- Power or Jurifdittion over thofe Sea , 
fume any jurifdi¢tion over it, with- Coafts, is what, I think, can be os “a 
out our Confent; and I am fure we A little denied. Nay, we feem to th 
may jufily fay, that the late Beha- have acknowledged it by Treaty ; Pr 
viour of fome of their Guarda Coffa’s, for as our South-Sea Company got, de 
and the Delays we have met with by the Affento Treaty or Contraé, be 
in obiaining Juftice from their Court, the fole Privilege of introducing in 
have given us a very good Reafon, Negroes into the Spanif Settlements wi 
never to allow them to aflume the in America, it was by the 18th Ar. Sp 
leaft Degree of Jurifdiction in any B ticle of that Treaty agreed, That th 
Part of the American Seas, where our when the Affentifts fhould have No- an 
Ships may be obliged, or have Oc- tice that any Ship with Negroes (not {ay 
cafion to fail. belonging to them) was come upon the mi 
From what I have mentioned, Coa/, or entered into any Port, they af 
my Lords, of the Arguments that might fit out, arm, and {end out im- cal 
may be made ufe of upon both mediately fuch Veffels as they fhould the 
Sides of the Queftion, I believe it C have of their own, or any others be- ter 
will appear, that the real Difpute longing to his Catholick Majefty, or me 
between Spain and us, I mean that his Subjeéts, with whom they fhould ha’ 
which is of the greateftConfequence, agree, to take, feize, and conficate it 
is not about our Right to a free Na- fuch Ships and their Negroes, of lay 
vigation and Commerce in the 4me- whatever Nation or Perion they tio 
rican Seas, but about their Right to might be, to whom the fame fhould in 
fearch Ships upon what may be D belong; to which End the faid /- wil 
called their own Coafts. The Right entif’s, and their Fa@tors, fhould have RRR tha 
to be regulated by the Plerfipotenti- Liberty to take Cognizance of, anf Cor 
aries, re(pectively appointed by this fearch all Ships and Vefels that foould lat 
Preliminary, is not our Right to a come upom the Coafts of India, ot fer 
free Navigation and Commerce in its Ports, in which they fhould have dor 
thofe Seas, but their Right to do Reafon to believe, or fufpett, that thi 
what every Nation does, I mean, E there were contraband Negro. fore 


to vifit, and even to fearch, upon Provided always, that for the mak- 
jult Caufe of Sufpicion, fach Ships ing of fuch Searches, Vikits aid 
as come within what may be called other Proceedings before mentie® 
their Sea Coafts; and it is theirlate ed, they fhould firft have Leave 
Behaviecur, not ours, that makes the from the Governors, to when Of 
regulating of this Right receflary. fhould communicate what occ et 
They have lately extended what F and defire them to interpole 

they call their Sea Coafts fo far out Authority. Wort 
in the Ocean; and they have Thefe, my Lords, are the f 
fearched fo many of our Ships with: of the Treaty; and if the or 
out Caufe of Sufpicion, and confif- Spain could delegate a Power S 
cated fo many of them without any South-Sea Company to fearch fh 
Pretence of Juftice, that it is be- Ships as came upon the Oo aie 
come neceflary to lay them underG dia, in which they should * 
fome Reftraints and Regulations; there were ‘contraband Nich 
and thefe Reftraints and Regulations by our aceepting of this Am 
are to be fettied and egrecd on by weave acknowledged they fur? 


? 
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| furely we muft allow, that they have 


a Power to fearch fuch Ships as 
come upen the Coafts of Jndia, in 
which they may fufpect there are 
ny other Sort of contraband Goods ; 
by which I mean, and -by which 


mined. If we had been at War 
with Spain, and had reduced them 
to fuch Dittrefs, that they muft have 
agreed to any Thing we thought 
fit to propofe, the Difpute might 
have been eafily ended; becaufe, 


they can only, with any Juftice or A as it would be our Intereft to have 


Propriety, mean, fuch Goods as are 
defigned to be imported into, or have 
been exported from, their Settlements 
in India, contrary tothe exclufive Pri- 
vilege enjoyed by the Subjects ef 
Spain, and confirmed to them by 


the Treaties fubfiiting between them B not to admit of any Thing that may 


and us. This Power, my Lords, I 
fay, we muft allow them; but we 
muft not allow them to make a bad 
Ufe of it, or to extend what they 
call their Coafts, fo far as may give 
their Guarda Coffa’s a Pretence to in- 


a free Trade to the Spanih Settle- 
ments in America, as we fhall al- 
ways reap the more Advantage, the 
more Trade our Subjects have with 
them, therefore, if we cannot ob- 
tain a free Trade, it is our Intereft 


prevent or obftruct an il/icit Trade 5 
and for this Reafon, if we had pre- 
vailed fo far as to have the drawin 

up of the Articles of Peace, if the 
Spanierds had been forced to prefent 
us with a Carte Blanche, we ought 


terrupt our lawful Trade or Com- C certainly to have ftipulated noSearch 
merce in thofe Seas; and as they any where but in their Ports or Har- 


have done fo for fome Time paft, bours, when our Ships happened to 
it is become neceflary for us to be forced in there by Sea Diftrefs. 


any fuch Liberty 


lay this Power under fuch Regula- 
tions, as may prevent fuch Prattices 
in Time to come: This, I ho 


But this, my Lords, was not our 
Cafe when this Treaty was nego- 
tiated: We were treating upon e- 


will be done by the definitive Treaty D qual Terms: We were negotiating 


that is to be concluded ; but as the 


| contriving and fettling thefe Regu- 


lations required a mogt mature and 
ferious Deliberation, it could not be 
done fo as to make them a Part of 
this preliminary Treaty ; and there- 


to prevent a dangerous. War, and 
not to put an End to a fuccefsful 
ones and in thefe Circumftances it 
was impoflible for us to adjuft and 
finally fettle a Difpute of fuch a 
Nature in fo fhort a Time. If it 


fore it was neceflaryy to refer this E be finally adjufted and fettled in the 


Matter to the Plenipotentiaries. 
What Liberty we may allow to 
the Spaniards, with regard to fearch- 
ing our Ships at Sea, or upon what 
they call their own Coafts, or whe- 
her or no we ought to allow them 


at, what Reftraints and Regulations 
at ought to be fubjected to, are Quef- 
tions, my Lords, that cannot, I 
hink, come before us upon this Oc- 
on: All I defign by what I have 
aid upon this Head, is to thew, 
hat the Difpute between the Spa- 
tards and us, about Search or no 
arch, is of fuch a Nature, that it 
sould not be immediately dever- 


’ 


eight Months prefcribed by this Pre- 
liminary, I fhall think it fomethin 
very extraordinary; and if at 

all the Difputes now’ {ubfifting be- 
tween Spain and us are adjufted to 
our Satisfaction, I fhall then think, 


, or if we do allow F that we may juftly apply to one 


Perfon in this Kingdom, what was 
faid of the great Fabius at Rome, 
Cunfando reflituit Rem. 
I know, my Lords, it would have 
been more glorious, and would have 
look’d more like great Courage ard 


G Magnanimity, to have attack’d the 


Spaniards diretly, without fo much 


as, afking, whether they were wil- 
ling eee ie Satisfattion If we 
| 4F2 had 
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had done fo, the Spaniards could not 
with Juftice have complained of us, 
nor could they have faid, we treated 
them otherwife than they deferved ; 
but I cannot think it would have 
been prudent, nor do I think it 
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in a peaceable Manner. In the me, 

Time, our Trade would hile bles 
interrupted, our People oppreffed 
with Taxes, many of our Merchants 
ruined by Captures, and Multitudes 
of Tradefmen drawn away from ufe- 


would have been aéting like Men A ful Labour and Indufiry ; for it was 


that had a due Regard to the Prof- 
perity and Happinefs of their Coun- 
try. Wars and Victories, my Lords, 
make a fine Figure in Hittory, or 
even in a News Paper: We fill 
read with. Pleafure the romantick 
Accounts of our Wars and Battles 
in France, when our Kings were 
wafting the Subftance, and {pilling 
the Blood of their Subjeéts, in quett 
of that which would have ruined 
their Country, if they had mez with 
the wifhed for Succeis ; we likewife 


well obferved by a celebrated Cler. 
gyman, who was appointed to preach 
at St. Paul's upon the Peace of U. 
trecht, "That thofe Times which are 
the beft to read of, are far from be- 
ing the beft to live in. 

It was therefore, I think, my 
Lords, the wifeft Courfe, to try 
firft what could be done by Ne- 
gotiation ; and as there is nothing 
m this Preliminary that is either 
{candalous,. or inconfiftent with any 
of the Rights or Privileges of this 


read with Pleafure, an Account of C Nation; as we have got all that 


our late Campaigns in Flanders, Ger- 
many, and Spain, when we were run- 
ning ourfelves feveral Millions in 
Debt yearly, for the Sake of con- 
quering Kingdoms and Provinces for 
thofe, who have not fince fhewed 


could be expected in fo thort a 
Time ; and as the Time fiipulated 
for concluding a definitive Treaty 
is but very fhort, I muft think, it 
was right to accept, in the meat 
Time, of this Preliminary. If the 


themfelves very grateful for the Fa- D Court of Spain thould refule, o 


vours we then fo bountifully beftow- 
ed; and if we had new run our- 
felves headlong into a War with 
Spain, we fhould probably, if they 
had been affifted by none of their 
Neighbours, have had the fame Suc- 


unreafonably delay giving us entire 
Satisfaction by a definitive Treaty, 
within the Time limited by ths 
Preliminary, we muft go to War; 
we fhall then be able to excule or 
juttify ourfelves in our own Minds, 


cefs we have formerly met with in — let the Event of that War be what 


our Wars againit that Nation: The 
taking of fome of their Gadleons or 
Fhia, the plundering of fome of 
their Towns upon the Sea Coaft in 
Europe, or the taking or plundering 
fome of their Settlements. in Ame- 
rica, would have furnifhed our Ga- 
xettes with excellent Paragraphs for 
the Entertainment of the prefent 
Age, and our Hiftories with ht Mat- 
ter for the Amufement of future 
Generations; but upon balancing 
Accounts, we fhould have found, I 
believe, that the Profit would not 
anfwer the 3; and that we 
- had done better to have accepted 
at firft of a reafonable Satisfagtion 
. . 


F are, nor can it be fu 


it will; becaufe of two Evils, the 
leaft is certainly to be chofen. Out 
Trade cannot fuffer much in the 
mean Time, the Circumfances of 
Affairs. in. Europe cannot become 
more unfavourable than they now 
ed that we 
thall be weaker, or Spain ftrongt 
eight Months hence, than at pit 
fent. 
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hus ended the firft Day's Debate upon 
this Subje@; and as I have been 
pretty full in the dccount I have 
given of it, I fall sive you, as 
briefy as 1 can, the Subflance of 
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Recourfe be had to the deceitful and 
uncertain Fortune of War; and if 
they relate to Injuries done, or Vio- 
lences committed, the fame futtice 


and Humanity require that Satisfac- 
tien fhould be afk’d, in an amicable 


a few only of the Speeches that A Manner, by the Party offended, and 


avere made in the fecond Day's De- 
bate, when our Club affumed a 
diferent Charafer, and the De- 
bate was begun by Pomponius At- 
ticus, awhofe Speech was in Sub- 
france thus. 


Mr. Prefident, 
SIR, 
|7 HEN any Treaty of Peace 
orAlliance is, by the King’s 
| Order, fore Parliament, it is 
a Cuftom ¥ long eftablifhed, and a 


ah g reir) denied, or unreafon- 
ably delayed, by the Party offend- 
ing, before Holtilities are refolved 
on. Even the greateft Affrent that 
can be put upon, or the greateft In- 
jury that can be done to one Nation, 
B by the Subjeéts of another, ought 
to be compiained of before it is re- 
venged ; becaufe the Honour of no 
Nation can be injured but by fome 
publick ‘or national A@ in another 5 
therefore, when any Injury is done, 
or Affront given, by the Subjeéts of 


Caftom that has béen fo conftantly C one State to thofe of another, the 


obferved, to prefent an Addrefs of 
Thanks upon every fuch Occafion, 
that I fhould have thought it quite 
unneceffary to fay any Thing in 
favour of the Motion Iam to make, 
if more than ordinary Pains had not 


State whofe Subjects have been in- 
jured, ought to apply to the other 
for Satisfation, and ought not to 
look upon its Honour as any Way 
affected, till the State, whofe Sub- 
je&ts committed the Violence, has 


been taken to render People diffatif- D made the A& of its Subjeéts its 


hed with the Treaty now under our 
Confideration. It is’ this that has 
occafioned’ the prefénting’ of fo ma- 
ny Petitions againft’ it; and’ it is 
this that makes meé think it necef- 
fary, to endeavour to rettiove thofe 


and fo induftrioufly raifed among all 
Degrees of Men, before I'make that 
Motion with which I intend to con- 
clude. | 

I fha]l begin, Sir, with this ge- 
neral Sued that when Difte. 
ces arife between two Nations, 
n immediate Declaration of War 
Hfeldom is, and never ought to be the 
Hrit Refolution of either. If thofe 
Differences proceed from any Dif- 
Pate about a Matter of Right, Juf- 
ce and Humanity require, that 











hole Difputes determined in a 
raceable Way, by’ the true and 
‘Rules of Reafon, before 


saiiit 
‘ 





Prejudices. that have been fo artfully E Therefore when, 


own, by refufing to punifh the 
Tranfgreffors, or to make Repara- 
tion for the Damage faftained. — 
‘This, Sir, is what Juflice and 
Humanity require, and what is juft 
and humane, muft be honourable. 
on Application, 
there appears a Probability thar all 
Differences may be fettled and ad+ 
jufted by amicable Means, while 
that Probability lafts, it would be 
unjuft, it-would be barbarous; and 
confequently difhonourable, to have 
F recourfe to Arms. Ambition or In- 
tereft may prompt fome Nations to 
make Conquefts, and fuch Nations 
may, and do often break through 
this eftablifhed Rule of Juftice and 
true Honour, by laying of the 
mott frivolous Pretence for 


indeavours fhould’ be ufed to haveG in War, without any previous Ap- 


ication for an Aecommodation. 
as’ it is not the [ntereft of this 


Nation to make Conquefs, and 
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I hope, our Ambition will never 
provoke us to act contrary to our 
Intereft, we can therefore have no 
Motive for peat igs this Rule, 
with regard to the Differences that 
gay arife between us and any Nati- 
on in Exrope. 

Upon this Maxim, Sir, and in 
this Light, if we confider the Trea- 
ty new before us, I believe it will 
appear to be not only a juft and 
honourable Meafure, but the only 


upon the Application from by 
Houfes of Parliament jaf Sean 
made a peremptory Demand, and 
infifted upon a {peedy and Catego- 
rical Anfwer; and till that Anfwer 
fhould arrive, his Majeity refolved, 


A according to the Maxim J have 


mentioned, and according to the 
Advice of his Parliament, to faf.’ 
pend the Effeéts of his {ndignation, 
When the Court of Spain faw that 
the Affair could be no longer put of 


jut and honourable Meafure we B with Safety, they appeared willing 


could take, with regard to the Dif- 
ferences now fubfifting between us 
and Spain; fome of which are fuch 
as proceed from Difputes that have 
lately arifen about Matters of Right, 
and the reft are fuch as eed from 


to enter immediately into a ferion 
Difquifition of the Rights that were 
in Difpute; and as thofe Rights 
were: of fuch a Nature that they 
could not be in a fhort,Time fully 
examined into’ and y deter. 


the Violences and Depredations that C mined, to fhew they wer® in earef, 


have been committed by fome of 
the Subjects of that Kingdom againft 
the, Subjects of this... As. the Mat- 
ters of Right which are in Difpute, 
are of great Confequence to us, as 
Spain had little or no Reafon to raife 


they propofed ts have the Account 
between the two. Nations, for Reya- 
ration of Damages {uftained on each 
Side, immediately fettled, and 
pay, ima fhort Time, whatever 


fhould appear to be due upon the 


any Difpute sbout them, and as their D Balance. From hence his Majelty 


Depredations have been great and 
frequent, if it had been. our Intereft 
to eadeavour, to conquer any Part of 
the Spenif Dominions,-er if his 
Majeity had been influenced by 
Ambition, and a Purfuit after)a 


juftly conceived, that there was 4 
Probability of having all our Dife- 
rences accommodated, and there 
fore, he could not in Juftice or Ho. 
nour commence. Hoftilities, or retuit 
to accept of a preliminary Conver- 


glaring but falfe Renown, he might, E tion, by which we were to obtain 


and probably would have laid hold 
of thefe Differences, as a juit Pre- 
tence for declaring War. againt 
Spain, without the leaft. Attempt 
to have them reconciled by ami- 
cable Means; but as it, is not the 


Satisfaction for all pait Injuries, avd 
by which ‘we were to be put in 
the moft e Method, nay, the 
only Method that could be propo 
for obtaining, in a fhort Time, a 
Security agai 


Intereht of this Netion to make F To this I 


Conguefts, his Majefty confidered 
the Peace and Happinefs. of his 
People as the moft felid. Founda- 
tions of his Glory; therefore, he 
often applied, before laf Summer, 
to the Court of Spaix, for having 
the Differences fubfifting between 
the two Nations accommodated in 
a friendly Manner, which that Court 
always found fome Excufe or another 
for delaying; but at laft-his Majefty, 


sity hn ga 

hat Effeét this Preliminary ™ 
peed was, not oply the 
and the moft 


G could purfue, but it was 


in. fome; Meafure a net” 
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oth fented lait Seffion upon Occafion of 
our Differences with Spain, his Ma- 


tions. As there were mutual De- 
mands, with refpect to Damages fuf- 


nd jelty was advifed to ufe his Royal tained, it became neceffary to fettle 
%0- Endeavours with his Catholick Ma- and balance the Account; for I am 
ver jefy, to obtain effeCtual Relief for fure no reafonable Man could expeét, 
od, his injured Subjeéts; and affured, that we fhould receive full Reparation 
ve that in cafe his Royal and Friendly A for all the Damage done to us by 
he Initances, for procuring Juftice, and Spain, and allow nothing for the 
af" for the future Security of that Na- Damage that had been done by us 
in. vigation and Commerce, which his to that Nation. Upon examining 
at People had an undoubted Right to, therefore into, and {tating our mu- 
of by Treaties and the Law of Nati- tual Demands, it appeared that our 
ne ons, fhould not be able to procure, Demands upon Spain, according to 
ms from the Equity and Friendfhip of B a Calculation made by our own 


re the King of Spain, fuch Satisfaction, 
as his Majefty might reafonably ex- 

B pect from a good and faithful Ally, 
the Parliament would effectually fup- 
port his Majefty in taking fuch Mea- 
{ures, as Honour and Juitice fhould 
make it neceflary for him to pur- 
fue. From thefe Words, the Ad- 
vice of Parliament plainly appears 
to have been, that his Majeity fhould 
firit try what could be done by peace- 
able Means, and that in cafe he could, 
by fuch Means, procure fuch Satis- 
faiion, that is to fay, fuch R 
tion for paft Injuries, and fuch Se- 

a curity for our Navigation and Com- 
merce in Time to come, as he could 
seafonably expect frem a good and 
futhful Ally, he fhould avoid en- 
S'ging the Nation in a War with 
pain. Now, Sir, if by this Con- 
ention his Majefty has got fuch 
Reparation, and fuch Security, as 
could reafonably expect, it muft 
allowed, that his refufing to ac- 

ept of it, would have been acting 

; rectly againit the Advice given 
m by Parliament; and that we 
ve got as much Reparation, and 

much Security, as any reafonable 

n could expect by a preliminary 
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With regard to R tion, Sir, 


Commiffaries, amounted to 200,000/. 
and that the Demands of Spain upon 
us, amounted to 60,000/. fo that 
there was a Balance due to us of 
140,000/. which Sum his Catholick 
Majeity propofed to pay to us, by 
C giving Affignments upon his Reve- 
nues in America, being the only 
Means he had for paying fo large 2 
Sum ; but as we knew the Tediouf- 
nefs and Precarioufnefs of that Fund; 
it was propofed to make an Allow- 
ance for prompt Payment, if his Ca- 


- D tholick Majefty would engage to pay 


the Money in a fhort Time here at 
London, and the Allowance agreed 
on was 45,000/. which reduced, the 
Sum due to us to. 95,000/. and this 
Sum his Catholick Majefty has ex- 
prefsly promifed, by this Conven- 
E tion, to pay here at London, in four 
Months after the Exchange of the 
Ratifications. From hence it appears, 
Sir, that we have not only got all 
the Reparation any reafonable Man 
could expeét, but all the Reparation 
we could with any Pretence of Juf- 
F tice infifton, For tho’ there were 
perhaps feme other {mall Articles, 
which we might have added to the 
Sum of our Demands, yet it muft 
be allowed, they were fuch Trifles, 
fach Minuties, as not to be worth 
minding in a Tranfattion between 


br paft' Injuries, it is not only finally Gtwo powerful Nations ; and if we 


ajufted, but a certain Sum promifed 
P i within a very fhort Time 
Exchange of the Ratifica- 


} 
Onvention, I fhall now endeavour 
) 
. 
| 


had infifted on them, it would have 
been eafy for Spain to have balanced 
. them with Articles of the fame Kind, 


whic 
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which were not at firft. brought in 
to her Account. 

Now, Sir, as to our future Secu- 
rity, every Man that underftands 
what it means, muft know, that it 
depends entirely upon thofe Matters 


PoLiTicar CLus, &) 


upon the open Seas, they haye at 
lowed to be a Caufe of Complaiy 
which, if Not put a Stop to and pre- 
vented, might occafion an open Rup. 
ture between the two Crowns : ‘ 


. he 
have allowed it to be a Griey hey 


aD ce, 


of Right that are now in Difpute be- A which ought to be removed, Can 


tween Spain and us ; and that there- 
fore it cannot be clearly and effectu- 
ally provided for, till thofe Rights 
are particularly examined into, and 
fully explained. But could any rea= 
fonable Man expect, that it was pof- 
fible to do this in a few Weeks, or 
by a preliminary Convention? It is 
a Difcuilion that depends not only 
upon feveral difputable Points in the 
Law of Nature and Nations, but 
likewife upon feveral Faéts and Cir- 
cumflances that muft be enquired 


the Exercife of a jut Right . 
lowed to bea Cauie of ey 
Can it be allowed to be a Grev. 
ance ? Whoever does fo, difclaims 
the Right 5 and therefore we mui 
conclude, that Spaix has, even by 
B this Preliminary, in Effect difclaimed 
the Right of fearching our Ships 
upon the open Seas of America, 
which to me isa {trong Indication, 
that they intend to diiclaim it by 
the definitive Treaty, in the moit 
exprefs Terms we can propole. 


into, and this Enquiry can be made C Sir, the Court of Spain have not 


in the Wef-Indies only. For this 
Reafon we could not fo much as de- 
fire Spain to do more than they have 
done. They have agreed to refer 
this Difcuifion to Plenipotentiaries, 
and that thofe Plenipotentiaries fhould 
be obliged finally te decide the Af- 
fair within the fhort Term of eight 
Months ; which is all we could ex- 
peat, and all we could with any 
Juitice or Reafon defire. Therefore, 
if there had not been one Word in 
this Treaty, from whence it could 


only acknowledged the fearching 
our Ships on the open Seas and 
confifcating them for having Spano 
Money or Effeécts on board, to bea 
Grievance which ought to be re- 
moved, but they have in fome Mea- 
D fure dire€tly owned it to be wrong: 
They have allowed it to be an , 
juty; by giving us Reparation for 
what a - toe ta an fufered 
by that Practice. Therefore, the 
Plenipotentiaries appointed by this 
Convention, are not to determine 


be prefumed, that Spain had pafled E whether it be a Grievance or not: 


from, or given up any of thofe 
Rights fhe has lately fet up, yet the 
Treaty might have been faid to be 
a good Preliminary, and fuch a one 
as his Majefty ought to have ac- 
cepted of, rather than engage the 
Nation in a War. But this is not 
the Cafe: The principal Right Spazz 
pretends to, and the moft deftruc- 
tive Right for this Nation to fubmit 


to, is that of fearching our Ships on . 


the open Seas of America, and mak- 
ing Prize of them, in cafe any Spa- 
nilb Money or Effeéts be found on 
board. This Right Spain has, even 
by this Preliminary, in Effe@ given 
up. That of fearching our Ships 


This is a Point which is not refered 
to their Difcuffion: It is already de- 
termined : They are only to coni 
der, contrive, and adjuft the propet 
Methods for removing it; and 
this too they are circum{cribed ; fo 
F the Regulations they contrive 
agree on for this Purpo/e, mut be 
according to the Treaties now 
fifting between the two Crows 
and thofe Regulations mutt ap 4 
trived and fully fettled within 
Months: after their firlt ape 


G which is to be but fix Weeks 3 


the Exchange of the Ratification 
fo that the Affair mult be v4 
concluded before the Middle 0!“ 
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eember next. Therefore the chief 
Queition now feems to be, whether 
we ought to go to War rather than 
grant the Court of Spain a Delay of 
eight Months, for giving us full Sa- 
tista€tion and abfolute Security; and 


a frefh Inftance of this before out 
Eyes. All Exrope thought, the Em- 
peror engaged in the prefent War a- 
gaint the Turks with great Odds of 
his Side ; but we find ourfelves dif- 
appointed in our Expectations; the 


Ido not think that any Man who A Odds are already turned againit 


confiders the prefent Circumftances 
of Europe, or the ptefent Circum- 
ftances of this Nation, would be for 
involving his Country in a dangerous 
and expenfive War, rather than 
grant fuch a Delay. 


him, and little Hopes left of his 
coming off with Honour, much lefs 
with Advantage. 

Whoever confiders thefe Things, 
Sir, muft think, that, if the Cir 
cumftances of Affairs in Europe were 


War, Sir, let the Profpeé of Suc- B entirely favourable for us, if our 


cefs be what it will, is both a dange- 
rous and a deftructive Expedient to 
any Nation, efpecially a trading and 
induftrious Nation: It is the Bane 
of Trade, and the Parent of Idlenefs. 
It gives your Neighbours an Oppor- 


ewn Circumftances were as happy 
as we could wifh, we ought not 
wantonly to engage in a War; but 
when we confider that the Circum- 
ftances of Europe were never in a 
more unhappy Situation for us than 


tunity to undermine you in feveral C at prefent, and that our own Cir- 


Branches of your Trade, and draws 
a great many of your own People a- 
way from ufeful Labour and Induf- 
try, not only during the War, but 
for ever; for thofe who have been, 
for but a few Years, accuttomed to 


cumftances are far from being ina 
happy Situation, who is it will fay, 
a War is not by all Means to be 
avoided? The powerful Kingdom 


of France is now in greater Vigour 
than ever it was fince the Reign 


| live in Idlenefs, by Rapine and Vio- D of their Charies the Great, it is now 


lence, can never afterwards fubmit 
to get their Bread by the Sweat of 
their Brow. Befides, it may prove 
dangerous to your Liberties: For 
fupporting and carrying on a War 
with Vigour, great Armies muft be 


raifed: When the War is ended, E 


you may, perhaps, find it difficult 
to difband your Armies: The Ge- 
nerals will be againft it, and the 
oldiers having loft the Hopes of 
living by the Plunder of their Ene- 
nies, may refolve to live by the 


plunder of their Country. War F 


herefore, even with the moft flat- 
fring Profpeé&t of Succefs, ought 
lo be avoided by a trading, free 
-ountry, if poflible. The Event is 
soubtful, let the Hopes of either 
arty at the Beginning be never fo 
ell founded. It is not the firft 
dime we have heard of the Event 
! a War's turning out contrary to 


governed by wife Counfels, and in 
perfeét Unity and Concord within 
itfelf. The King of France is bound, 
not only by Intereft, but by the 
Ties of Blood, to affift the King of 
Spain ; and as an Addition to this 
ligation, there is now formi 
for what I know already concluded, 
a Treaty of Alliance between them. 
If we declare War againtft Spain, we 
miuft therefore expeét that France 
will take Part with Spain againft 
us; and tho’ I have fo good an 
Opinion of my Country, as to think 
we are more than a Match for the 
one, and at leaft an equal Match 
for the other, yet I cannot be fo 
vain as te think, we are an equal 


Match for both, and confequently, 
I muft think, we have Reafon to be 


G afraid of our finking under the Bur- 


den, unlefs we'can get fome of the 


other great Powers of Eurspe to af- 


fift us. ; 
it us Lit 


human Appearances. We have 
4G : : 
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Let us now look round Europe, 
Sir, and we fhall find with Regret, 
there is not at prefent any one of 
the Powers thereof, on whom we 
could, in fuch a Cafe, depend for an 
effectual Affiitance. The Houfe of 


we are at fent without any one 
Ally upon the Continent, that would 
give us Affiftance; and in cafe of a 
War, the two moft potent King. 
doms ‘in Europe would probably be 
united againft us: Nay, I do not 


Aufiria is now in {9 weak a Conditi- A know but that the greateft Part of 


on, and fo much-reduced by the 
Misfortunes they have met with in 
their War againft the Turks, that 
they could not, if they would, af- 
ford uS any Affittance; and if they 
could, ’tis a Queftion if they would; 
for their Co 
be too much direéted by French In- 
fluence. The Datch are at prefent 
in a poor and helplefs Situation ; 
for tho’ the Subjects of moft of the 
United Provinces are rich and in af- 
fluent Circumiftances, their Goyern- 


Europe would unite againft us; and 
when the Affairs of Burope are in 
fuch Circumftances, would it not be 
the Height of Madnefs in us to en. 
gage in War, if we can by any 
Art, or by any Means, avoid or 


els feem at prefent to B delay it? 


But this, Sir, is mot our only 
Misfortune at’prefent. Our dome’- 
tick Circumftances are far from be- 
ing in fuch a Condition as may en- 
courage us toe in War. Our 
People. are already taxed almot as 


ment is extremely low, and almoft C much as they: can poflibly bear; 


all their publick Revenues mort- 
gaged or anticipated ; which makes 
them fo backward to engage in 
War, that tho’ they have met with 
as bad Treatuient from Spain as we 
haye done, tho’ as many Dutch 


and moft of thofe Taxes mortgaged 
for paying the Debts we contratted 
in the late War The Overplus of 
our publick Revenue is hardly fuh- 
cient for fupporting our civil Go- 
vernment in Time of Peace. If we 


additional Taxes: This will m- 


Ships in proportion, have been un- Pgo to War, we muft lay on new or 
jut 


y feized. by the iards, as 
there have been of Engi, yet they 
have never yet attempted, nor do 
they feem. to have the leaft Inclina- 
tion to refent thefe Injuries in any 
hoflile Manner. ‘The Princes of 


Germany, are. now. contending a- — Years paft. If we go 


mongft themfelves about the Suc- 
Ceffion to fome Parts of the Pa/ati- 
nate; and that Contention may per- 
haps break out into an open Rup- 
ture. Of the Princes of Italy, the 
two moft Potent may probably be 


creafe thofe Animofities and Di- 
vifions that now prevail too much 
amongit us; and will caufe tht 
Party to raife its Head, which hs 
not dared to look up for near twenly 
to War, out 
Enemies will certainly endeavcur © 
bring us into Confusion at home, by 
embracing the Caufe of the Preter- 
der: The War itfelf will be made 
the Caufe of the Pretender; : 

when our People find every eal 


engaged in the Alliance againft us ; F new Leads of Taxes laid upo rye 


and the King of Perruga/ dares not 
afift us, I even doubt if he would 
dare to admit our Men of War into 
his Ports. Then, Sir, if we look 
Northward, of the two Northern 
Kingdoms, the moi powerful feems 
already to be united againit us; 
the Mujcowites, if they were inclin- 
» are at too great a Diftance to 
off rd! us any Relief. Thus, Sir, 


many of them may begin to a" 
all che Misfortunes they labour a! 
der, to the Illuftrious Family yt 
upon our Throne, which pe r 
join any Numoe® 

a fs bat hall invade % 

at their He® 

uld jon * 


gainft 
us to gua 
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our Navy,.fo clofely, as that it may 
not be in their Power to throw a 
few regular Troops into fome Part 
of the Ifland 3 and this might give 
us fo much to doat home, that we 
fhould neither have Leifure nor 


is a Delay, I am fure, not worth 
our while to go to War for. There- 
fore, Sir, I. muft think, I am fully 
warranted in what I am to propofe, 
which is, That an humble Aadeets 
fc, (fuch another as was propofed 


Power to diftrefs our Enemies, or A by C. Cicerejus, See Page 469) 


protect our Plantations abroad. 

I have as juft a Senfe as any.Man 
can have, of the Sufferings of our 
Merchants, and of the Indigtiities 
that have been put upon the /Na- 
tion, by the Spanib Guarda Gofta’s ; 
but national Refolutions, Sir, oth 
not to be direéted by Paflion: 
may, we ought.to fhew a 
Reientment; but our Refentment 
ought to be governed by Prudences 
and if it is, we muf fufpend fhew- 
ing it, till a Change in the Cir- 


wht B 
£ 
per 


C. Calpurnius Pifo fpoke next to this 
Effed, viz. 


Mr. Prefident, 
_S 1 R, | 
] Sranp up.to fecond the Motion 
which the Hon. Gentleman near 


me has been pasted to make; and 


I fecond it, becaufe, I think, the 
neceflary Confequence of our not a- 
greeing to it, would, be an immedi- 
ate War. Now, as I think we have 


cumftances: of Europe. prefents,.us C got by.this Convention, as much gs 


with a , favourable Opportunity, 
Sbalilion we thall 
not be Jong obliged to, wait for. 
Therefore, if this»Convention had 
not been fo favourable ag it ap 

to be, his Majeity, ought, I thinle 
in the: préfent Conjunéture, 
accepted of it. This is the Opinion 
I muft form, from the View Ihave 
of the prefent .Pofture of Affairs, 
and from, Circumitances that,: are 
publickly known; but his Majelty 
may know many Circumitances 


have D 


we could expect: by, a. prelimi 
Article, for a leah so ve 
ture Security. it can be called no- 
thing elfe, nor was. it. poflible in fo 
fhort a Time to. make jt any Thing 
ats and, as I. think, at a6 Court 
Q in’s agreeing to. this Conve: 
aerate ney Part of it whic 
ftipalates an: immediate Reparation, 
furnifhes us .with a,ftroag Prefump- 
tion, that. they.are inclined todo us 
Juftice, and that we fhall in a fhort 
ime, obtain {ufficient Security for 


which. we do not. know, which E the Freedom of our Trade and Na- 





he cannot communicate to , this 
B Houfe; and therefore in fuch Cafes, 
we ought to be extremely cautious 
of refufing, our Approbation to, a 
Meafure which his Majefty has 
thought fit. to approve of. Such.a 


vigation in ‘Time to. come; there- 
fore, I muft,think'a War quite un- 
neceflary, and.no War can. be juit 
that is not neceflary, nor can any 
War be.honourable that is not juft. , 

This Confideration, Sir, convinces 


aution would have been neceflary, F me, that we ought to 1 of this 
on, 


en tho’ this Convention had. ap- 
peared to have been altogether un- 
atisfactory ; but 1 have thewn, I 
ink, that we have got by it all 
hat could be reafonably expefied 
by. a Preliminary Treaty ; from 
hence we have 
ope, that in eight Months ‘lime 
e hall obtain by. a- definitive 
dreaty all we.can defire, which 


Reafon .to G made to this Treaty 


Convention ; and. my Friend 
has taken Care to put fome Words 
or Expreffions into the Addrefs he 
has. been pleafed to propofe, which, 
in my Opinion, will obpriags the 
only, material Objection I have heard 
at think, that ag pee 
feem to thi our Rights 
Pofietlions in Americaare not fufii, 
ciently fecured to us by the Terms 
4G 2 of 
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of this Preliminary ; and therefore 
they apprehend, that fome of them 
are to be given up by our Plenipo- 
tentiaries, Thefe Apprehenfions, ‘I 
think, there can be no’ Ground far, 
from any Word or Expreffion in this 


€ 3 for really, in my Opinion, j: 
Loot more like a ~ OY ora 


what we expect by-the folemn Trea. 


ipprobation of the Preliminary that 
s been already concluded, 


ty that is to be Concluded, than an 
ha 


Preliminary, nor can any Man en? A 


tertain {uch a Thought, if he confi- 
ders the inviolable Attachment ‘his 
Majefty has always -fhewn for ‘the 
Rights and Privileges of his People, 
and that our Plenipotentiaries can 
do nothing without his Order, nor 


finally agree upon any Thing with-'B 


out his Approbation; but if it wére 
poflible to’ apprehend, that any’ of 
our Rights or Poffeffions are in dan- 

of being loft, .or given up by 
the definitive Treaty, that is to’ be 
concluded in purfuance of this Pre- 


P, Sempronius Tuditanns’ then find 
‘up, and fpoke in Sublance thus, 


Mr. Prefident, 
S TR, 

HE great Defign, and the 
chiet Ufe of Parliaments, is 
to prefent to our Sovereign the Opi. 
nions, as well as Grievances of the 
People; and this Houfe in particv- 
lar 1s defigned as a Check upon Mi. 
nifters; and asa Sort of Mirror, in 
which the Counfels, the AAions, 
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liminary, even that Poffibiliry mui C and ‘the Meafures of Minifers, ar 
be taken- away, by~ our ete to ‘be truly and faithfully reprefented 
Yn the Addrefs propofed, our Reli- ‘to ‘their Mafter>: In  abfolute Mo- 
ance on his*Majefty, that from’ his narchies the King can never know, 
conftant Attention to the Honour ‘of by any legal Means, whether the 
his Crown, and the undoubted Rights ‘Meéafures he is advifed by his Mr 
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of his People, -effe€tual Care will be 


taken, that’ the Freedom of Navi- D difagte 


tion in the American Seas may be 
ally fecured-and’ eftablifhed for the 
future; and that in'r lating and 
fettling the Limits of his Majefty’s 
Dominions in America, the greateft 
Regard will be had to the Rights 


and Pofleffions belongi g to his Ma- E 


efty’s Crown and Subjedts. i 

By: thefe- Words, ‘I fay, ‘Sir, « the 
very Poffibility of apprehending any 
Danger to our Rights or Poffeificns, 
muft. be effeétually removed ; for 
after ‘fuch.a full and explicit Decla- 


ration of Parliament, what Minifter F 


will dare to advife his Majefty to 
give any Inftructions, or ‘to ratify 
any Treaty, for iving up, or ‘in- 
croaching in the'leat » any of 
our Rights or Pofleflions in Amrica ? 
Therefore, I think, no one 

Reafon can~be -a 
fafing to give fuch an Approbation 
to this Convention, as the Hon. 


for our re- G fore, I hope, that in th 


King, notin the La : 
Gentleman has been pleafed to pre Minifters, ‘ but inthe’ 
: 2 


nifters to purfue, be agreeable or 
eable ‘to his People : He can 
never “be informed of their being 
difagreeable, but by the Infarreét:- 
otis 6r Rebellions of the Peopk, 
which’ generally end in the De 
friction of a great many Subjeds 
and often’ in the Ruin of the sove- 
reion: ‘This is a Misfortune that 
in this Kingdom we fhall always b 
free from, while we have Parlia- 
ments, and fuch Parliaments 4s a 
independent of the Adminiftranon. 
But if ever our Parliaments ! 
come to be under the Direétion 
the Minifter, for ‘the Time 3 
they would be ufeiefs, they wou 
be’ pernicious ; becadfe they wor 
be made ufe oe = te aie 
upon the King with the grea 
firigte; and ke opprefling he 
ple with the greater ment 1 


fhall- upon all Den 
d 
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Truth, in the Language of his Peo- 
ple. For this Reafon, while I have 
the Honour to have a Seat here, I 
fhall never join in any Addrefs to 
the Throne, that may in the leait 
contribute towards inducing my So- 


der Regard for the Interefts of the 
People, when I think that in nego- 
tiating and agreeing to this Conven- 
tion, he has fhewn no Care, no Re- 
gard for, but on the contrary, has 
facrificed, I fhall not fay betrayed, 


vereign to form’ fuch an Opinion of A the moit valuable, the moft facred 


any publick Meafure, as may be 
contrary to the Opinion I have, upon 
a thorough Enquiry, formed of it, 
and contrary to the Opinion which, 
I know, the People in general’ have 
formed of it. ‘The Convention now 
before us is, in my Op 
moft difhonourable, the moft deceit- 
ful, the moft ruinous ‘Treaty, | this 
Nation ever made : “I will be*bold 
to fay, that gg out of a 100°0f the 
People are of the fame Opinion ; 
and fhall I agree. to an Addrefs, 
which maft make the King believe, 
if he believes what we fay, that it 
is an honourable, fair, and advanta- 
geous Treaty? 

The Hon. Gentleman and his 
Friends may, if they pleafe, ‘Sir, 
call the latter Part of the Addrefs 


Rights of his Country ? Shall I fay, 
that a final Adjuitment of our long 
depending Demands has been ob- 
tained by this Convention, when I 
fee, that inftead of adjalting, we 
have releafed them ? Shall I fay, that 


inion, the B any Payment is to be made by Spain 


upon that Account, when it appears 
that Spain is not to pay one fingle 
Groat, when it appears that no one 
Shilling is fo much as ftipulated, 
but what is to be paid by one Part 
of our own Subjects to another? Or 


C fhall I fay, I am fatisfied with the 


Foundation, the Minifter or Negoti- 
ator has laid, for preventing the like 
Grievances and Caufes of Complaint 
for the future, when I am convinced 
that, by this Convention, a Founda- 
tion is laid for increafing them, and 


he has —prépofed, a Declaration of) for rendering them perpetual ? God 


what we expect by the folemn Trea- 
ty that isto be concluded ; but the 
firt Part is a downright Approba- 
tion of this Convention; and is 
therefore inconfiftent with the lat- 
ter; for it would, in my-Opinion, 


forbid, Sir, that any Member of 
this Houfe fhould behave in fucha 
flavifh Manner towards the Minitter, 
or in fuch a deceitful Manner to- 


wards his Sovercign. 
I fhall allow, Sir, that when Dif- 


be ridiculous in us to fay, we ex-E ferences arife between two Nations, 


pect or hope for. any Thing from a 
olemn Treaty. that’ is to be con- 
luded in Purfuance of a Prelimi- 
mary, by which every Thing we 
have to expect or hope for, is pre- 
ioufly given up, and almoft ex- 


War ought not to be refolved on, 
till Application be firft made for 
having them removed by a friendly 
Accommodation ; but that Applica- 
tion ought to be made in an 

rable Manner, and fuitable to. the 


prefsly furrendered. Out of the Re- F Dignity ef the Nation that makes 


gard I have, and, I ‘hope, thall 
klways have for his Majefty, I mutt, 
n examining the Addrefs propofed, 
ave his Name out, and fubititute 
1 its Room, the Name or Term Mi- 
ifter, or Negot 


iator. “Shall I, Sir, 


it. It the Matters ay ht that 
are begun to be difputed, be fuch 
as‘are really doubtful, a Negotiation 
may be fet on Foot for having them 
explained; but to difpute the moft 
undoubted Rights, Rights that are 


pon ‘Occafion of this Convention, G eftablifhed by the Law of Nature, 


xprefs my moft grateful Acknow- 
tdgments for the Minifter’s, or Ne- 
btator’s particular Care, and ten- 


as well as by particular Treaties, is 
one of the greateft Infults that can 
be put by one Nation upon —— 
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and therefore, the only Application 
that can be made, is a peremptory 
Demand for having them acknow- 
ledged in the moft explicit: Terms : 
To negotiate, or to treat about fuch 
Rights, is to betray'them. Again, 


obliged us to give up t 

ms which it Zend, “~ a a 
of giving us Reparation, they have 
obliged us to give them a genera] 
Releafe ; nay farther, they have 
obliged us to give up to them, { 


when Violences are committed: bys4:much  Jefs than the true Value 


the Subjeéts of one Nation, upon 
thofe of another, Satisfaction may 
be demanded, nay, I fhall grant 
that it ought to be demanded in a 

ceable Manner, before refolving 
to take Satisfaétion by Force of Arms; 


five. Britifo Ships and their Ca 

which they had, before this Trean 
was thought of, obliged themfelves 
to reftore. ) If they had given us. 
flat Denial: If they had abfolutely 
refufed’ to give us any Security 


but this Satisfaction “ought to be B or Reparation, it would have been 


required, not {ued for; and: much 
Jefs fued. for again and. again, after 
many affected Delays or tham Ex- 
cafes: To require Satisfaction ‘in a 
peaceable but dignified Manner, is 


fhewing a Contempt of our Power 
only ; but to prefume to palm upon 
us fuch a fham Security, and {uch 
a fallacious Sort of Reparation, is 
fhewing the utmoft Contempt of our 


prudent, is commendable; but to Judgment, as well as! our Power. 
fae and fellicit for it, is mean, ab- C Asyyet the Contempt can fall upo 


jeét, and difhonourable ; and. when 
a Nation continues to {ue for it, un- 
der frequent Repetitions of the fame 
Sort of Vieleices, it is ridiculous, 
it is mifchievous. 

This; P'm afraid, Sir, is our Cafe 


our Negotiators only; bat if this 
Houfé thould..give any Thing like 
a Sanétion to fuch a Treaty, the 
Contempt,.muft fall upon the Ni- 
tion, or at leaft upon that which is 
called the Wifdom of the Nation. 


with regard to Spain. We havene- D In order, Sir, to make good what 


gotiated about our undoubted Rights, 
we have fued for’ Satisfa&tion, and 
have fo long continued fuing, while 
they continued violating, that we 
have at laft rendered ourfelves ridi- 
cious and contemptible. In this 


Opinion: I am confirmed by the E 


Treaty now under: our Confidera- 


tion: A Treaty which they feem to 
mpofed.upon us as the Coup 


have i 
de Grate to that Character we for- 
merly -had among the'Princes and 
Potentates of Europe. . After difput- 
ing with us fuch undoubted Rights, 
and committing fo many and fuch 
unheard of Depredatipns our 
Merchants, if they had not had the 
utmoft Contempt of our Underftand- 
ing, as well as Power, it! was. im- 


poflible they could have thought of 
impofing fuch a Treaty upon us: AG 
Treaty by which they have, under 


the Pretence of giving usa Founda- 
tion for obtaining future Security, 


I have faid, I mutt beg Leave © 
confider what we ought to have hed, 
and whether we have got, by ths 
Treaty, fo much as the Hopes 
obtaining any one Thing we ought 
to havevyhad. 1 believe every Get 
tleman will allow, that we ought © 


Brisa 


Americag will thew no ™s 
hey ty 
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gs, if fome of thofe Governors and 
Captains that have robbed ous Mer- 
chants, had been hanged, as they 
highly deferve, and. their, Bodies 
hung up in Chains, upon the moft 
conipicuous Capes of Cuba, Hijpa- 


muft be furrendered, and that if 
the Right Spain pretends to, be re- 
ousted it muft be eftablifhed. The 
Right we pretend to, the Right 
which, I hope, the Nation will ne- 
ver depart from, whatever our Ne- 


vila, and Porto-Rico, it would, have A gotiators may do, is a Right toa 


fhewn all fuch for the future, what 
they were to expeét, if they infulted 
the Crown, or injured the Subjeéts 
of Great Britain. But the Court of 
Spain being refolved to grant na+ 
thing that might any Way contribute 


tree Navigation in the open Seas of 
America: This Right the Spaniards, 
trufting to our Feeblenefs, or our 
Fondnefs for Negotiation, have tak- 
en upon them to deny: They fay, 
we have no Right to any Navigation 


to our future Security, refolved not B in the American Seas but what they 


to allow the Word Satisfafiox to be 
f much as once mentioned in this 
Treaty. Even the Span Pirate 
that cut off Captain $ enbins’s Ear, 
making ufe at the fame Time of 
the moit infulting Expreffion towards 
the Perfon of our Kin 


an Expref- ¢ late? Are they 


have granted us by Treaty, which 
is only whilit our Ships fteer a dire&t 
Courie from one Part of the Britid 
Dominions to another. For God 
Sake, Sir, what is it, in this Cafe, 
our Plenipotentiaries are to regu- 
to regulate what 


fon which no Briti/ Subje&t can hall, or fhall not be called a di- 


decently repeat, an Expreflion Which 
no Man that has a Regard for his 
Sovereign can ever forgive: .Even 
this Fellow, I fay, is to live to 
njoy the Fruits of his Rapine, and 


rect Courfe? If we agree to any 
fuch Regulation, can we afterwards 
fay, we have a Right to a free Na- 
vigation? Does not every Gentle- 
man fee, that if this Right be re- 


emain a living Teftimony of the p gulated, it muft be given up? 


owardly Tamenefs, and mean Sub- 
mifion of Great Britain, and of 


gehe triumphant Pride, and ftubborn 


aughtinefs of Spain. 
This alone, Sir, is fufficient «to 
mew, that we can have no Hopes 


On the other hand, Sir, Spain 
pretends to a Right to. fearch our 
Ships in the open Seas of America, 
and to feize and confifcate’ them, if 
they be found failing out of their 
due Courle, or if. any Goods which 


Mf any future Security; and yet a — they are pleafed to call contsaband, 


uture Security for the Freedom of 
ar Trade and Navigation, was what 
€ ought principally and peremp- 
rily to.have infited on ;-but.our 
gotiating Minifters have not fa- 
stied themfelves with neglecting it, 
ty have almoft mre 
reliminary, given it up: They 
ve almoit exprefsly given up the 
ights-upon which it depends, by 
ferring them to be regulated by 
ent tiaries; for if we confi- 
r the Nature of thofe Rights in 
pute between Spain and us, upon 
hich our future Security depends, 
> muft fee; that if the Right 


be found on board. Does not every 
Gentleman fee that this Right moit 
be granted, mutt be eftablifhed, be- 
fore it can ber ted ? Therefore, 
it may be juftly faid, that, by this. 
Preliminary, we have furrendered 


y, by this f the Right we pretend to, and efta- 


blifhed the Right the Spaniards pre- 
tend to; or at leaft, that we have laid 
a Foundation for exprefsly furren- 
dering the one, and eftablifhing the 
other, by the folemn Treaty that is 
to be concluded in Purfuance of this 
Preliminary. ‘This is the leaf we 


S have done by this Preliminary ; and 


this is the more diihonourable, the 
more fcandalous, becaule the Right 


we 
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we pretend to, isa Right eftablifh- 
ed by the Law of Nature, enjoyed 
by all Nations, and confirmed to 
us by every Treaty fubfifting be- 
tween the two Crowns: Whereas, 
the Right the Spaniards pretend to, 


Britifo Ships, which the Kine .¢ 
Spain had before promifed ne z 
fore, and had actually fent Cedula’, 
to the Weft- Indies for that Purpofe ; 
which five Ships, I mean thofe men, 
tioned in the 4th Article of this 


is a Servitude, which no Nation ever 4 Treaty, were worth 30 or 40,000/ 


pretended to impofe upon, another, 
nor did ever the moft contemptible 
Nation under the Sun fubmit to it. 
To which I muf add another Mif- 
fortune, that all the Regulations 
that can, in either of thefe Cafes, be 
eftablifhed, are to be explained and 
judged of by Spanih Governors and 
Captains of Gwarda Cofa’s; and 
therefore, we may, from their paft 
Behaviour, conclude, . that every 
Britifé Ship they meet with in. the 
Seas of America, will be adjudged 


S$ not every one fee, Sir, that in. 
{lead of our getting any Reparation, 
by this Treaty, for pat Injuries, we 
have really. allowed the Spaniard; to 
Keep to the Value of at leat ; 
if not 13,000/. of what they had 


B before obliged themfelves to reftore? 


and this, I fuppofe, our Negotiators 
allowed them, by Way of a Reward 
for their allowing the fham, ftipul:t- 
ed Payment of 95,000/, to be men. 
tioned in this ‘Treaty, In Confide- 
ration of which tham, ftipulated Pay- 


to be a Trefpailer againft fome of ¢ ment, we have given them a gene- 


thefe Regulations, and confequently 
liable to Confifcation. 

Thus, Sir, it appears, we have 
negotiated, we have treated away 
all Hopes of future Security ; and 
now I fhall make it appear, we 


ral Releafe for all Demands, and all 
paft Injuries. Sir, if we had freely 
given them a general Releafe, we 
might have had fomething to boa 
of: We might have bragg'd of our 
generous and forgiving Temper; 


have done the fame with refpect to p but to be thus choufed out of all 


Reparation for paft Injuries. By a 
commifforial Way of Reckoning, our 
Negotiators reduced the Demands 
of their Country to 200,000/. and 
this Sum, allowing a Trifle, as they 
fay, for pera Payment, they pre- 
tend to 

how have they obtained it? They 
allow Spain to dedu& 60,c00/ on 
Account of a moft frivolous Demand 
they {et up againft us, and before 
Spain pays any Thing to. us, they 
have allowed them to extort, in the 


our juft Demands, muft make us 
the Ridicule of every ae a that 
hears of it. Can fuch a fham Re 
paration, fuch a lumping Bargun 
as this, be faid to be an Acknow- 
ledgment in the Spaniards, of their 


ave obtained for us; but having been in the wrong to ws! 


far otherwife, that it mutt be Jap 
pofed, they infifted upon our lump 
ing away our Demands in this Man 
ner, on Purpofe to avoid their be- 
ing obliged to acknowledge them- 
felves in the wrong, or to acknow- 


moft unjuftifiable Manner, from our p ledge that any of our ral " 


Scuth-Sca Company, 68,c0co/, Thefe 
two-Sums reduced what Spain was 
to pay to us, by Way of PRs 
on, to 72,000/. and from this Sum, 
they have allowed them to deduct 


been. unjuftly fearched, feized 
confifcated, except the five Ships 
they had before acknowledged t 
be fo; and provided we would a 
low them to keep thefe five Ships 


45,000/, a pretty modeit Allowance, G I fuppofe they were willing eee 


jor prompt Payment: Then there 
remains but 27,0004 and for this 
they have allowed them to detain, 
and convert to their owa Ufe, five 


to allow us what they. vale 


at, by Way of Repar- iy, white 


This, Sir, is in reality, ¥ 


We May pretend, the, only. Bz, 
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Hon we are to meet with from 
Spain; and this Re ration they 
had promifed us before this Con- 
vention was thought of. The 
60,0007. which we have allowed 
them for their Ships; which we 


Spain? Canit be calléd’ aReparati- 
on, made to a ‘Nation? If the 
Company would agree to pay it, 
which 1 believe they will not, it 
might be fome Reparation to our 
injared Merchants} but a Reparati- 


took and deftroyed in the Year A on made to them by ont oir Sourh- 


1718, can be no Reparation to us; 
whatever it may be to them 3 be- 
caufe they had no Pretence fof any 
fuch Demand. The taking and 
deftroying of thofe Ships was what 
we had; ffom their tnfra@tion of 


Treaties, a juft Title to: It was B 


then teckoned fuch a Piece of pub- 
lick Service, that Sir George B 
was made a Peer for doing it 3 an 
if we promifed to reftoreé them by 
the Treaty in 1721, we performed 
that Promife, as far 2s was incum- 


Sea Company; can never he faid to 
be a Reparation made by Spain; 
nor can a Reparatitn made by one 
Part of our owh Pecple to anbther, 
be faid to be a Repafation made to 
the Nation. 

I have now, I hope, clearly 
fhewn, Sir, that by this Conventi- 
on; we have obtained no Satisfaéti- 
on, no Security, ‘no ‘Reparation j 
but that; on the contrary, we have 
given up all future Pretentes to eve- 
ry one of them. Therefore, I can- 


bent upon us: We promifed only to C not think that any Gentleman who 


teftore them in the Condition they 
were int We did not promife to 
tepair them, of to make them ‘fit 
for Service; and if the Spaniard 
would not take them; betaufe they 
would not bé at the Expence of 


confiders himfelf only as a Member 
of this Houfe; will agree to our ap- 
proaching the Throne of our Sove- 
reiyn, with fuch an Addrefs as has 
been propofed. Immediate War 
may not be the Confequence of our 


repairing them; it was their Fault. D refufing our Approbation ; but im- 


Therefore; I muft fappofe our Ne- 
gotiators allowed of this Demand; 
r no other Reafoh, but in order 

to have a Pretence to fay, they had 
obtained fome Soft of Re ration j 
and the 68,c00/. to be paid by our 
Seuth:Sea' Company; I mutt look on, 
as a Condefcenfion of the fame Na- 
. The King of Sain had juftly 

no fuch Demand os the Company? 
uf he had, they much greater 
Demanils upon him : The Court of 
Spain itfelf, allows they have a juft 
Jemand fer above four Times that 

um ; therefore, the moft that Court 
ould infift on, ‘was Compenfation 5 

the ‘Truth is; I believe, they 

re refolved ‘never to pay the Com- 

ny a Shilling; and Negotia~ 


rs allowed them to infift rte 
8,000/.G 


mediate Payment of this 
na Promife to pay it back to 


em by W of Reparation. Can 
a titted s Ropekason comin bp 


mediate Infamy to the Nation wil!, 
in my Opinion, be thé certain Con: 
fequence of our granting it. I fhall 
allow that War ought'to be avoided, 
Tt ought to be avoided by all Means, 
but {candalous; cowafdly Means. A 


E Nation that has once’ got the Chay 


raéter of being cowardly, of too fear’ 
ful of engaging in War, muft always 
be in a’ Sort‘of War. ‘They will al- 
ways be fuffering War, but never 
making any. This; I’m afraid, hag 
been too much our Cafe for 17 or 18 
Yeats paft: We have had our Towns 
befieged, our Ships taken, our Mer~ 
chants plundered, and our Seament 
barbaroufly treated, without our de- 
elari ar, or committing’ any 
fore the Treaty of Seville, t : 
niards ‘began their Depredations + 
We then ‘Peace at a’ deat 
Rate ; ut the Price’of facrificing the 
oe of one of 

4 our 
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our beft Allies. While we were get- Mlatch for them both at Sea; ang 
ting Provinces for Dew Carls, which there they muft gain a Superiorit 
has fince procured him Kingdoms, before they can diltrefs, or nab 
the Spaniards fafpended alittle their hurt this Nation. Bur fappote 4 
Depredations ; but theynever grant- were not: The Hon. Gentleman 
ed us any Reparation for what was who made this Motion, has himélf 
paft, nor Security againft future, A given a good Reafon, why we thould 
tho’ they promifed both by that not fubmit to an infamous Peace 
Treaty: On the contrary, as foon The Race is not to the Swift, nor 
as their Turn was ferved, they re- the Battle to the Strong, ’tis God 
newed their Depredations, with that gives the Vidtory; and when 
more Vigour and Cruelty than ever, we have fo juft a Caufe, we have 
And fhall we approve of a Treaty, great Reafon to hope for the Affi- 
which, inftead of preventing them, B ance of God Almighty; which will 
will give the Spaniards what they be fufficient for us, even tho’, by 
never had before, a Title to con- Means of our late Negotiations and 
tinue them; for this muft be the Condutt, we may now literally fay, 
Cafe, if, in purfuance of this Preli- We have none elfe to put our Trut 
minary, we agree, by a folemn in, but him. 
Treaty, to any Regulations, either The Circumftances of Europe, Sir, 
with regard to our Right toa free C are, indeed, at prefent, in a dange- 
Navigation, or with regard to the ous, a molt terrible Situation ; and 
Right they pretend to, of fearching the prefent Circumftances of this 
our Ships upon the open Seas, and Nation cannot, ‘tis true, be {aid to 
feizi m, if found failing out of be happy ; but the Hon. Gentleman 
their due Courfe, or with any Goods who made this Motion is, | thiak, 
on board, which they are pleafed to one of the laft that ought to have 
call contraband. D made ufe of fuch an Argument for 
Our agreeing, Sir, tofuchaTrea- our ving of a difhonourable or 
ty, muft neceflarly involve us at laft deftruttive Treaty. If we have ne- 
in-a War, unlefs we have a Mind to gotiated the irs of Europe into 
give up our Plantations and Wef-Jn- an unlucky Situation, *tis well known 
dia Trade : Whereas our refufing our who ought to be blamed ; and if the 
Approbation to this Preliminary, domeftick Affairs of this Nation 
will prevent any fuch folemn Trea- E now in great Diforder, a certal® 
ty’s being negotiated, and may pre- Friend of his cannot be 
yent a War; for if Spein-has the innocent. If our Affairs are brow 
leat Dread of our Refentment or to fuch a fatal Crifis, that we ® 
either forfeit our Honour, and leave 


our Plantations and Trade expofe 
to continual Infults and D = 


. Sir, what 
” is not 
: Thing ) fear "if i 
any ' 
fhould join 5 tho” G fuch a Treaty we are to get iG 
not arean not fo much as a Sufpeniion© 
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neral Oblivion of all paft Injuries’; 
for fnce we are to get nothing, I 
think, we ought not to have paffed 
from any Thing by this Prelimi- 
nary: Our Demands, as well as our 
Rights, might have been referred to 


-good a one as we could expect. We 
never obtained by any Treaty all 
we could defire, nor all we thought 
we had Reafon to infift on. Ido 
not know that ever any Nation did, 
unlefs they made a Sort of Conquett; 


be regulated by our Plenipotentia- A and then it is not.a'Treaty, but a 


ries; and in that Cafe, we could have 
infifted or relaxed with regard to the 
former, according to the Complian- 
ces we had found Spain ready to 
make with regard to the latter. 

I therefore. hope, Sir, that--no 
Gentleman will be 
an Approbation of this Treaty, by 
the Terrors that have been thrown 
out; but that on the contraty, e& 
very Gentleman-will, upon this'Oc- 
cafion, refume the Spirit of his An- 
ceftors, and reje@ a Treaty which 


Law preferibed by the Conqueror 
to the Conquered. [In all othér 
Cafes, Nations are obliged to con- 
fider Times and Circumitances, and 
to accept of the utmoft the then 
Pofture of Affairs will allow them 





frightned into B to infift on. Between contending 


Nations, the Cafe. is the fame with 
what it is between private Men: 
Each Party thinks himfelf in the 
Right, tho’ it generally happens that 

th are in the Wrong: What may 
feem extremely clear, and nothing 


fo evidently blafts the Honour of his C but juft, to-one Party, or in one 


Country. When this is done, we 
may, with Honour, examine into 
the Terrors we have been threatned 
with, and if there be the leatt 
Ground for them, I hope it-wilt be 
a prevailing Argument for our en- 


Country, may a to be very 
doubtful, or highly ufireafonable, .in 
the other, © T. oré, when two 
Nations are treating: upon a Par, if 
they have a Mind to agree, neither 
muft obftinately infift. upon what 


tering upon’ a ‘ftrict Enquiry into D they think right, but ‘each muf 


the Condué& of thofe who have 
brought their Country imto fach fa- 
tal Circumftances; for if we be in 
fuch a woful Condition, as to be un- 
able ta continue in Peace with any 
Degree of Honour, or engage in 


confider its own Circumftances, ‘and 
the Circumftances: of ‘its’ Adverfary, 
at that particular Time, in order 
from thence. :to judge, what Con- 
ceffions muft be made, and what 
Demands may be peremptorily in- 


War with any. Profpeét of Succefs, E filted on. In this Light, I think, 


Iam fure we can no Redrefs 
from the future Conduét of thofe, 
who, by their pait Condué, have 
_ ht our Affairs, ees 

abroad, into fuch Diftrefs 
Confufion | 


but as is 
publifoed, I have no Ove 
it you; and therefore I 


‘has been alre 

as rte 
avhat 
was faid by L.. Hortenfius, the Pur- 


‘The next that ~ war A. Gabinias; F 


Ht, ge ab ag esac G 


. Mr, Prefdent, 

cn eee otal 
| oe jndge of this Freaty as 
I docfothes I muh think fae 


the Treaty now before us ought to 
be confidered ; and in this ie 
I muft fay, I’m furprized to it 


fo good as it 18. : 
ith regard to the. Spanif De- 
mand on our South-Sea Company, 
and with regard to their Demand 
on Account of the Ships taken and 
deftroyed by us-in the Year 1718, 
I am far from being of the 
Opinion any? — caeeygag 
difapprove this ‘Treaty. 
Bere. Sir, the: Spaniards had fome 
‘to infit upon both, efpeci- 
the laf. Perhaps they may fay, 
they had\.Reafoi at that Time: to 
attack the Emperor in Sardinia, and 
4H2 the 







































the Duke of:.8avoy in Sicily, be- 
‘caufe of a ‘ ; ion —~ on Foot, 
for giving Sicily to the Ezperor, in 
Exthan S Sot Sardinia, without afk- 
.ing the Confent of Spain ; and with- 
out fhewing the leaft Regard to the 
Right of Reverfion they: had to Si- 
city by the Treaty of Utrecht between 
Spain and Savoy, confirmed :by the 
14th Article of the Treaty made.at 
the fame Place; :between Great \Bri- 
tain and Spain. -And.as for their 
Demand upon. the Seeth-Sea Com- 
pany, I muft im Charity believe, 
they thought it was juft, otherwife 
they would not have made it; but 
whether it be juft or not, or whe- 
ther or no the Seuth-Sea Company 
pays it to Spain, are Queftions that 
can have no Relation tothe prefent; 
becaufe by. this ‘Treaty the Juftice 
of the: Demand. is:not acknowledg- 
ed, and the Spaniards are to pay us 
the gs5,000/>. ftrpulated,: »whether 
this Sum be paid to them. by our 
South-Sea Company dr not; there+ 


fote:1 am furprized to hear ‘it faid, 


that the Ssath-Sea'Company is to D 


advance any::Part of that: Money 
which, is tobe» paid us by: Spain; 
but fuppofe shey did,..if in Confi- 
deration thereof, Spai ¢ up 
what they thought a” juft Claim, 
the Moncy would, according to 
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‘to be examined into, and difcutted 
by Plenipotentiaries, which I can. 
not but approve of ;~becaufe | am 
conviriced, the Juftice of what we 
pretend to, and the Unreafonablene(; 
of what Spin pretends to, will from 
A thence fully appear: ‘Whereas, if 
we had refufed:to: have our Title 
difpured it would; in my Opinion, 
have, been an Argument that we 
aurfelyes thought it difputable. 
_ Therefore, | Sir, without being 
influenced by any. Fears or Terrors, 
Bor iby-any thing but the Reafon. 
ablenefs of the Thing itfelf, I can- 
not» but approve of the Treaty now 
under our Confideration, and confe- 
quently, mult agree to the Motion 
the Hon. Gentleman has been plea/- 
ed toymake:. © | 


The next that fe was Julius Flons, 
nvhofe Speech was in Subjlance as 
follows, Viz. 


4 Mr, Prefident, 
SLR, : 
® SHERE certainly. has never 
cbeen in Parliament a Matter 
of more high and: national Concern, 
than the Convention referred to the 
Confideration. of this Committee; 
and give me Leave to fay, there 
cannot: be amore indireét Manner 


0 


their Way of thinking, be ‘paid E of taking the Seffe of the Com- 


by them, and to this: Nation too. 
From hence, I think, .it . 
that the Reparation. we Sate ok 
tiined by this Treaty, amounts to 
155,000/4. and this I: muft Jook on 
as no inconfiderable Sum, confider- 
in 
Afisirs, and the ftrong Objections 
Spain had to ‘make to’fome of our, 
Claims. 
As to our future Security, Sir, I 
fhall acknowledge, it depends upon 
the Rights in Difputeé ; but by this 


Treaty we have neither given up Gto o 


rea eons 
t 
to. We have only referred. ¢ them 


mittee’ upon it, thamby the or 
cated Queftion that is now belor 
you. [:have.na ‘Apprehenfions that 
any one Gentleman ‘can be Jed into 
an tion of :the Convention, 
under the fofter Name of an ham- 


the prefent Circumfances of F ble Addvefs; to. the Fhrone : But 


this that full, deliberate Examim- 
tion, iehich we were cated 
with Defiance, -to give to this Yn 
vention ? Is sia carlo, a, 
Difquifitiqn of Matters o 

riety. and Extent, all, that we O. 
urfelves and to our CouD 
When Trade is at ‘take, Piet 
laft Retrenchment, you muft Od 
it or perifh ; and whatever d 
sh 2or8? Nam se 
















—a~— o-' O&O 4 hee 


o- 


al ~~ OS lal — “= ' 


—_ Oe ee — ae 





cide of that, deferves the moft dif- 
rinét Confideration, and the moft di- 
rect undifguifed Senfe of Parliament. 
But how are we now proceeding ? 
Upon an artificial, . minifterial. Quef- 
tion: Here js- all theConfidence, 
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more ftrongly cemented? But be it 
what it will, is this, any longer a 
Nation, or what is an Engijh Parlia- 
ment, jf. with. more Ships in your 
Harbours than in all the Navies of 
Europe, with ahave twa Millions of 


here is the confcious Senfé of the A People.in your American Colonies, 


greatelt Service that ever’ was done 
to this Couiitry ; to be complicating 
Quettions,.\ to ‘be lumping Sanction 
and Approbation, like. a Commif-— 
fary’s Accompt, to be coveritig and 
taking Sanétuary in the Royal Name, 


you will bear to hear of the Expe- 


diency of receiving from Spase an 


infecure,, unfatisfattory, difhonoura- 


ble Convention? Sir, I call it .no 


more than it has been proved..in 
this Debate ;, it carries Fallacy or 


initead of meeting openly, and ftand- B downright Subjection in almott every 


ing fairly, the dire& Judgment:.and 
Sentence of Parliament, upon: the 
feveral Articles of this Convention. 

Sir, you have been moved to vote 
an humble Addrefs.of Thanks» to 
his Majefty, for a Meafure,» which, 


Line; It has, been laid open and 
expofed jn, fo many flrong and gla- 
ring Lights, that I can pretend tg 
add nothing \to the Conviction 
Indignation it has rais’d. - | 

Sir, after fo much has been faid, 


(I will appeal to Gentlemen’s Con-‘C and very ably, by Gentlemen that 


verfation i) the World) «is, odiows 
throughout. the Kingdom: . Such 
Thanks are only due to the fatal 
Influence that framea ity’ as are due 
for that low, unallied Condition a- 
broad, which is now made a Plea 


haye gone: before me, I can expec 
to be. heard but with little Atten- 
tion: I am forry it is {9 eafy to 
fpeak on our Side of the Queftion ; 
I withthe Subjeét were leis. copi- 
ous; I think it a very melancholy 


for this Convention. |To what are D Advantage, and I will trouble you 


Gentlemen reduced in fupport of it? 
Firk try a little to defend it upon its 
own Merits ; if that is not tenable, 
throw out general Terrors, the Houfe 
of Bourbor is united, who knows the 
Confequence of a War? Sir, Spaix 


as little as I can a Matter that 
farnifhes fuch unhappy Abundance. 
Sir, as to the great national Ob- 
jection, the fearching your Ships, that 
favourite Word, as it was call’d, is 
not omitted, indeed, in the Pream- 


knows the Confequence of a War in E ble to the Convention, but it ftands 


America, whoever gains, it muft prove 
fatal to her: She ane it, and mut 
therefore avoid it; but fhe knows 
England does not dare to make it. 
And what is a Delay, which is all 
co ma a Convention ae fome- 
Imes call'd; to uce ? it 

duce fuch Ghia as cholate 
loit, while you were ‘giving King- 


back again to that great Brangh of 


the Houfe of Beilben; which is now 
thrown out to you with fo: much 


F Part of England, an undoubted 


there as the Reproach of the Whole, 
as the ftrongeft Evidence of the fa- 
tal Submiffion that follows: On the 
Part of Spain, an Ufurpation, an in- 
human Tyranny claim’d and exer- 
cis’'d over the American Seas; on the 
) eight 

by Treaties, and from God and Na- 
ture, declared and afferted in the 
Refolutions of Parliament, are re- 
ferr’d. to the.Difcuffion of Plenipo- 
tentiaries, upon one and the fame 
Sin. I fay this undoubt- 


ual Foot. 
Terror ? If this Union be formida- G ed Right is to be difcufs’d and to 
ble, are we to delay only till it be- be regulated. And if to regular 


comes more’ formidable; by bei 
” 3 


be to prefcribe Rules, (asin all Con- 
ftruction it is) this Right is, by the 
ex: 
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exprefs Words of this Convention, 
to be given up and facrificed’; for 
it muft ceafe to be any Thing, from 
the Moment it is fubmitted to Li- 
mits. 


The Court of Spain has plainly 


Bar, at what Time thefe Injur; 
and Indignities were comititied, as. 


the Convention Spain has thought f 


to grant you, as another inflent Ps. 
toft; under the Validity and Force of 


told you (as appears by Papers upon A which the has. fuffer’d this Conven. 


the Table) you fhall fteer a due 
Courfe, you fhall navigate by a Line 
to and from your Plantations in 4 
merica; if you draw near to her 
Coafts, (tho’ from the Circuntftan- 
ces of that Navigation you are un- 
der an unavoida 
ing it) you fhall be feized and con- 
fifeated : If then upon thefe Terms 
‘only ‘fhe has confented to refer, what 
decomes-at once of all the Security 
we are flatter’d with in confequence 
of this Reference? Plenipotentiaries 
are to 
Pretenfions of the two Crowns, with 
regard to Trade and Navigation in 
Amerita } but does a Man in Spain 
reafon that thefe Preteifions mutt be 
regulated to the Satisfa‘iion and Ho- 
nour of England? -No,-Sir; they 
conchide?’ and with Reafon, from 
the Kigh Spirit of their Adminif- 
tration, from the Superiority with 
which they have fo long treated you, 
that. this Reference muft end, as it 
has begun, to theit Honour and Ad- 
vantage. 


But Gentlemen fay, the Treaties E that 


fubfifting are to be the Meafure of 
this Regulation. Sir, as to Trea- 
ties, I will take Part of the Words 
of Sir William Temple, quoted by the 
Hon. Gentleman near me, it is vain 
ton 


the Mifconftrufiion and Mifinterp 
tation of. thefe very Treaties fublitt 
ing, this intolerable Grievance has 
fen, it has been growing upon 
Treaty ‘after’ Treaty, ¢ 20 


eats of an and even un G 


der: the Difcufion. of Commiffiries 


to whom it was refer’d. "You liave fipulates to' spay to 
— e thoufand Pounds: 


heard from Captain Vang han at your 


tion to. be proceeded on. We'l! 
treat with you, but we'll fearch and 
take your.Ships, we’ll fign a Con- 
vention, but we'll keep your Sub. 
jects Prifoners, Prifoners inOli Spain; 
the Weft-Indies are remote, Euro: 


Neceflity of do- B thall be Witnefs how we ufe you. 


Sir, as.'to the Inference of an 
Admiilion of our Right not to be 
fearch’d; drawn from a Reparation 
made for Ships unduly feiz’d and 
confifeated, I'think that Argument is 
very inconclufive. The Right claim'd 


regulate finally the refpeftive € by Spain to fearch our Ships, is one 


Thing, ‘and the Excefles admitted 
to have been committed in Confe- 
quence of this pretended Right, is 
another ; but furely, Sir, reafoning 
from Inferences. and Implications 
only, is fach a Minutie as has been 
faid bythe Hon. Gentleman that 
made this Motion, to be below the 
Dignity of your Proceedings, upon 
a Right of this vaft Importance. 
What this Reparation is, what Sor 
of Compofition for your Lofles, {or- 
ced upon you by Spain in an {nitance 
come to Light, where your 
own Commiffaries could not in Con- 
{cience decide: againft your Claim, 
has fully’ appear'd upon Examine 
tion; and) as for the Pay 
ie | (all but’ feven 


with one Word 
pert po of a vat 
as of an adequate — Crown 


England ninety by 
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py a preliminary Proteft of the King pugnant to the Refolutions of Par- 
of Spain, the South-Sea Company is  liament, and the gracious Promife 
at once to pay fixty eight thoufand from the Throne. The Complaints 
of it; if they refufe, Spaim, I ad- of your defpairing Merchanrs, the 
mit, is till to pay the ninety fve Voice of England has condemn’d 
thoufand; but how does.it fland it; be the Guilt of it upon the 
then? The Affiento Contraét is to be A Head of the Advifer; God. forbid 
fulpended: You are to purchafe this that this Committee fhould thare the 
Sum at the Price of an exclufive Guilt, by approving it! 

Trade, purfuant to a national Trea- 

ty, and of an immenfe Debt, of The mext Speech Ifhall give you upon 
God knows how many hundred this Subjed?, was that made by Me- 
thoufand Pounds, due ae agg cenas, who fpoke as follows, viz. 
the South-Sea Com . ere, Sir, B 

is the Submiffion of Spain by the Mr. Prefdent, 

Payment of a ftipulated Sum; a SIR, 

Tax laid upon Subjects of England, ROM fome Words that fell 
under the beverelt Depa er a ins oe “sa ag yee! — 
the reciprocal Accord of an Lagi e in by withing 
Miniter’ as a Preliminary that aie in the moft folemn natty by mak- 
Convention may be fign’d ; a Con- C ing it my moft ardent Prayer, that 
dition impofed by Spai# in the moft the mercantile Intereft may be the 
abfolute imperious vat and re- only Biafs of our Deliberations To- 


ceiv’d by the Minifters of England day; and that neither the Intereft 

in the moft tame and abjeét. Can of a Party, nor much lefs that of 

any verbal Diftinétions, any Evafi- any fingle Man, may prevail over 

ons whatever, poffibly ex lain away this, which is the national Concern. 
y? 





this publick Infam o whom D For then we fhall do our Duty ia 
would we difguife it? To ourfelves this great Affair, and our Decifion 
| and to the Nation: I with we could of it will do Honour to Parliament. 
hide it from the Eyes of every Court But before I enter farther into this 
in Europe: They fe Spaiz has talk’d Debate, I beg Leave to take Notice 
to you like your Maiter, they fee of fome Words that dropt from an 
this arbitrary fundamental Conditi- Hon. Gentleman, who {poke. the 
on, and it muft Rand with Diftinc- E firft upon this Queftion, and which 
tion, with a Preeminence of Shame, I heard with the deepeit Concern. 
as a Part even of this Convention. . Ajter he had ufed many Argu- 
This Convention, Sir, I.-think ments to perfuade us to Peace, to 
from my Soul, is nothing but a any Peace good or bad, by painting 
Stipulation for national I ry £4 out the Dangers of a War, ( 
an illufory Expedient to Baile e I by no Means allow to be what he 
Refentment of the Nation; a Truce F reprefents them) he crown’d all thofe 
without a Sufj of Hoftilities Terrors with the Name of the Pre- 
on the Part of Spaim, on the Part of tender. It wou’d be the Caufe of 
England, a Sufpenfion, as to Georgia, the Pretender: The Pretender would 
of the firft Law of Nature, Self- come! Is the Hon, Gentleman fen- 
fervation, and Self-defence; a Bor. fibie what this e in ? 
render of the Rights and Trade of ) Pek 
England to the y of i igniti 
tentiaries, and in this infinitely high- Interruption, 
eft and facred Point, future Security, irT ‘dl 
hot only inadequate, but direétly re- 
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Worfe Condition than before; and 
in Anfwer to all thefe Complaints, 
what are they told? Why; that 
their continuing to fuffer all this, 
is the Price they mtift pay ‘to keep 
the King and his Family on the 
Throne of thefe Realms. If this 
were true, it ought not to be own’d. 
Will it ftrengthen the Family to 
have it believ’d ? But it is far from 
true ; the very Reverfe of it is true: 
Nothing can weaken the Family, no- 
thing can fhake the Eftablifhment, 
but fuch Meafures as thefe, and 
fuch Language as this. 

Sir, I know who hears mé, and 
for that Reafon I {peak —The Hon. 
Gentleman who firft moved you this 
Queftion; and he who fpoke laft, 
have both ftrongly infifted; and it 
was the Sum of all their Arguments, 
that our Right not to be fearched, 
is not referr’d to the Difcuffion of 
Plenipotentiaries, they are only, it 
feems, to confider how ‘to remedy 
Grievances. What Grievances, Sir, 


do the Gentlemen mean ? The Griev- 
ances of England? they admit but D weakening our Right? Wou'd yov, 
of one Remedy, a very fhort and Sir, fubmit toa Reference, whether 


fimple one, and which wants no 
Confideration : That our Ships thall 
not be fearch’d upon any Pretence. 
This alone can go to the Root of 
our Grievances ; all lefs thah this is 
trifling, hurtful, fatal to Commerce. 
Do they mean the Grievances of 
Spain? The illicit Trade? The Re- 
medy for that too is already provid- 
ed, it is already fettled by our Trea- 
ties with Spain, that we are not to 
trade in their Ports and Havens in 
America ; but if our Ships are found 
there, they muft be confifcated. Is 
not this fufficient ? I defy the Hon. 


faid, the fettling this would fake 
up fome Time ; it will indeed, Sj: 
for it will never be fettled; it is 
morally impoffible it can ever be 
fettled ; and thérefore, I think i 
weet not to have been brought into 
A Difpute, “Had we proceeded: con- 
formably to the Intentions of Par- 
liament, we fhould either have afted 
with Vigour, or have obtained 2 real 
Security, in an exprefs Acknowledg- 
ment of our Right not to be fearchi- 
ed, asa Preliminary fine gud non to 
B our treating at all. This we oughi 
to have infifted on in the Words of 
La 2uadra’s Proteft (which is the 
Preliminary fine gud non of that 
Crown) we ought to have infifted on 
it in thofe very Words, as the preci/e, 
and effential Means to overcome the fo 
C much debated Dipputes, and that on the 
Validity and Force of this exprefi A- 
know-ledgment, the figning the Conver- 
' tion may be proceeded on, and in m 
other Manner. Inftead of this, whet 
have we done? We have referrd 
it to Plenipotentiaries. Is not this 


you. may travel unmolefted from 
ur Houfe in Town, to your Houle 
ig the Country? Your Right is clear 
and undeniable, why wou'd yo" 
have it difcufs’d? But much le’ 
E wou'd you refer it, if two of yo" 
Judges belong’d to a-Gang, whic 
had often ftop’d and robb’d you” 
your Way thither before —— 
Things that ate of a Nature ; 
admit  Temperninents in pre 
each Patty may recede from ti! 
F refpettive Pretenfions, and come ® 
a Mediitm to conclude the Difpu's 
fach Things allow of 2 Difeutier, 
and may be referr’d; but eng 
Medium ant 4 found, when 
Cafe admits of no ‘Temperamin» 


_ where to recede. one Tittle, * © 
; va ad be ueftion, thére to 9g 
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their Claim, and leaving all in Uncertainty, 
to goon as before. And can any Thing worfe 
befal us? Is not this Deftruétion itfelf ? 

Oh but, faid the Hon. Gentleman, we 
have gain’d a great Point, in bringing Spain 
to acknowledge by the prefent Convention, 
that Grievances have arifen in the fearching 
of Ships, and that Means to remedy thefe 
Grievances ought to be found out! Sir, was 
this ever denied ? Did Spaix ever deny, that 
her Guarda Coffa’s had fometimes committed 
Fxceffes, that is, fearched a little too wan- 
ton'y, gone a little too far, made fome irre- 
gular Seixures, and that this ought to be re- 
medied? All this is exprefs'y confefs’d in 
La Quadra’s Letter to Mr. Keene, dated the 
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‘be better for England to fubmit at once, throw 
up the Trade to our Colonies, and the Colonies 
themfelves, than to leave our Merchants ex- 
pos’d to fuch inhuman Cruelties, and foffer 
ourfelves to be mock’d with Forms of Juftice 
and Law, while we are the Prey, and Sport, 
of all Injuftice and Violence, or with infigni- 
ficant Treaties, which inftead of giving us Se- 
curity, ferve as a Pretext and Sanétion for all 
future Injuries, 

But we are defir’d to have Confidence, to 
have Hopes in the Wifdom and Succefs of 
the Meafures which his Majefty is advifed 
to purfue. 

Sir, the People of England fear much more 
than they hope. And have not thty Rea- 





roth of February Jaft Year, before we fent B fon? What can a Review of the paft produce, 


out our Fleets, and that Orders fhould be given 
for Reparation, when fuch Exceffes are proved. 
But coes this amount, or do the Words of 
the Treaty amount to ‘any Thing like a de- 
parting from their Pretenfion to Search ? No 
——they are only a Modification of it to a 
certain Degree, which is a Defence of the 
Practice itfelf, and we thought fo laft Year, 
or why did we judge that Letter fo unfatis- 
fagtory? But, Sir, pray confider, our Right 
not to be Search'd is a very fhort Point, wants 
no Difcuflion, does not depend upon Argu- 
ments of any Difficulty to examine or to 
comprehend. The King of Spain moft have 
known for this Twelvemonth at leaft what 
he ought to think ef it, and whether he will 


but Dread of the future ? Have not thefe De- 
yar increas’d Year after Year, fince 21? 

ow many Fleets have been fent out in that 
Time? What were they to do for us? To 
perfuade the Spaniards.——To what did they 
perfuade them? To make Conventions and 
Treaties. ——What have we got by thofe 
Treaties? New, and greater Infults and 


C Wrongs. This was enough to induce us to 


fufpect even aft Year, that with all our Ap- 
pearances of Vigour, we fhou'd do nothing ef- 
fe€tual; but thofe Sufpicions were born down 
by the ftrong Affurances given, that we fhou'd 
not meet here again and find nothing done. 
What has been done, Sir ? What is the Fruit 
of our Armament? A temporary Expedient, 


yield it or no. The only imaginable Reafon PD) a poor, unfafe Procraftination, a fhameful Bar- 


of his chicaning fo long, is, that he fuf- 
pected a Weaknefs in the Counfels of Eng- 
land, What was then only Sufpicion, is 
how turn'd into Certainty, and if that will 
make him more pliant, it is eafy to judge.— 

As we go on with our Politicks, fo will 
the Spaniards with theirs. Ours have been 
to procraftinate, to put off a War at any 


ter of our future Security, for the Name of 
Reftitution, which, indeed, we make to our- 
felves. I won't tire you with repeating what 
has been fo fully made ont ; but when 1 com- 

re this nominal, this ridicu'ous Satisfaction, 
with the ferious Rifk we run of lofing our 
moft valuable Rights, I dare be bold to fay, 
no other Nation under Heaven ever ftaked 


Rate, to live upon daily Expedients, to en- E their Honour and Intereft againft fuch Counters 


cure and to treat: Theirs have been to fool us 
with the Name of Peace, and to commit all 
Sorts of Hoftilities on our Merchants and 
Trade, to plunder and butcher the former, 
and to ruin the laff. Thus it has been ; thus 
it will continue to be.——How we find our 


they give, and keep the Claim fubfifting upon 


which they us fo long? But it would 





as thefe, 

And are we to go on ftill hoping, trufting 
fill in fpite of Experience? Are our Refent- 
ments perpetually to be play’d with in this 
Manner, fhifted off from Expedient to Ex- 

dient, and from Seffion to Seffion ? Ad- 
journ’d from one Treaty to another, and fo 


fwer to a great deal of 
Ne ere 
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with great Pain, that the Queftion is not, 
whether War or Peace be more eligible ; the 
Queftion now is about maintaining your Rights. 
If Spain believed us in ecarneft, if the did not 
depend upon our Timidity, it is fcarce con- 
ceivable this fhould coft us a War. But if it 
did bring on one, it is a War of Neceffity, 
and it is 2 War, in which our Neighbours 
have a common Caufe with us. What was 
faid of the War againft the Pirates, it wou'd 
be Bellum omnium gentium. Woud France 
take Arms to overturn a general Right, 
which it is as much her Intereft to fupport 
as ours? Wou'd fhe fight to eftablith in the 
Crown of Spain, a Power deftruéctive to the 
Freedom of Commerce, and a fupreme Do- 
minion in the American Seas; or to impofe 
that upon England, which the muft refufe for 
herfelf ? Upon the Foot of all Treaties this is 
quite impoffible: We mvft be ufed as the 
gens amicifima ; if Frasce, or any other Na- 
tion fhall retain this Right for themfelves, 
they retain it for us too ; it is ours by Confe- 

. Will the break all Treaties then to 
take it away? This wou'd be actiog with a 
Spirit of Violence, which does not feem to be 
in her now, and which, whenever it thews 
irfelf, muft unite all Europe to oppofe its Ef- 
feéts. Shou'd not we find one Friend among 
fo many Allies? Have we negociated all the 
World into Enemies, united them all to our 
Deftruétion? If by the Conduét of our Mi- 
nifters, Things, are brought to fuch an Ex- 
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fels that govern it. Yet though the W 
is not in us, we muft nt, ~ Het pry 
and all the Mifchiefs attending upon Lofs of 
Honour to a Nation. With what Contempt 
and Infolence are we ufed by Spain, when in 
the fame Treaty where the ftipulates that we 
thall not have Liberty to fortify Charles-Toxyy 
A itlelf, which is as undoubtedly ours, as London 
or York, that we muft not dare to diz a Ditch 
about it till this Difcuffion is paft, the has not 
granted us a thort Sufpenfion of Hotilities, 
temporary Obfervance of Treaties in not 
fearching our Ships? So that far from hay. 
ing a Peace, we have ot got fo much as 2 
Truce. For fure the worthy Member over 
the Way did not believe himlelf when he ar- 
B gued, that to have atk'd a Ceffation of In- 
juries, would have been allowing their Chim, 
If a Man were at Law with me for my 
Eftate, without any Title at all, and the 
Cafe was referr’d to Arbitrators, thou'd I let 
him cut down my Woods, and make what 
Wafte he pleafed, till the Suit was decided, 
for Fear he fhou'd interpret the forbidding it, 
as an Admiffion of his Glaim? Sure an Ac- 
quiefcence uncer it would admit it much more, 
But, Sir, the worft of all Indignities is his 
Catholick Majefty’s Behaviour with Regard 
to the Soutb-Sea.Company in La Quadra's 
Proteft. That he fhou'd not deign to fubmit 
his Accounts with them to a Reference, to 
which we haye fubmitted Things of fuch in- 


finite Confequence, as the Right we have to 


tremity, that we are reduced to the Neceflity D our Dominions, and the Security of our Trade, 


of perifhing in the juft Defence of our Rights, 
or of perithing equally by lofing them ; the 
Choice is eafy to make; let us_perifh like 
Men, and with Swords in our Hands. But 
don’t let us have the Weaknefs to expect 
our Safety from thofe, who have brought a 
flourifhing Nation to fuch a dreadful Alter- 
native. ———What is this wretched Reprieve 
that we have begg’d for cight Months? Will 
that do us any good, Sir ; will that be worth 
our Acceptance? Do we really flatter ourfelyes 
that we now are at Peace? Peace is a fecure 
i unmolefted Enjoyment of our Rights—But 
eace, at the Expence of Rights, of effential 
ights, Peace expofed to Infults, Peace ex- 
ed to Injuries, is the mot abject, is the 
mot deplorable, is the moft calamitous Cir- 
cumftance of human Affairs. It is the wort 
Effe& that cou’d be produced from the moft. 
unfccefsful, the moft ruincus War. No Na- 
tion thou'd fubmit to it, while it can up 
its Head: But be Coch one have ee ae 
ted, without ftriking a Stroke, and in a Con 
dition to defend or nat the 





that he fhovld value our Friendthip fo little, 
as not even to grant us this Treaty, unlefs out 
of an unliquidated Account, the Part he 
claims be inftantly paid, without any Regard 
to the Balance, or that upon a Refulal of 
this, he shall, deprive the Company of ther 
Trade; that this thould be the only Condition 


E of his agreeing to figm this Convention, and 


that we thou’d take it on thele Terms, is, 
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Breach of national Faith, of the Honour and 
Juftice of Parliament, which has fold and 
comfirm'd this Trade to the Company. To 
fay, this ig not an Article, what wiil that 
avail? It is much ftronger than an Article, 
as it is the Bafe of the Whole. It is much 
worfe than an Article, as the doing it in this 


Way has an Air of Tricking and Evafion, 4 Debate of twelve Hours, 


that wou'd fhame an Attorney. Gentlemen 
may diftinguifh and refine as much as they 
pleale, but on this dirty Foundation this Con- 
vention does ftand. If every other Part of it 
were as good, as it is bad and difhonourable, 
this alone thou’d oblige us to reje& it with 
Scorn.——With Scorn, Sir, let us rejeé it, 
that to all we have fuffer’d before, to all the 
accumulated Infults that were ever heap’d on 
a Nation, a worfe Dithonour may not be ad- 
ded, and that Difhonour fall upon the Parlia- 


ment. And therefore I heartily give my Ne-. 


gative to this Queftion. 


The next Speech I fhall give ym, was that 
made by T. Manlius Torquatus, wba /pote 
to this Effet, vize 


Mr, Prefident, 
SIR, 


Have upon many Occafions obferved, that 

by the Art of Minifters, or by the Art of 
thofe who would be Minifters, a popular Cry 
has been raifed, by which the giddy Multitude 
have been, like Children, led in a Leading- 
firing, and induced to favour or join with thofe 
who firft raifed the Clamour, tho’ the End 
they were driving at, appear’d to be direttly 
contrary to the Cry they had raifed. Io a late 
Reign, a Clamour was raifed among the Peo- 
ple, That the Church was in Danger, This 


Cry was firft begua by thofe who were not, 


but had a ftrong Mind to be Minifters ; and it 
was ecchoed back by the People from all Cor- 
ners of the Kingdom, Thofe who put the Peo- 
ple into this general Fright, got their Aim: 
They got themfelves made Minitters ; and they 
endeavoured to fi themfelves in Power, 
by the fame Means by which they had got it : 
During their Adminiftration, the popular Cry 
continued to be, The Céurch was in Danger ; 
and yet many are miftaken, if they were 
not, during the whole Time of their Admi- 
nitration, fecretly driving at an End, which 


| would have brought the Church ioto real 
Danger. & 
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involving the Nation in War, it muft be al- 
lowed, that the End they are purfuing, is ab- 
folutely inconfiftent with the Cry they have 
raifed ; for War will certainly bring our Trade 
into real Danger. At prefent, I canaot think 
our Trade in any real Danger; and I have 
good Reafon for thinlting fo; becaufe in a 
I obferved there 
was but one Merchant that (poke againft this 
Treaty ; and now I obferve, that one of our 
greateft Merchants, one who ought to have 
as great a Corncern for Trade as any Member 
of our Club, is fitting in a Place from whence 
he cannot {peak *. 


P. Villius Tappulus thinking bimfelf pointed at 

B by the Conclufion of this Speech, removed from 
awbere be was, and after taking bts Seat at 

the Table, be flood up and fpoke in Subjtance 


as follaws, viz. 


Mr. Prefident, 
SIR, 
Y Reafon for not {peaking upon this 
was not, becaufe I do not 
think our Trade in Danger: On the contrary, 
I think it will be abfolutely facrificed, if we 
approve of this Convention ; but the Affair has 
been fo fully, and fo well {poke to by other 
Members, the fatal Confequences of our a 


ing to give a Sanétion to this Preliminary, 


have been fet in fo clear a Light, and fo little © 


D Sid in its Favour, that I thought there wag 
no Neceffity for my giving you any Trouble 
upon this Occafion. 

Now I am called upon, Sir, I mutt obfrve, 
that our Trade is at prefent, I think, in the 
moft imminent Danger. A juit and a well 
conduéted War can never bring our Trade 
into any Danger. But, if we thew that we 
dare not refent any Injury that may be done to 

E our Trade: If we allow our Merchants to bs 
plundered, and our Seamen murdered and tor- 
tured with Impunity, our Trade will not on'y 
be in Danger, but muft be undone, To this 
I moft add, Sir, that with regard to the Trea- 
ty now under our Confideration, the Honour 
of the Nation is as much concerned as its 
hear the. Flap. Gentiman thet. fake la, 

hear thi Gentleman that e laf, 

F or any Gentleman of his Character, 
light. of fuch a Subject ; for if the Gentlemen 
of our Army. fhould make themfelves merry 
with the of their Country, or thould 

fa it, by giving a parliamentary 

i of Peace, [ 


ihe : of car Club, ‘m0 Member can peat, unlefi be bas taken a Place ot the 
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I fhall conclude this Subje& with giving you a 
Poort Speech, that was made by M. Furius 
Camillus. He bad before fpoke in the De- 
bate, as be always does, with great Elo- 

quence and Strength of Reafon; but, after 

the Debate was, in a Manner, ended, be rofe 
up and made a foort, but emphatick and 
moving Speech, the Purport of which was 


thus: 


Mr. Prefident, 
S128, 

I Do not rife up after fo long a Debate, to 

give you again my Sentiments upon the 
Convention, which we are now, it feems, to 
approve of ; but to exprefs my great Concern 
at what I have feen happen. In all the Va- 
riety of Company I have kept, I have never 
heard a fingle Perfon without Doors pretend 
to juftify this Convention; and when the 
Sentiments of Particulars were fuch, I did 
not expect, when they were met together in 
a Body, to fee a Majority vote for it. This 
muft be owing to one of thefe two Caufes: 
Either Gentlemen were convinced by the Ar- 
guments made ufe of in this Houfe, for juftify- 
ing this Convention, or there are other Me- 
thods of convincing befides Reafon. J am not at 
liberty to fppofe it the latter, therefore, I 
mutt fuppofe it the former. But this, Sir, is to 
me a very melancholy Confideration ; for tho” 
I have attended with the utmoft Regard to all 


that has been faid upon this Convention, I J) 


have not heard a fingle Argument in its Fa- 
vour, that has had the leaft Weight with me. 
This, 1 fay, Sir, is a very melancholy Con- 
fideration to me, fince it makes me conclude, 
that I have not Common Senfe, becaufe I 
find I cannot be convinced by the Strength of 
Common Reafen; and therefore J think my- 


felf very unfit to do m 
While fit here, I am ref 
direfted by be 


I mut now cénél and, ag 


under- 


myfelf incapable 
Houfe; therefore 

the Country, 

far as I am able, by a& 
the Laws, and ia Obed 
ment. 

However, I muft beg Gentlemen to con. 
fider the Confequences of the Vote they rs 
now going to give. This Addrefs is intended 
to convince Mankind, that the Treaty now 
under our Confideration, is a reafonable and 
an honourable Treaty for this Nation; but 
if a Majority of 28, in fuch a full Houle, 
fhould fail of that Succels, if the People 
fhould not implicitly refign their Reafon toa 
Vote of this Houfe, what will be the Confe- 
quence? Will not the Parliament lofe its Au- 
thority ? Will it. not be thought that, even 
in Parliament, we are governed by a Fac- 
tion? And what the Confequences of this may 
be, I leave to thofe Gentlemen to confider, 
who are now to give their Vote for this Ad- 
drefs. For my own Part, I will trouble you 
no more; but, with thefe my laf Words, 
Sinmes 7 prey to Almighty God, who bas fi 
often wonderfully protected thefe Kingd ms, that 
be will gracioufly continue bis Protection over 
them, by preferwing us from that impending 
Danger which threatens the Nation from witb- 
out, and likewife from that impending Danger 
which threatens cur Confitution from within, 


The Jounnar of the Proce epincs and 
Desates inthis Crus to be continued nar 
Macaatne for this Month, which wil! be 


publifbed the Beginning of next Month, as sjual 
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